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The Feast of St. Peter & Paul
Carrying the Baton

Because Peter recognised that God
was acting through Jesus, he was
entrusted with the job of leading the
rest of us. The Church today is a
testimony to Peter's faith, it exists
because Peter and others like him
trusted and believed in God. It exists because Peter and
people like Peter acted out their faith despite hostilities
and persecution. We might not in this country suffer
persecution for what we believe in, but we face different
sorts of problems instead. Today we face lethargy,
conflicting secular values, and the complexities of
scientific debate. The Church cannot be silenced. Fearless
Christians like Peter and Paul are still needed to carry the
baton.
St. Peter and St. Paul Patrons of our Parish
Pray for Us

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH

Monday—Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
Church of the Assumption, The Heath
Sunday: 9.30am
Church of the Holy Cross, Ratheniska
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

‘Surely we need to ‘abound in hope’ (cf Rom 15:13), so that we may
bear credible and attractive witness to the faith and love that dwell in
our hearts; that our faith may be joyful and our charity enthusiastic;
and that each of us may be able to offer a smile, a small gesture of
friendship, a kind look, a ready ear, a good deed, in the knowledge that,
in the Spirit of Jesus, these can become, for those who receive them,
rich seeds of hope.’ Pope Francis

Some people bless themselves — make the Sign of the Cross — when
they pass a church. What does it mean? Perhaps only God knows. It
is a prayer, an invocation, a visible act of faith, a public yet personal
gesture as you pass ‘God’s house’ - ‘teach D&’ - ‘teach an phobalil’. It
is a reminder of how precious and universal that gesture is: to bless
yourself in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. You see people blessing themselves in all sorts of situations:
absentmindedly on the way into church; solemnly at the end of Mass;
in thankful delight, as with sports people; poignantly, in the case of
mourners at a grave. In extreme sickness, when the brain can no
longer form words and the only way we can turn to God may be with
our feeble fingers, forming a cross. This sign can grow hurried and
thoughtless through custom, but in moments of crisis and deep
emotion, there are few gestures as rich in meaning as blessing
ourselves.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Livvy Ann Stewart, Glenkeen Park

Who was baptised last weekend.

Next weekend we celebrate the Diamond
Jubilee Of our Parish Church with a
Triduum of Masses
and our Sunday Masses
Thursday 3rd - 7.30pm Fr. Paddy;

Friday 4th - 7.30pm Bishop Denis;
Saturday 5th - 6.30pm Msgr. John;

Sunday 6th at our 12.30pm Mass

We will bless and open a new shrine to Carlo
Acutis who will be Canonised on 7th September
at a ceremony presided over by Pope Leo XIV

—
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Fr. Browne signing the contract with = -
Construction unde

the builder A.). Jennings.



MULHALL MEATS

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

(30 years experience with Private &

+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Paediatrics 5 years +

+ Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

+ Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

+ Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete.

- Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)
* Ear Wax Removal Service

- Social Welfare Grant available to eligible clients

In Attendance
10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside
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Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park,

Portlaoise

JOHN SUGRUE ss¢ Msc miscp
NICOLA CALDBECK Bgsc misce maacp
CONOR BOLTON Bsc Msc Mrscp

® 087 666 4808
www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

Pilates Classes - Limited Availability!
There’s still some availability in our current block of
Pilates classes (beginner and intermediate levels) before we
take a break for August.

To book a spot, please call or email the clinic.

Weekly Class Schedule:

Monday: Osteo Class with John (Parish Centre, 9:30am)
Tuesday: Senior Exercise Class with Conor (Clinic,
11:00am)

Wednesday: Online Pilates (9:30)am)

Osteo Class (Clinic, 10:30am)
Thursday: Osteo Class (Clinic, 5:00pm)




THERAPIES

ORIGINAL 01 and herefor you LA OIS ET SERVICES LTD

Private Occupational Therapy

Housing Assessments
» Housing Adaptation Grant

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
assessments and reports. HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
« Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms, TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519

. HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?
ramps, extensions, etc.

Paediatric Assessments \(‘t:i 9\ Frie n d S Of

» Occupational Therapy

.l assessments to help your . o I
]’. W oo Portlaoise Hospita
» Supporting children'’s Enhancing patients’ comfort at the

development at home, in Midland Regional Hospital Portlaoise
school, and during play.

Thank you for kindly donating to our
Church Gate Collection

Contact Us Today for an Appointment: 040

@ info@originaltherapies.ie (L) 083150 6755 %

www.originaltherapies.ie

We are delighted to announce we
raised a total of

€2,271.96

086 770 5510

057 864 6889

New Lawn Constructions

Thank you for your support!
Sod/Seed options y y PP

y
Robotic Mowing Solutions
Sales/Installation/Service

: 4 T
Green Space Professionals : &, Suaimhneas Community Childcare
and Sports Surfaces ___ : \ B < = 3
' Suaimhneas Community Childcare is
’ seeking a qualified, experienced Childcare Practitioner
Kress o 2 to join their dynamic team.
._ : 4 Requirements:
DOMESTIC & ) . -
O NCHEUAL FACE oMmm.lum L:evel ) in Chlldcara:
eExperience in a childcare setting
ePassionate, creative, and enthusiastic
eStrong communication and teamwork skills
e en e e e e e eFamiliarity with Aistear, Siolta, and childcare policies

Great savings to be made but hurry as these offers end on 31st July 2024. * HH H H
Visit our online shop at WWW.greenfeetshop.com Abil ity to work i ndependently and efladge with
parents

- To Apply: Send your CV & cover letter to
.gree nfeet. I e dsmith@portlaoisefrc.ie

Commercial
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RAINBOW BRIDGE

=== PET CREMATION

TREO NUA Portlaoise Resource Centre

Cafe available to rent
in the Heart of our Vibrant Centre.

- APeaceful Farewell with Dignity and Care

INDIVIDUAL CREMATION
Call or email for information
057 8686145 | manager@treonua.com
MEMORIALS & KEEPSAKES We look forward to hearing from you

MY T
O ELS

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICE Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

FISHERSTOWN
TRACTOR & TRUCK RUN

in aid of

VISIT US

Medical Equipment for Oncology Clinics
St. James’s Hospital

All Tractors & Lorries welcome
From Vintage to Present Day

| =

CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring Sunday 6 July 2025 at 11am

- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses Run Leaving atzpm
The Final Furlong, Ballybrittas

Food + Music all day - Bouncing Castle & Kids Fun Area

- Bedroom Furniture

Midlands 103 Roadcaster Live
Music on the night by Garth Brooks Tribute Band

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est., Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

Contact

n Find us on Peter 086 2853243 (iorries)
TiTok FaCEbOOk Dave 087 2729446 (iractors)




) NOLAN
P LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
Shop: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING

* SCHOOL CLEANING,
e GENERAL HOUSE CLEANING,
e DEEP CLEANING,

e END OF TENANCY CLEANING, =«
e OFFICES, SCHOOLS, SHOPS, SALONS & MORE
CONTACT US FOR ALL

YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

oy GREG
‘ THE HANDYMAN

CALL 089 956 7135

Home improvements and repairs
Flooring, tiling, carpets

Fence maintenance and repair

Painting inside/outside and decorating
Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
Furniture assembly and installation

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
CHURCH AVENUE, STRADBALLY

= TARMACADAM

= KERBING

= DRAINAGE
FREE QUOTATIONS | VAT REGISTERED
TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

PROFESSIONAL
PAINTER &
DECORATOR

e 20+ YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
e INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

e HAND-PAINTED KITCHENS & BESPOKE FURNITURE

CONTACT GARY KELLY
086 071 7172

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All Domestic Plumbing
Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
Water Softener Installation
Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

DS PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE &

Y\(\.E
GROUNDWORKS —

Patios, driveways, stump removal,
lawns, kerbing, hedging, fencing, drainage.
Call now for a competitive quote!

«2 085 775 9975

dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and
home entertainment equipment.
Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

BLESSING'S TREE SURGERY

Expert in all aspects
of dangerous tree removal.
Qualified, experienced,
fully licensed & insured arborist.

CONTACT TOM
087 363 6966

S&R SERVICES

= Painting & = Carpentry
Decorating = Tiling

= Kitchen Fitting = Bathrooms

= Furniture = General
Assembly Maintenance

= Flooring

CONTACT 087 489 6429

ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing &
Oil-Fired Central Heating
Plumber on call for
Portlaoise & surrounding areas

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

* Hinges & Handles

* Letterboxes

= Sliding Patio Door Rollers

* Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

«Z 083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

PAINTING & DECORATING

* Interior & Exterior
* Power Washing
= 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

o2 089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?

FREE COLLECTION OF ALL SCRAP METAL:
WASHING MACHINES, COOKERS,
LAWNMOWERS, ETC.

GARDEN SHEDS CLEARED, FENCES AND
SEWER ISSUES RESOLVED.
MINI-DIGGER AND SMALL TIPPER TRUCK
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE.

CONTACT RICHARD
085 252 9893

SOCIAL DANCING

Every Sunday Night at
The Rock Inn, R32 EY73
Where Only the Best Bands Play
Sunday 29th June
Feat. Jimmy Hogan & Lar Kenny
Admission: €10 | Time: 9:00pm — 11:30pm
For more info, contact Joe:
087 231 5526

ACCOMMODATION WANTED

Couple with small dogs seeking rental
accommodation in village or town in
Laois, or nearby with access to public
transport. Good reference available
from current landlord. Open to short
or long-term rental, available
immediately. We'd love to hear from
you—thank you!

Tel: 085 780 8237

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Reliable, affordable help with:
= Gutter Cleaning

*  Power Washing

= Grass Cutting

*  Window Cleaning

= Interior & Exterior Painting

No job too big or small!

Professional service
at great rates.
d l

S
B3

CONTACT MICK
085 215 1277




CHILDMINDER NEEDED

Childminder wanted for two children
(aged 2 years and 6 months)
three days per week, with care to
take place either in our home or the
childminder’s home. Start date is
flexible but ideally from September.
If interested, please contact;

085 702 4480

PHOENIX GARDENERS
-

22 years' experience
maintaining Phoenix Park. {’
Small to medium jobs done.
- Grass cutting & trimming
- Tree pruning
- Hedge trimming

CONTACT 087 323 3336

RAMPS & RAILS

FOR THE HOME

We install concrete ramps to allow
freedom of movement and steel handrails
to provide safe access for everyone

Contact David;

087-2675106

ROSARY AT
THE GROTTO

Rosary will be
recited at the grotto on
FRIDAY 4™ JULY AT 8PM.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@ 087-9080211

POSITION AVAILABLE

Magic Moments, Portlaoise

seeks enthusiastic childcare professional

for maternity cover (Sept-June). Level 6+
in Early Childhood Ed, ECCE & SAC
experience, Aistear/Siolta knowledge

required. Team player with strong
communication skills.
Email:magicmoments78@gmail.com
FAO Nuala

CLEANER
REQUIRED

1 day a week for two hours

CONTACT
089-2247583

MISSING KITTEN

Grey and white, last seen in
Chapel Street area of Ballyroan,

kittten's name is Oggy.
Beloved family pet.

For any information, please contact;

JOANNE 085-2040333
OR CLAIRE 087-3429608

ommuml:y Notices

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.

Parish Centre Whist Results: June 24 Winners: Top Score — B Jackson; 1st Lady — P Murphy; 2nd Lady — P
o Dowling; 1st Gent — S Duff; 2nd Gent — P Quinn; 1st Half — F Benn & ] McNamara; 2nd Half — B Cahill; Juvenile
= — G Farrelly. Raffle: 1st - B Cahill, 2nd- C Drought, 3rd- P Purcell, 4th — L Cooper, 5th- K Farrell, 6th- B Murphy.
m‘. Thanks for your support — whist continues Tuesdays at 7.30pm, all welcome.

=
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Religious Notes

Divine Mercy Chaplet Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm

| Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

171

.\ Vocations Society of St. Joseph: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations

3 '~ Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish Church.

y#' Legion of Mary invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in >

- = prayer and service to Our Lady

g&'ﬁ

" Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

R

Pt g oy

Radio Maria Ireland is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music,
= talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook




Ready To ~  Better?

Virtualy Invisible.
Smelll enc) preciically invisiole,
Rechargeable.
Ne mer {ior smelll
Ai Technology.

lekeal for hearng in backegreovmne NoiSe’H

FREE.__ 15% |

HEARING DISCOUNT ON
TESTS HEARING AIDS

WAX

REMOVAL VIA MICRO
SUCTIONING

Appointments available within 48 hours

057 863 8181

Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois

HEARMED

ACOUSTIC HEALTHCARE
Kenr- uhien: gose weed

@ MOCHUAPRINT&DESIGN  irich Enterprise " s 0w
gV GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

MERCHANDISES: Al
PROMOTIONAL e
i?;ijisuwm' MARKETING
. '(ORPORATE& WIDE FORMAT \ VEHICLE -\ \PROCUREMENT
" REIRILPRINT QUG GRAPHICS PICK& PACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie

00006




The Two Friends Who Loved Jesus:
A Story of Saints Peter and Paul

A long, long time ago, in the days after Jesus rose from the dead and went
back to heaven, there were two very special friends of His: Peter and Paul.

Peter, the Fisherman

Peter was a fisherman. He used to catch fish in a big lake with his brother.
One day, Jesus walked by and said, "Come, follow Me, and I will make you
fishers of people!"

Peter left his nets and followed Jesus right away. He saw Jesus heal people,
feed thousands, and even walk on water! Sometimes Peter was brave, and

sometimes he was scared—just like us. But Jesus loved Peter very much.

After Jesus went to heaven, Peter became a leader in the Church. He told people all about Jesus and
helped them believe in His love. Even when things got hard, Peter kept going, because he knew Jesus was
with him.

Paul, the Surprising Friend

Paul was different. At first, he didn't like the followers of Jesus at all. In fact, he tried to stop them! But
one day, something amazing happened. While Paul was walking down a road, a bright light shone all
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say:

"Paul, why are you hurting Me?"

It was Jesus! Jesus forgave Paul and gave him a new job—to tell everyone how much God loves them.
Paul said “yes,” and he spent the rest of his life traveling, writing letters, and teaching about Jesus.

Different But United

Peter and Paul were very different. Peter was a fisherman; Paul was a traveller and writer. Peter had
known Jesus during His life; Paul met Him in a vision. Sometimes, they didnt even agree on everything!

But they had one big thing in common: they both loved Jesus with all their hearts. And they both helped
the Church grow big and strong.

A Special Day

That's why, every year on June 29th, we celebrate the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. It's a day to
remember their friendship with Jesus and their hard work to share His love with the world. They remind
us that God can use anyone—fishermen, travellers, and even kids like you—to do great things!.’

Prayer for Saints Peter & Paul
Dear Saints Peter and Paul, Thank you for loving Jesus so much.
Help me to be brave like you, to tell others about God’s love,
and to follow Jesus every day. Amen.




A moral compass offers direction informed by values.
Christianity, is a wonderful moral compass, based on gospel
values of faith, hope and love. I found recent majority votes,
regarding abortion up to 40 weeks and the proposed legalization
of euthanasia in the English parliament very depressing. Society
without a moral compass quickly disregards the integrity of all
human life, from the cradle to the grave, from the womb to the
tomb. Humanity is a rich blessing, but must not be defined by
productivity, rather its gift is the very essence of who we are.
Made in God’s image and likeness. Despite the secularization of
western culture music, film, drama, poetry and literature draw
from the wellsprings of spirituality and faith. An example is some
of the best-known movies. The cinematic classic, The Shawshank
Redemption, was released now over 30 years ago. The film did
not connect with filmgoers at the time of its release. However, it
is now one of the most beloved films ever made.

To celebrate the 30th anniversary of its release, Sean Rocks
discussed the continued popularity and artistic merits of the
movie with Stan Benedict on the Arena programme on RTE 1
recently. It is one of my favourite movies; I have often reflected
on the reason for its popularity. The film presents the hero as a
Christ-figure and uses Gospel allegories throughout to explore
the central theme. I find it intriguing in a culture so endemically
secular that Christian spiritual/ religious themes still resonate so
profoundly with millions throughout the world.

The storyline of the film, adapted from a Stephen King novel,

is about a banker, Andy Dufresne, who, though innocent, is
sentenced to two consecutive life sentences for murdering his
wife and her lover. He is incarcerated in Shawshank State Prison,
an oppressive high-walled complex; the grey granite walls
symbolise the utter cruelty of, and the dehumanising system that
is Shawshank. The prison is a metaphor for a world with so much
suffering and cruelty, a world where darkness threatens to destroy
any hope of redemption.

Andy Dufresne functions as a paradigmatic Christ or Redeemer-
figure. Though innocent he is a victim of the sinfulness of others.
Not long after Andy’s arrival at Shawshank, the film begins

to portray his Christ-like features. After meeting Warden

Norton, Andy stands naked in a cross pose as the guards hose

him down. When reflected on in a Gospel light, this ‘baptism’

signifies Andy’s rebirth; descending into the sinful, treacherous
halls of the prison, his path as Christ begins. Warden Norton
impresses upon Andy that life in prison is based on the bible and
discipline. The warden is truly corrupt, inhumane, and callous.
For many reasons, he represents Pharisee figures in the Gospel
who are fixated on the law of God, on rules and regulations, and
lack any compassion. Andy’s presence raises the spirits of his
fellow prisoners. He serves as a beacon of hope, a role model able
to fulfil what they can only dream of - hope and redemption.

Andy befriends a fellow prisoner called Red, a fixer “who can
get things”. Andy asks him to smuggle in a small rock hammer,
implying that he is a craftsman, just as Jesus was. He uses it to

dig out a hole through the cell wall, which will ultimately enable

him to escape. He hides the hammer in the bible given to him by

the warden. We become aware at the end of the film that the Bible
where the hammer is concealed opens at the Book of Exodus,
which features the liberation and redemption of Hebrew slaves by
God.

Through his financial expertise, Andy can secure funding from
the State to improve the library and phonographic facilities for
the inmates. He also secures some cold beers for fellow prisoners.
The scene had a miraculous feel to it, suggesting or hinting at

the miracle of loaves and fishes, where the disciples experienced
healing, dignity restored and inclusion. One of the most powerful
scenes in the film is one where Andy plays a recording of the
famous duet from Mozart’s opera, The Marriage of Figaro, over
the prison PA system. The entire prison is captivated by the
music; Red reflects “I have no idea to this day what those two
Italian ladies were singing about. Truth is, I don’t want to

know. Some things are best left unsaid. I'd like to think they

were singing about something so beautiful; it can’t be expressed
in words and makes your heart ache because of it. I tell you, those
voices soared higher and farther than anybody in a grey place
dare to dream. It was like some beautiful bird flapped into our
drab little cage and made those walls dissolve away, and for the
briefest of moments, every man in Shawshank felt free” It was a
moment of transfiguration, reminiscent of the transfiguration
scene in the Gospels where the disciples caught a glimpse of what
Jesus was offering.

The gospel message, of course, pivots not just on the life of Jesus
but on his death and resurrection. Andy suffers much in the
prison, but the final crucifixion is two months in the isolation of
the ‘hell hole’ Back in his cell that night, he escapes, going into
‘the tomb’ of a long 500-yard sewage pipe and emerging in a new
life (of resurrection) into waters of freedom, standing again in a
cross pose but now bathed in light. His resurrection is completed
through his “ascension” to the idyllic paradise of a small village
on the wide expanse of the blue waters of the Pacific Ocean.

Red later joins Andy to share in this new life of resurrection. They
met on the shore just as the risen Jesus met with the disciples on
the shore of the Sea of Galilee and invited them to continue his
mission. Meanwhile, Andy’s “disciples”, bereft at the loss of their
redeemer, continue to find solace and encouragement from the
memory of what he achieved for them. They were writing their
own gospel. The Shawshank Redemption proclaims a profound
message of hope that obviously resonates deeply with so many
people today. Maybe the film can also reassure Christians of the
universal appeal of the Gospel message.

A wonderful question is asked in the celebrated film, do we get
busy living or get busy dying? I propose in these long summer
days when green things grow and summer blooms, announce
with great joy, the gift of God’s creation, that we live our lives to
the full. May we own and value our moral compass and

our pathways may be level and smooth.



gl[ ~N In Loving Memory of our Mother ‘2
ANNE CARR OLL (NEE KELLY)
Rathmoyle Road, Abbeyleix.
OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED

First Anniversary occurs on July 4th, 2025.
FOR THOSE WHO RECENTLY DIED

Annés Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
on Saturday, July 5%, at 5SPM in the
Church of the Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix.

Sadly missed and forever remembered
by her loving husband Tony; children
Joan, Thomas, & Marian; brother Tom;

Gabrysiak
grandchildren Sarah, Olivia, Tommy,

Esker Hllk‘, Aoife, & Diane; daughter-in-law Katie;
Portlaoi sons-in-law Brian and John; extended family and friends.
ortlaoise. Rest in Peace Mam

Dorota

In Loving Memory of
OLIVER BARTLEY
. e, 91 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
Edlyﬂ 7”6[ (Eddle) 1 s 107 Anniversary occurred
Mansworth = 27" June 2025,
Grange,

Dad, I miss you everyday
You were so precious and unique, a
Guiding light throughout my life,
You were my strength when I was weak.

Stradbally.

Happy memories flood my mind whenever I think of you,

) But you can never be replaced, that much is sadly true.
Elizabeth (Betty)

The fact that you're no longer here still fills my heart with pain,

I wish I had just one last chance to talk with you again.
Cass
(née Carroll) I shall always remembe'r the closeness we had,
I love you and miss you so much,
Greenmount, My kind and thoughtful Dad.
Abbeyleix.

Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by
his daughter Monalisa, son-in-law Donal
and grandchildren Darryl and Stefan.

Esther
Connaughton

No special time is needed for us to think of you,

To us you were someone special

And we thought the world of you,
(née Hilliard)
Marian Avenu e Your memory is our greatest treasure,
3 To have, to love, and keep forever,
Portlaoise. Time slips by, life goes on,
But in our hearts, you are never gone.
Loved and missed by his sons John, Oliver, Shay and Darren,
daughters-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE and the Bartley family.
OUR SYMPATHIES AREWITH _ _
Oliver’s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 28"
THEIR FAMILIES

June at 6:30pm in St. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church.

May Oliver Rest in Peace

B



=g In Loving Memory of

CAMILLUS DUNNE
UK and formerly of Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise

Ist Anniversary occurs on Gth July 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, Portlaoise. Sunday, 6th July 2025 11.15am.

Loving you is eas,
We do it every day.
Missing you is a heartache,
That never goes away.

| Forever loved and deeply missed
by your loving wife Veronica,
daughter Shannon, brother

Eamonn, and extended family
and, friends.

In Loving Memory of

KATHLEEN O’ DOWD

Cherrygarth, Portlaoise.
22nd Anniversary occurred
28th June 2025.
Peace is the serenity of the soul,
The tranquillity of the mind,
And the simplicity of the heart.

-

Sadly missed by all her loving family.

Rest in Peace Kathleen

In Loving Memory of

GAVIN RICE

Cloncough, Kilbricken, Mountrath.

In Loving Memory of

N UALA M CNAMRA (NEE DEEVY)

Ross, Ballyfin, Portlaoise. 5" Anniversary occurred on
Wednesday 25" June 2025.

June comes with sad regret,
Your departure from us we won’t forget.
You're missed in the morning of every day,

Missed the evening as the light faded away.

Loved and always remembered by Dan and

family — Mary, Liam & Una, Marguerite &
John, John, Pauline & Eddie and her loving
grandchildren xxxxx

_—

Anniversary Mass for Nuala will be celebrated in St. Fintan’s
Church, Ballyfin on Sunday 29th June at 10am.

May Nuala Rest in Eternal Peace

12th Anniversary occurs 29th June.
Deep in our hearts you will
always stay,
Loved and remembered every day.

Miss you and love you always, Mam,
Dad, Niamh, Deirdre, Ann-Marie
and extended family xxx

Rest in Peace Gavin

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

In Loving Memory of

MSGR. CAOIMHIN
(KEVIN) O’NEILL

Ballyroan Road, Abbeyleix/Mountrath/Carlow
2nd Anniversary occurs

29th June 2025

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Church of Most Holy Rosary Abbeyleix
on Saturday 5th July at S5pm.

“Death is nothing else but going
home to God, the bond of love will
be unbroken for all eternity” - Mother
Teresa

Thoughts and prayers from all his family and friends.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis

th

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlaoise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 3B Clonminam
Business Park
Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
R32 DWn

Tel: 057 8660258 "+~
Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlaoisestone.ie




4+ KEEGAN’S ¥+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

%

-~

' #QClonminam Business Park
) Portlamse Co. Laois

Q MOCHUA PRINTDESIGN "

_OF YOUR*'LOVGD ON€

A R32 EH11
Contact Matthew . 057 86 34050

087-2549195 - B&info@mochuaprint.ie
David 087-2369887 o R

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise
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'DE LA SALLE BROTHERS CASTLETOWN, CO LAOIS p=™ CHARITY CYCLE FOR
(CEMETERY DAY, SATURDAY, 5TH JULY, MASS AT2PM\ p A T H THE HOMELESS

Since the arrival of the De La Salle Brothers in Castletown, Co Laois, in the = ; AT P :
ear up for a meaningfu ride an make a
1880s, many young men from Co Laois, ha’fe joined the congregation and difference in the lives of the homeless community!
have served the cause of Christian education both at home and abroad. S A N Y s L T e e
There are now almost 500 Brothers resting in the community cemetery in SEEVELEREECIET IS CERCRENTT Ll UL EEL R, LS i 1
Castletown and hundreds of others who are interred abroad are listed in the [ AR i Al aie s e st
rider, everyone is welcome to participate inthis To Homelessness
memorial garden. Family members and relatives of these men who led [iram-utyus Arspuiapg
geventful - even heroic - lives will have an opportunity to remember and ==
share stories on with§
| Mass beginning in the parish church at 2pm.
“When we have joy we crave to share; we remember them. n
When we have achievements that are based on theirs; we remember them. & .\
y Foras long as we live, they too will live, for they are now a part of us,
as, we remember them.”

Saturda.y, Jllly 23“1 SUPPORTED BY:
e PORTLADISE NEWBRIDGE GC, POST 27 IRISH U N VETS ASSOCIATION AND
PLAZA PORTLADISE PLAZA JONCTION 17 TOUGHER PORTLADISE

JUNCTION 17 EVENT:

CHECK IN FROM 8AM REGISTERED T0 CYCLE IRELAND
e 100KM STARTS AT 9:15AM '/ CYCLING XX
DECORATIVE STONEY r 53KM STARTS AT 9:30AW IRELAND !&: j
REGISTRATION VIA
SAND AND GRAVEL CYCLING IRELAND 100 KM
TOPSOIL COMPOST i e (T @
IRRLAATY FOR EITHER

BARK MULCH

KYLE 085

PORTLAOISE
R32 T2V? 7020537

s (2 NGO i

HELMETS MUST BE WORN FOR ALL EVENTS!

All participants will receive a T-shirt + gift bag valued at €30 on the day!

FOOD STOP & REFRESHMENTS ON ROUTE & SUPPORT VEHICLES FOR BOTH EVENTS

ALL PROCEEDS TO P.A.T.H FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE HOMELESS!!
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ST. PETER & PAULS

PORTLAOISE CEMETERY COMMITTEE

Would like to THANK YOU for generously supporting our recent
Church Gate Collection & our shared Cemetery Sunday Collection.

Special Thanks to our sponsors:

Browne’s

PLANT AND AGRI HIRE

FITZPATRICK ANIMAL FEEDS J

TARMACADAM LTD.

Portlacise Tel: 085 1147774 W THOMAS LACEY
Tim, Sim & Sharon

AGM MEETING

Portlaoise Cemetery Committee would like to invite anyone who wishes to join the committee
or to help out, to our open AGM MEETING on the 30th of June
in the Portlaoise Parish Centre at 7.30pm

SUNDAY
13TH JULY
AHEEN Yz

VINTAGE RALLY W3z

T!‘( AC Proceeds In Aid Of R32A257
L Teac Tom
"~ & Local Charities & Causes Music bv

€5 ADMISSION T Gavin Gribben &
Py [ushiing Rafferty With Band

SPEGIAL GUESTS
- TIE SH&H‘MN & FARMER PHIL

OG ow |N The Hven Rescue
ASSOCIATION WITH ]
Vintage Tractor & Car Display,
Trucks/Motorbikes/Stationary Engines, Autojumble,
Threshing, Country Market, Wheel of fortune,
Auction, Forge , Bake Sale, Childrens Entertainment

& Lots more!

W ®RAHEENVINTAGECLUB

For more information contact:
& i Chris 0877691972, Seamus 0861502150
=" Alanna 0857218823, Eddie 0857648090

Email: R; 1hccn\|'lnl1gn-ﬁloullook COm

Ta an ceapachan seo ag brath ar ghrinnscrida Reatha & ni mér don iarrthéir rathail
traenail TUSLA agus Camhdach Linbh a bhaint amach.

Caithfidh an iarrthéir a bheith cumasach i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla.

Taithi oifige/ taithi le hobair rinaiochta/ riarachain riachtanach, maraon le scileanna
idirphearsa iontacha.

Ni mér ach go mbeadh iarrthéiri cumasach i gcuntasai, i bparolla agus scileanna TE a
bheith ar a dtoil acu- Word, Excel, Database, Digital Media srl.

Beidh dualgaisi breise san aireamh i dtacaiocht leis an bpriomhoide, an leasphriom-
hoide agus an fhoireann.

An bhuncailiocht ata ag teastail na Ardteist n6 cailiocht eile den leibhéal céanna.

Ba cheart go mbeadh beirt réiteoir luaite (Uimhreacha teagmhala san aireamh).
Cuir d’iarratas (litir iarratais agus CV) go cathaoirleach@gaelscoil-
phortlaoise.net roimh an 7 Iuil 2025 (ag 12.00 i.n).

The appointment is subject to Garda Vetting and the successful candidate will be
required to undertake TUSLA and Child Protection Training.

This position is subject to a 6-month probationary period.

Candidate must be proficient in both Irish and English.

Experience in office/secretarial work/ administration or related environment is
essential as are excellent interpersonal skills.

Applicant must be proficient in accounts and pay-roll administration and have excel-
lent computer skills-Word, Excel, Database, Digital Media etc.

The post will include additional secretarial duties in support of the Principal, Deputy
Principal and staff.

Minimum qualification: Leaving Cert or equivalent

Applications must include at least two referees (Include contact details).
Appointment subject to Garda Vetting and the successful candidate will be required
to undertake TUSLA and Child Protection training.

Please send a letter of application & CV to cathaoirleach@gaelscoil-
phortlaoise.net no later than July 7th 2025 (12.00 pm).

{;r“'“ Lsc O'I\, “Ni neart go cur le cheile!”
Fon: 051-8688293

F OV TLOOISE  E-phost: runaiegaelscoilphortiacise.net
Eircod R32YA66



Portlaoise Parish

Results for
26" June 2025

RFPe) o0 (o0 )

No €17,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Jody Phelan Lucy Kelly
David O’Hara Lotto Gift

Orla Connolly 12 John Connolly
Alana Farrell Janet O’Neill
Billy Martley Match Martley’s Shop
Gary Preston 3s Eileen Preston
Jack Kelly : Anthony Preston
Darren Fitzpatrick BOCE YD Tony Fit‘;patrick
Mary Brennan €84 Thelma Brown
Tona Redmond each Parish Centre

Happiness Agha

Greg Keenan

Sarah Burke M.T. Burke

Play PARISH Follow Us ’ @PortlaciseParis
@@NCJ?@@ % Lil{e US 0 portlaoiseparishlaois

www.portlaoiseparish.ie

Next Week’s Jackpot is €18,000

The priests of the parish will attend their
communion rounds this week.

Peter's Pence Collection takes place at this time
The Peter's Pence Collection unites us in solidarity to the Holy See
and its works of charity to those in need. Your generosity allows
the Pope to respond to our suffering brothers and sisters.

Envelopes in Development Boxes. Thank you for your support.

Supporting our Parish

‘Each one must give as he or she has decided in their heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver' 2 Corinthians 9:7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaocise Parish Account: IBAN: IES53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaocise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Deacon Eugene Keyes
* Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Par 'sh:_fgegtre-

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 8600119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

I’ k LINK UP
"] Monday to Friday
bp 9am to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: Tuesday 5pm or
12 noon Wednesday (subject to availability of space)
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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AUCTIONEERS BT

LOFFA

CHARITY PARTNER

GAA CLUB - PIIB'I'I-MIISE GO. l.nms 332 YIGII
TIME : 9.00 AH - 9.00 PM

POWERED BY

BLUECHIP |7

TILES | LAMIMATED FLOORS | BATHROOMS

BOUNCY CASTLE | TUG OF WAR | ARMWRESLTING HONOUF!ING THE GUEST & SPONSORS,
MULTICUSINE FOOD STALL | GAMES AND FUN MULTI CULTURAL PROGRAMMES | MUSICAL NIGHT
BOWLING | PENALITY SHOOT OUT THIRUVATHIRA COMPETITION,
FAMILY FUN | FACE PANTING LIVE MUSIC BAND SHOW | LIVE DJ

v.Utsav.ie @info@utsav.ie FOIIOW us on @ Utsav Midland Fest @ utsav_mi



