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TREO NUA Portlaoise Resource Centre
Cafe available to rent

in the Heart of our Vibrant Centre.
Call or email for information

 

We look forward to hearing from you

057 8686145 | manager@treonua.com



24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
Shop: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING
• SCHOOL CLEANING,

• GENERAL HOUSE CLEANING,

• DEEP CLEANING,

• END OF TENANCY CLEANING,

• OFFICES, SCHOOLS, SHOPS, SALONS & MORE
CONTACT US FOR ALL 

YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

• Home improvements and repairs
• Flooring, tiling, carpets
• Fence maintenance and repair
• Painting inside/outside and decorating
• Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
• Furniture assembly and installation

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
CHURCH AVENUE, STRADBALLY
▪ TARMACADAM

▪ KERBING

▪ DRAINAGE

FREE QUOTATIONS | VAT REGISTERED
TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

PROFESSIONAL 
PAINTER & 
DECORATOR
• 20+ YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

• HAND-PAINTED KITCHENS & BESPOKE FURNITURE

CONTACT GARY KELLY
086 071 7172

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
- All Domestic Plumbing
- Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
- Water Softener Installation
- Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN 
085 114 1395

DS PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE &
GROUNDWORKS

Patios, driveways, stump removal, 

lawns,kerbing, hedging, fencing, drainage.

Call now for a competitive quote!

�� 085 775 9975
✉ dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and 

home entertainment equipment.
Supply, fit, and repair;

Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

BLESSING’S TREE SURGERY
Expert in all aspects 

of dangerous tree removal.
Qualified, experienced, 

fully licensed & insured arborist.

CONTACT TOM
087 363 6966

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

▪ Painting & 
Decorating 

▪ Kitchen Fitting
▪ Furniture 

Assembly
▪ Flooring

▪ Carpentry
▪ Tiling
▪ Bathrooms
▪ General 

Maintenance

ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
Domestic Plumbing & 

Oil-Fired Central Heating
Plumber on call for

Portlaoise & surrounding areas

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
▪ Hinges & Handles
▪ Letterboxes
▪ Sliding Patio Door Rollers
▪ Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured
�� 083 315 3211

�� www.kukic-hms.ie
PAINTING & DECORATING
▪ Interior & Exterior
▪ Power Washing
▪ 15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured

�� 089 445 9958
�� www.kukic-hms.ie

NEW YEAR – FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
FREE COLLECTION OF ALL SCRAP METAL: 

WASHING MACHINES, COOKERS, 
LAWNMOWERS, ETC.

GARDEN SHEDS CLEARED, FENCES AND 
SEWER ISSUES RESOLVED.

MINI-DIGGER AND SMALL TIPPER TRUCK 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE.

CONTACT RICHARD
085 252 9893

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Reliable, affordable help with:
▪ Gutter Cleaning
▪ Power Washing
▪ Grass Cutting
▪ Window Cleaning
▪ Interior & Exterior Painting

No job too big or small! 

Professional service
at great rates.

CONTACT MICK 
085 215 1277

SOCIAL DANCING
Every Sunday Night at 

The Rock Inn, R32 EY73
Where Only the Best Bands Play

Admission: €10 | Time: 9:00pm – 11:30pm
For more info, contact Joe: 

087 231 5526

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
Couple with small dogs seeking rental 
accommodation in village or town in 
Laois, or nearby with access to public 
transport. Good reference available 
from current landlord. Open to short 

or long-term rental, available 
immediately. We’d love to hear from 

you—thank you!

Tel: 085 780 8237

Sunday 29th June
Feat. Jimmy Hogan & Lar Kenny



PHOENIX GARDENERS
22 years’ experience 
maintaining Phoenix Park. 
Small to medium jobs done.

- Grass cutting & trimming
- Tree pruning
- Hedge trimming 

CONTACT 087 323 3336

ROSARY AT 
THE GROTTO 
Rosary will be 
recited at the grotto on  
FRIDAY 4TH JULY AT 8PM. 
ALL ARE WELCOME.

CLEANER 
REQUIRED 

1 day a week for two hours

CONTACT 
089-2247583

MISSING KITTEN
Grey and white, last seen in 

Chapel Street area of Ballyroan, 
kittten's name is Oggy. 

Beloved family pet. 

For any information, please contact;

 JOANNE 085-2040333 
OR CLAIRE 087-3429608

CHILDMINDER NEEDED
Childminder wanted for two children 

(aged 2 years and 6 months) 
three days per week, with care to 

take place either in our home or the 
childminder’s home. Start date is 

flexible but ideally from September. 
If interested, please contact;

085 702 4480

POSITION AVAILABLE
Magic Moments, Portlaoise 

seeks enthusiastic childcare professional 
for maternity cover (Sept–June). Level 6+ 

in Early Childhood Ed, ECCE & SAC 
experience, Aistear/Siolta knowledge 

required. Team player with strong 
communication skills.

Email:magicmoments78@gmail.com 
FAO Nuala

Divine Mercy Chaplet Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church. 

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath:  Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm 
(Adoration). 

Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm. 

Vocations Society of St. Joseph: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations 
Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish Church.  

Legion of Mary invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in 
prayer and service to Our Lady 

Radio Maria Ireland is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, 
talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook 
Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

Community Notices

Religious Notes

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.  

Parish Centre Whist Results: June 24 Winners: Top Score – B Jackson; 1st Lady – P Murphy; 2nd Lady – P 
Dowling; 1st Gent – S Duff; 2nd Gent – P Quinn; 1st Half – F Benn & J McNamara; 2nd Half – B Cahill; Juvenile 
– G Farrelly. Raffle: 1st - B Cahill, 2nd- C Drought, 3rd- P Purcell, 4th – L Cooper, 5th- K Farrell, 6th- B Murphy. 
Thanks for your support – whist continues Tuesdays at 7.30pm, all welcome. 
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CV
Global

Certified
ISO 9001:2015

Quality ManagementCE
RT

IFI

CATION - VERIFIED

CV
Global

Certified
ISO 14001:2015
Environmental
Management

CE
RT

IFI

CATION - VERIFIED

PROCUREMENT
PICK & PACK

MAIL 
MARKETING

GRAPHIC 
DESIGN

CORPORATE & 
RETAIL PRINT

BOOK
PUBLICATIONS

VEHICLE 
GRAPHICS

WIDE FORMAT 
PRINTING

MERCHANDISE &
PROMOTIONAL 
ITEMS

★ BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY
    – MIDLANDS 2022
★ ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED TO KNOW

mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
 045 433569

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11
  057 8634050





Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

A moral compass offers direction informed by values. 
Christianity, is a wonderful moral compass, based on gospel 
values of faith, hope and love. I found recent majority votes, 
regarding abortion up to 40 weeks and the proposed legalization 
of euthanasia in the English parliament very depressing. Society 
without a moral compass quickly disregards the integrity of all 
human life, from the cradle to the grave, from the womb to the 
tomb. Humanity is a rich blessing, but must not be defined by 
productivity, rather its gift is the very essence of who we are. 
Made in God’s image and likeness. Despite the secularization of 
western culture music, film, drama, poetry and literature draw 
from the wellsprings of spirituality and faith. An example is some 
of the best-known movies. The cinematic classic, The Shawshank 
Redemption, was released now over 30 years ago. The film did 
not connect with filmgoers at the time of its release. However, it 
is now one of the most beloved films ever made.  

To celebrate the 30th anniversary of its release, Sean Rocks 
discussed the continued popularity and artistic merits of the 
movie with Stan Benedict on the Arena programme on RTÉ 1 
recently. It is one of my favourite movies; I have often reflected 
on the reason for its popularity.  The film presents the hero as a 
Christ-figure and uses Gospel allegories throughout to explore 
the central theme. I find it intriguing in a culture so endemically 
secular that Christian spiritual/ religious themes still resonate so 
profoundly with millions throughout the world. 

The storyline of the film, adapted from a Stephen King novel, 
is about a banker, Andy Dufresne, who, though innocent, is 
sentenced to two consecutive life sentences for murdering his 
wife and her lover. He is incarcerated in Shawshank State Prison, 
an oppressive high-walled complex; the grey granite walls 
symbolise the utter cruelty of, and the dehumanising system that 
is Shawshank. The prison is a metaphor for a world with so much 
suffering and cruelty, a world where darkness threatens to destroy 
any hope of redemption. 

Andy Dufresne functions as a paradigmatic Christ or Redeemer-
figure. Though innocent he is a victim of the sinfulness of others. 
Not long after Andy’s arrival at Shawshank, the film begins 

to portray his Christ-like features. After meeting Warden 
Norton, Andy stands naked in a cross pose as the guards hose 

him down. When reflected on in a Gospel light, this ‘baptism’ 
signifies Andy’s rebirth; descending into the sinful, treacherous 
halls of the prison, his path as Christ begins. Warden Norton 
impresses upon Andy that life in prison is based on the bible and 
discipline. The warden is truly corrupt, inhumane, and callous. 
For many reasons, he represents Pharisee figures in the Gospel 
who are fixated on the law of God, on rules and regulations, and 
lack any compassion. Andy’s presence raises the spirits of his 
fellow prisoners. He serves as a beacon of hope, a role model able 
to fulfil what they can only dream of – hope and redemption. 

Andy befriends a fellow prisoner called Red, a fixer “who can 
get things”. Andy asks him to smuggle in a small rock hammer, 
implying that he is a craftsman, just as Jesus was. He uses it to 

dig out a hole through the cell wall, which will ultimately enable 
him to escape. He hides the hammer in the bible given to him by 

the warden. We become aware at the end of the film that the Bible 
where the hammer is concealed opens at the Book of Exodus, 
which features the liberation and redemption of Hebrew slaves by 
God. 

Through his financial expertise, Andy can secure funding from 
the State to improve the library and phonographic facilities for 
the inmates. He also secures some cold beers for fellow prisoners. 
The scene had a miraculous feel to it, suggesting or hinting at 
the miracle of loaves and fishes, where the disciples experienced 
healing, dignity restored and inclusion. One of the most powerful 
scenes in the film is one where Andy plays a recording of the 
famous duet from Mozart’s opera, The Marriage of Figaro, over 
the prison PA system. The entire prison is captivated by the 
music; Red reflects “I have no idea to this day what those two 
Italian ladies were singing about. Truth is, I don’t want to 
know. Some things are best left unsaid. I’d like to think they 
were singing about something so beautiful; it can’t be expressed 
in words and makes your heart ache because of it. I tell you, those 
voices soared higher and farther than anybody in a grey place 
dare to dream. It was like some beautiful bird flapped into our 
drab little cage and made those walls dissolve away, and for the 
briefest of moments, every man in Shawshank felt free.” It was a 
moment of transfiguration, reminiscent of the transfiguration 
scene in the Gospels where the disciples caught a glimpse of what 
Jesus was offering. 

The gospel message, of course, pivots not just on the life of Jesus 
but on his death and resurrection. Andy suffers much in the 
prison, but the final crucifixion is two months in the isolation of 
the ‘hell hole’. Back in his cell that night, he escapes, going into 
‘the tomb’ of a long 500-yard sewage pipe and emerging in a new 
life (of resurrection) into waters of freedom, standing again in a 
cross pose but now bathed in light. His resurrection is completed 
through his “ascension” to the idyllic paradise of a small village 
on the wide expanse of the blue waters of the Pacific Ocean.  

Red later joins Andy to share in this new life of resurrection. They 
met on the shore just as the risen Jesus met with the disciples on 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee and invited them to continue his 
mission. Meanwhile, Andy’s “disciples”, bereft at the loss of their 
redeemer, continue to find solace and encouragement from the 
memory of what he achieved for them. They were writing their 
own gospel. The Shawshank Redemption proclaims a profound 
message of hope that obviously resonates deeply with so many 
people today. Maybe the film can also reassure Christians of the 
universal appeal of the Gospel message. 

A wonderful question is asked in the celebrated film, do we get 
busy living or get busy dying? I propose in these long summer 
days when green things grow and summer blooms, announce 
with great joy, the gift of God’s creation, that we live our lives to 
the full. May we own and value our moral compass and 
our pathways may be level and smooth.  

The Shawshank Redemption 



OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED 

FOR THOSE WHO RECENTLY DIED

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
OUR SYMPATHIES ARE WITH 

THEIR FAMILIES

Dorota 
Gabrysiak

Esker Hills,  
Portlaoise.

Edward (Eddie) 
Mansworth

Grange,  
Stradbally.

Elizabeth (Betty) 
Cass

(née Carroll)
Greenmount, 

Abbeyleix.

Esther 
Connaughton

(née Hilliard)
Marian Avenue, 

Portlaoise.

In Loving Memory of our Mother

ANNE CARROLL (NÉE KELLY)
Rathmoyle Road, Abbeyleix. 

First Anniversary occurs on July 4th, 2025.

 Anne’s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 
on Saturday, July 5th, at 5PM in the 

Church of the Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix.

Sadly missed and forever remembered 
by her loving husband Tony; children 

Joan, Thomas, & Marian; brother Tom; 
grandchildren Sarah, Olivia, Tommy, 

Aoife, & Diane; daughter-in-law Katie; 
sons-in-law Brian and John; extended family and friends. 

Rest in Peace Mam

In Loving Memory of 

OLIVER BARTLEY
91 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

10th Anniversary occurred  
27th June 2025.

Dad, I miss you everyday
You were so precious and unique, a 
Guiding light throughout my life,

You were my strength when I was weak. 

Happy memories flood my mind whenever I think of you, 
But you can never be replaced, that much is sadly true.

The fact that you’re no longer here still fills my heart with pain, 
I wish I had just one last chance to talk with you again.

I shall always remember the closeness we had,
I love you and miss you so much,

My kind and thoughtful Dad.

Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by 
his daughter Monalisa, son-in-law Donal

and grandchildren Darryl and Stefan.

No special time is needed for us to think of you,
To us you were someone special 

And we thought the world of you,

Your memory is our greatest treasure, 
To have, to love, and keep forever, 

Time slips by, life goes on, 
But in our hearts, you are never gone.

Loved and missed by his sons John, Oliver, Shay and Darren, 
daughters-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren 

and the Bartley family.

Oliver’s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 28th 
June at 6:30pm in St. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church.

 
May Oliver Rest in Peace



In Loving Memory of 

NUALA McNAMARA (NÉE DEEVY)
Ross, Ballyfin, Portlaoise. 5th Anniversary occurred on 

Wednesday 25th June 2025.

June comes with sad regret,
Your departure from us we won’t forget.

You’re missed in the morning of every day,
 Missed the evening as the light faded away.

Loved and always remembered by Dan and 
family – Mary, Liam & Una, Marguerite & 

John, John, Pauline & Eddie and her loving 
grandchildren xxxxx 

Anniversary Mass for Nuala will be celebrated in St. Fintan’s 
Church, Ballyfin on Sunday 29th June at 10am.

May Nuala Rest in Eternal Peace

In Loving Memory of

CAMILLUS DUNNE
UK and formerly of Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise

1st Anniversary occurs on 6th July 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter & Paul’s 

Parish Church, Portlaoise. Sunday, 6th July 2025 11.15am.

Loving you is easy, 
We do it every day.

Missing you is a heartache, 
That never goes away.

Forever loved and deeply missed 
by your loving wife Veronica, 
daughter Shannon, brother 
Eamonn, and extended family  

        and friends.

In Loving Memory of

MSGR. CAOIMHÍN 
(KEVIN) O’NEILL

Ballyroan Road, Abbeyleix/Mountrath/Carlow
2nd Anniversary occurs  

29th June 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 

Church of Most Holy Rosary Abbeyleix 
on Saturday 5th July at 5pm. 

“Death is nothing else but going 
home to God, the bond of love will 

be unbroken for all eternity” - Mother 
Teresa

 Thoughts and prayers from all his family and friends.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis

In Loving Memory of 

KATHLEEN O’ DOWD
Cherrygarth, Portlaoise.

22nd Anniversary occurred 
28th June 2025.

Peace is the serenity of the soul,
The tranquillity of the mind,

And the simplicity of the heart.

Sadly missed by all her loving family.

Rest in Peace Kathleen

In Loving Memory of 

GAVIN RICE
Cloncough, Kilbricken, Mountrath.
12th Anniversary occurs 29th June.

Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay,

Loved and remembered every day.
 

Miss you and love you always, Mam, 
Dad, Niamh, Deirdre, Ann-Marie 

and extended family xxx

Rest in Peace Gavin



MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A Special Memory
of your Loved One

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A Special MemoryA Special MemoryA Special Memory
of your Loved One
A Special Memory

of your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved One

 �����������������������
��������������������
��
�	���
�������������
��������������������
� ������������������

Rest in 
Peace



Rúnaí Lánaimseartha ag Teastáil /
 Full-Time Secretary Required in Gaelscoil Phortlaoise

Tá an ceapachán seo ag brath ar ghrinnscrúdú Reatha & ní mór don iarrthóir rathúil 
traenáil TUSLA agus Cúmhdach Linbh a bhaint amach. 
Caithfidh an iarrthóir a bheith cumasach i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla.
Taithí oifige/ taithí le hobair rúnaíochta/ riaracháin riachtanach, maraon le scileanna 
idirphearsa iontacha.
Ní mór ach go mbeadh iarrthóirí cumasach i gcúntasaí, i bpárolla agus scileanna TE a 
bheith ar a dtoil acu- Word, Excel, Database, Digital Media srl.
Beidh dualgaisí breise san áireamh i dtacaíocht leis an bpríomhoide, an leasphríom-
hoide agus an fhoireann.
An bhuncáilíocht atá ag teastáil ná Ardteist nó cáilíocht eile den leibhéal céanna.
Ba cheart go mbeadh beirt réiteoir luaite (Uimhreacha teagmhála san áireamh).
Cuir d’iarratas (litir iarratais agus CV) go cathaoirleach@gaelscoil-
phortlaoise.net roimh an 7 Iúil 2025 (ag 12.00 i.n).

The appointment is subject to Garda Vetting and the successful candidate will be 
required to undertake TUSLA and Child Protection Training.
This position is subject to a 6-month probationary period.
Candidate must be proficient in both Irish and English.
Experience in office/secretarial work/ administration or related environment is 
essential as are excellent interpersonal skills.
Applicant must be proficient in accounts and pay-roll administration and have excel-
lent computer skills-Word, Excel, Database, Digital Media etc.
The post will include additional secretarial duties in support of the Principal, Deputy 
Principal and staff.
Minimum qualification: Leaving Cert or equivalent
Applications must include at least two referees (Include contact details).
Appointment subject to Garda Vetting and the successful candidate will be required 
to undertake TUSLA and Child Protection training. 
Please send a letter of application & CV to cathaoirleach@gaelscoil-
phortlaoise.net no later than July 7th 2025 (12.00 pm).





Mochua Print & Design | 057 8634050 | www.mochuaprint.ie
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