PORTLAOISE Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time
PARISH

3rd August 2025 This week marks the 250th anniversary of the birth of Daniel O'Connell
(1775-1847), one of Ireland’s greatest political leaders, affectionately
remembered as The Libergtor. Born in Co, Kerry, O'Connell wias a man of
deep conviction and towering intellect, who changed the course of Irish
history through peaceful, constitutional means.

250 Years since the birth of

Daniel O’'Connell
{born 6th August 1775)

p The Liberator

We thank God for the
Religious Freedom we enjoy.

Above all, 0'Connell is remembered for his central role in achieving Catholic
Emancipation—a long and bitter struggle that culminated in 1829 when the
British Parliament finally lifted many of the legal restrictions that had been
imposed on Catholics for over a century.

O'Connell's achievement was not just political—it was deeply spiritual.

He was a devout Catholic who believed that faith and justice must go hand in
hand. He once declared, "My political creed is short and simple. It consists in
believing that all men are entitled as of right and justice to religious and civil
liberty. ™

O'Connell aided and abetted by the Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin JKL

O'Connell did not stand alone. Among his greatest allies was Bishop
James Doyle of Kildare & Leighlin, (1736—1834) better known by his
initials JKL. Bishop Doyle’s powerful writings and public witness gave a
calm but forceful Catholic voice to the campaign. He defended the rights
of Catholics with a clarity and charity that impressed even his opponents,
famously telling a parliamentary committee: “The poorest man in lreland
has the same rights before God as the proudest peer.”

Together, 0'Connell and Doyle helped change the course of Irish history
— with lessons still worth remembering: the power of peaceful protest,
the strength of unity, and the enduring hope for justice.

As we remember O'Connell and Bishop Doyle, we're reminded that the
fight for justice and dignity is not just history — it's a living call to each of
us, in our parish and community, to stand for what is right with courage

and faith, The statue of JKL in Carlow Cathedral .
Carved in Carara marble by Ireland's leading
sculpture of the tirme, John Hogan.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 ; B @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie g | il:p U5 ) fb.com/portlaciseparishlacis
fb.com/fportlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



God's Pension Plan

A farmer has a lucky year and =—
finds himself with an abundani
crop. He decides to tear down his
bams and build bigger ones in
which 1o store it In the meantime,
he decides io take a well earmed
rest, eatng drinking and making
merry, confident thal his fulure is finandally secured. “You foal,”
says, God, “this very nighl your life is being demanded of you.”

Does the parabla seem a litle harsh? The farmer seamed an
honest enough character. He wasn't making money from an llegal
aclivity. He simply seemed 1o be enjoving the benefils of a bumper
harvest, Any one of us could have an unexpected windfall, Any
one of us could enjoy a lottery win, a tax refund or an unexpecied

inheritance, It would be considered prudent in most circles that we | |

invest the proceads. It is drummed into ws from an eary age to
sava for a rainy day or o pay inlo a pension plan in order to cater
for our bwalight years, Any one of us could be the farmer in today's
reading. Was his bahaniour S0 very Wiong?

There's an often misquoled proverb. It reads, “"Money is the root of
all evil.” Of course it should read, "The love of money is the root of
all evil,” Jesus isn't advising us not 1o work hard or not to eam
maonay. Jesus is probably not encouraging us (o avoid planning for
our old age. Jesus is cartainly not promoting that we spend money
in @ big hwrry because tomorrow we might be dead. The famer is a
fool, not because he builds bigger barns, that's a farmer's job, but
because he thinks he can manage the fulure, Worse, he believes
that his monay and his monay alone can safeguard his fulure. He
is great at managing his money, bul not great al managing his
soul. Too late, he learns this truth at death’s door.

The miessage is simple and comes in the lasi line of the  reading.
Thera i absolutaly no point storing up treaswres if you are not Ach
towards God. Being rich towards God is the only worthwhile pen-
sion policy, because al the end of the day, you can'l lake your
money with you and yvou certainly can't buy your way inte heaven

Iif we are financially well off, being rich towards God will mean
sharing cur wealth, i we are successiul business pecple we mus!
make surg our businesses benefil our communities and those on
the margins of our communities. If we are not well off, being rich
towards God will mean sharing our time and our skills, VWhatever
age you are, t's not oo lale to start investing in God's pansion
plan!

Tomorrow (Monday 4th August] is the
anniversary of the episcopal ordination of
Bishop Denis Nulty. Bishop Denis celebrates
A the 12th anniversary of his ordination as
Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin.

Mass times for the coming week
5T. PETER & PAUL™S CHURCH
Maonday [Bank Holiday): 10am
Tuesday—Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil &.30pm [Satwrday)
£.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
Church of the Assumption, The Heath
Sunday: 9.30am
Church of the Holy Cross, Ratheniska
Sunday: 10am
COMFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6. 30pm Mass.

HEATH CEMETERY MASS
Friday, 15th August

Feast of the Assumption
Procescion, Rosary at 7pm
Mazs at 7.30pm

We welcome into our Parish Community
Lily Brigid McEvay, Ballycaman
Darcy Foy, Rockview Green
Mina Baith O'Connar Murphy, Mount Stewart

Who wera baptised last weekend.

There was once a rich man wha, having had a good harvest
from his land, thought to himself What am 110 do...7

The Feast of the o
Transfiguration
Jesus is an excellent life ii}&
mentor. Today we see him
recognise that Peter James
some kind of emaotional boost. He took them up
a high mountain and treated them to a vision.
The wision showed a transfigured Jesus, as
Moses, The vwision showed the disciples a
glimpse of the glory that they would one day
share, Doubtless it was a vision they could
motivation. As Christ's disciples we might
motivate ourselves with a wvision of a world
without poverty or war ... oF simply to improve

Gth August
and John were downhearted and in need of
dazzling as the sun speaking with Elijah and
conjure  whenever they were in need of
the life of one other person,




MULHALL MEATS

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€15.99/kg

| P |

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

Full Range Of Fresh =~ F [ S H =« Available 7 days a week!

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Malhall's Superala. Phome 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST
HEARING AID

{ tant

C.onsiutl

Patricia Hi]m-.lrt‘m
H .!L ﬁ T M.1.58. H.A. A

o otk Pricvale &

+  Compreheraive Heoring Avsestment Adults A Paediatrics S years «

+ Full renge of Digital Hearing Aids availoble mcl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE OLIEWTS

+ Pre-employment Tests/Ocoupational Scrooning Tests

v Bor mouldd, Cinttom mede Sem Plugd, Maticiaont Moulds, etc

+ Hearing Aid Batterics, Mener Repairs, etc. (incl pesital service]
+  Bar Wax femovsl Servce

+  Spciol WeHare Grant available To eligble clients

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

{Entrance beside Macra MNa Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 0BT B692289 Mobile: 085 BE6BEOA
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www Kilmartinaudiclogy.ie

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic

tive life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park,

Portlacise
JOHMN SUGRUE ps: visg upce
MNICOLA CALDBECK ne: wimcr usacs
COMNOR BOLTOM ase s vosee

087 666 4808
wwrw. laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

Filotes Classes - Limited Availability!
There's still some availability in our curvent Mock of
Pilates classes (heginner and intermediate levels) before uee
take a break for August.

Te book a spet, please call or email the clinic,

Weekly Closs Schedule:
Monday: Osteo Class amith John (Paridh Cenere, #2500
Tuesday: Senior Exercise Class with Comor (s
! o)
Wednesday: Online Pilates (%50
Oateo Class (Chne, R
Thiersday: Oster Class (Clake, 5000m)




sl & Scoil Fionntiin Naofa,
: Shanahoe

will host their annual
Truck, Tractor & Vintage
Road Run

Sunday, September 7
Registration from 1pm
Shanahoe Community Hall Rs2ESFR

departing at 2pm sharp

th 2025

Hr.*.gi-ﬂ_ ration Fee €20

Vintage all the way to new are welcome!

Kids HI;_', Wy I!'I-.d'l.:'.' Fun Run-=Food~Refreshments~

W monies raised will

BUfHETL CdiE sl ]

: TFRICINAL

07 % THERAPIES We are local and here for you

Housing Assessments
= Housing Adaptation Grant

assessments and reports.
= Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,

ramps, extensions, etc.

Paediatric A I

» Decupational Therapy
assessments to help your
child grow.

» Supporting children's
development at home. in

school, and during play.

Contact Us Today fior an Apgointment: O Ea40)
.i'\-\
L} 083150 6755 %
=

= infeporiginaltherapiesie (L)
whaw Originaltharapiogio

TremmALL

Agri & Industrial Hydraulic Supplies
Dils « Hose « Chain « Bearings « U-Belts

Enging & Hydoose od
Grease & Luba
AdBiss, Filter & Batteries [

Hydraulic Heae Replacemant
BEP { Maftnc { JIC | ORFS
Beits, Beanngs & Chains

Uit 25, Bay Road Business Park Moummedlick Co. Lagds - RI2EDDE
Email: WPd s TonmemALLcom

O 083 183 4952

Class of 2025

An exhibition of

Mountmellick Embroidery
by the class of 25 will be held on
August 20™ in the
Parish Centre, Portlaocise.
Created about 1825 to provide an income for
distressed ladies this white on white wark is the anly
embroidery that can be said to be truly Irish.

It gets its name from the nearby town where it
originated.
Meeting held each Monday Night in Parish Centre,
this group of extremely talented ladies toil away
stitching and ripping to create these

exceptional pieces.
There will be a display of Quilts,
Tablecloths, Table Runners, Fﬁ‘
Ring cushions & Framed Pieces.

Ladies will be on hand to
demonstrate a stitch or two.

Taking place in National
Heritage week the exhibition is
open to everyone all are
welcome to come along
between 10am-6pm on Wednesday August 20™

We wish to acknowledge the great help of staff of
Parish Centre for facilitating this exhibition and
our Heritage Officers Oisin & Thomas with
Laois County Council

LA Rast Tk




A
BREEN STEEL SHEDS

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois
Tel; 087-9444098 [ 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

+ Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

+ PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

+ Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

+ Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

+ All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

+ Dur range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle
storage in residential areas, small workshops, office accommeodation, store rooms, games rooms.

g]t’h. cr > 'r""
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DECORATIVE STOMNE

SAND AND GRAVEL

TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH

KYLE 085
a2 Tave. 7020537

Every Thursday and Friday Night in St. Mary’s Hall

Starts Epm
Buzses collecting froen theer usual pick-up points in ik Porifacse area at T:30pm.

Hmj.Th Services & Fuels Lid

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION « NEED HOME HEATING OIL?

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING -
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519 * NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669




Y NOLAN

Nolan

“==" LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING

School Cleaning,
General House Cleaning,
Deep Cleaning, :

End of Tenancy Cleaning, A
Offices, schools, shops, salons & more
CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

oy GREG
i THE HANDYMAN

CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

® Flooring, tiling, carpets

* Fence maintenance and repair

* Painting inside/outside and decorating

* Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
® Furniture assembly and installation

PROFESSIONAL %
PAINTER & i
DECORATOR

e 20+ Years’ Experience

e Interior & Exterior | Residential & Commercial
* Hand-Painted Kitchens & Bespoke Furniture

CONTACT GARY KELLY
086 071 7172

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally

Tarmacadam

Kerbing

Drainage

Free Quotations | VAT Registered
Tel: 083 021 1577

Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All Domestic Plumbing
Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
Water Softener Installation
Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

DS PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE &
GROUNDWORKS &&=

Patios, driveways, stump removal,

lawns, kerbing, hedging, fencing,
drainage.

Call now for a competitive quote!

085 775 9975
DSGROUNDWORKS22@GMAIL.COM

LAOIS TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

¢ Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

* Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

S&R SERVICES PAINTING,
e 2| DECORATION
e Kitchen Fitting  ® Bathrooms No JOb too blg or small. & T".ING
¢ Furniture e General : . .
;sse:nbly I(\E/Iaintenance CONTACT DAN Professional and high-quality work.
O Floorlng 089 216 2322 CONTACT
CONTACT 087 489 6429 085 705 9678
CHIROPODIST/ 2
PoDiaTRIST | T O DECLTTE L H RIS |
May CO"inS washing machines, cookers, Iawfmowers,. S E RVICES

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

etc. Garden sheds cleared, fences and
sewer issues resolved. Mini-digger and
small tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

SOCIAL DANCING
Every Sunday Night at
The Rock Inn, R32 EY73
Where Only the Best Bands Play
Sunday 3rd August
ft. Laurence Campion
Admission: €10 | Time: 9:00pm - 11:30pm
FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT JOE:

087 231 5526

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing & Oil-Fired
Central Heating

Plumber on call for Portlaoise &
surrounding areas

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

Reliable, affordable help with:
¢ Gutter Cleaning
¢ Power Washing
¢ Grass Cutting
¢ Window Cleaning
® Interior & Exterior Painting

No job too big or small!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
AT GREAT RATES.

CONTACT MICK
085 215 1277




GARDENER
AVAILABLE

Also, small construction jobs.
Portlaoise and surrounding
areas covered.

Contact Jim:
087-6885017

GARDENING

Elite Landscaping &
Garden Maintenance

# GEMERAL GARDEM MAINTEMAMCE

¢ GRASS & HEDGE CUTTING AS
&WHEN REQUIRED

+ HEDGE, SHRUE & TREE PRUNING

+ DECKING, FERGOLAS & FENCING

+ FENCE TREATHENT & OUTDOOR
PFAINTIHG

PAINTING
& DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
* Power Washing
* 15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

« WATER FEATURES E ROI POMDS
< OLDy PATICS & PATHS LIFTED & RE-LAID
# JET wWAsHING & GEMNERAL

FREE QUIOTES from a Triendly and ralabis

gl

Frasm plint to comphetion

: 085 7683188

ROSARY AT THE
MARIAN SHRINE

CHILDMINDER
REQUIRED

An experienced childminder needed in
Portlaoise town, 3 days per week to care
for a 4, 6 and 8 year old. School and some

after school activity drop offs required.

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@& 087-9080211

¢
g gmﬁu.{ CLEAM

Carpets
Couches
Mattresses
Professionally Steam Cleaned

Contact Darren
085 836 0077

CHILDMINDER
AVAILABLE

Portlacise Area In Minder or Child’s Home
30 yrs experience.
Currently minding a 10yr old (since birth)

SUNDAY’ IF INTERESTED CALL References available on request.
AUGUST 3RD 085 7191644 CALL 087-2938981
HYPNOTHERAPY
David Ward B.Sc., D.H.P., Adv FIREWOOD FOR SALE
AT FOR SALE Set of golf clubs -
¢ Weight Management Trailor load of man size
* Fears, Phobias & Pain Control Hardwood & Softwood Suitable for beginners.
; fee el Conslatin, Delivered
wwwdavidward.info CALL 085-2437088 | CALL 086-8457685
GARDEN SERVICES FOR SALE
Hedge trimming, tree pruning, ="
garden tidy ups, fallen RENAULT CLIO

trees cut up, green waste
removal, spraying etc.
Tree & Hedge planting
TEXT OR RING
RICHARD 087-9828558

x
PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING
SERVICES

ROOM TO LET

Convenient Location
in Portlaoise
Double Room for
Single Occupancy

CALL / TEXT / WHATSAPP
087-149 5028

* REGULAR CLEANING

= DEEP CLEANING

Actiated cxygen/ozone to
remeve dust, mites, allergens,

spores, bactena, etc,

%, 0833736660
www.cleans.ie ?&iﬁ

contact@cleans.ie A5y
S

IN GOOD CONDITION

SEND ENQUIRIES TO
089-4169262




A Fool and His -‘Mﬂnﬂy The Parable

Do you like to watch game shows on television? 1 have always ﬂf [hE R]‘Ch Fﬂﬂl |
been a big fan of TV game shows. One of my favourite game
shows of all time was a show called "Let's Make a Deal.” On that
show, contestants would be given a chance to trade a prize that
they had already won for a prize that was hidden behind curtain
#1, #2, or #3. Sometimes they would win a great prize, but
sometimes they would end up with a worthless prize.
And also, it doesn't always work that way in real life. Sometimes
people go through life making deals and trying to build up more |
and more wealth. They think that the more money and =
possessions they have, the happier they will be. Jesus warned | :
about that. He said,
"Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;

a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."
He then told the story of a man whose land had produced so much grain that he had no place to
store it. Even though he had plenty, he wanted more, so he decided to tear down his barns and
build bigger ones. lJesus said the man was a fool, for when his life was over, he would leave
everything behind. He would leave this world with nothing. Life is not a TV game show and God
doesn't make deals. God has promised to supply all of our needs, but He has not promised to
fulfil every selfish wish.
Jesus said, "Watch out!” What did He warn us to be on guard against? (Al kinds of
greed.) Greed means wanting more than you need. There are many types of greed. We f
can be greedy for more money, candy, attention, food, toys and other things we like. ;

Jesus doesn't say it is wrong to have lots of money or to save things, but we must use

them to be rich toward God instead of keeping everything for ourselves. To be rich toward God
is to use our maney and things to build His kingdom. We do this when we give our offering and
when we use our time and treasures to focus on Him and to serve our neighbours.

Dear Father,
help us to be content with the blessings which you so
generously give us and help us to be on quard against
selfishness and greed.
Amen




The Parable of the Rich Fool

Then God said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” Luke 12:15

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet.
Substitute the correct letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words.

2|13 |4|5|6|7|8|9p0M1p2a31405006 07 1819 1 4 25
O|W|[V|A|Y|B|E|C|G|D|L|N|M|U|P|F|I1|S|Z|K|H|J|Q|T|R
11-26-18-13-21

26-18-9-22

x-—l

10-26-5-18-13
7-5-26-13-19
12-18-17-8

8-5-25
17-2-2-12
14-8-26-26-6

peap R & O N

RICH BARNS DRINK LIFE
GRAIN EAT MERRY FOOL

&

Colour this picture

REMEMBER!
The things we own are
temporary. God’s kingdom lasts
forever

Pray that we will
always put God first in our
lives and place everything

else below Him.,




The month of August traditionally marks the
beginning of autumn. For the Celtic people, this time
of year was filled with festivity, engaging in many
rituals which expressed gratitude for the bounty of
the harvest. All-Ireland GAA finals in Croke Park,
The Forest Fest, Electric Picnic and The National
Ploughing Championships, continue a rich tradition
that celebrates Lunasa, a Gaelic festival marking the
beginning of the harvest season.

Gratitude is a wonderful mindset and way of life
that sustains a positive perspective in our outlook
on life. Generations before us intuitively connected
the bounty of harvest to the rich gratuitous love of
our creator God. Without the bounty of harvest, the
months ahead would have been perilous for a people
totally dependent on the produce to be harvested.

The scripture makes many references to this sacred
season of harvest. Christianity and prayer are deeply
practical, never pious, not prescriptive, but an
invitation to be nourished by God’s bounty. I think
these days of thousands of children in Gaza whose
starving bellies swollen with hunger and malnutrition
have no bread.

I ponder also on lands arid with drought and extreme
heat, no longer able to produce the green shoots that
sustained life. It is often in our vulnerability where we
experience a desire, a hunger for the presence of our
living God. The following story inspires such hope!

In a quaint village nestled between rolling hills and
valleys of Mount Kilimanjaro, Thomas, a humble
farmer, faced asevere droughtthat threatened his crops
and livelihood. With each passing day, the parched
fields seemed to mock his efforts. Desperation crept
in, and Thomas turned to God for guidance. One
night, as he knelt in prayer, a vision filled his mind:
a vivid image of a bountiful harvest and abundant
rainfall. Emboldened by this revelation, Thomas
decided to plant seeds despite the arid conditions.

His friends mocked him; the villagers laughed at him.
On the verge of doubt, he wanted to stop but devoted
his thought to making an irrigation system and a
water reservoir. It’s been months since he planted his
crops. One day, he stood on this farm, and in a loud
voice, he prayed. He reminded God of the dream he
had some months ago. The sun scorched on his skin
till tiny sores emerged and sweat rolled on his face
like showers. After planting the last seed, he removed

Kw/t #M/M

his raffia hat and wiped his sweat away with the back
of his palm. Miraculously, a cold drop fell on his arm.
He looked at it and glanced up at the bright sky.

Suddenly, gentle rain began to fall, and Thomas
could hear the villagers jumping for joy. The field
transformed— the cracked earth turned to fertile soil.
Thomas’ joy knew no bounds his land was wet, and
the reservoir was filled with water. His plants grew as
he watered his crops both day and night. The villagers
marvelled as Thomas’s crops flourished, defying the
odds. News of this miraculous harvest spread, and he
became a rich farmer. He used his wealth to renew the
faith of his entire community.

Planting seeds of hope in the midst of adversity can

yield miraculous results. The once-barren fields now
stood as a testament to the power of belief and the
unexpected blessings that can sprout from the seeds
of faith.

/{’n Zns//uaﬁmml pmgw

Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow.
The same everlasting Father who cares for you today
will take care of you tomorrow and every day.

Either He will shield you from suffering,

or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it.

Be at peace, then.

Put aside all anxious thoughts and

imaginations, and say continually:

“The Lord is my strength and my shield.

My heart has trusted in Him

and I am helped.

He is not only with me but in me,

A .«M w

and I in Him?”

St. Francis de Sales



il-l" i~ 5 ": "‘;..-1‘ i : L = 1'-'I1 " it
= o -
h, , o!
' AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS - for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al- ;

ol anon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA: Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering.
Clothesline poles, rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.

WHIST DRIVE RESULTS PARISH CENTRE - JULY 29™ WINNERS: Top score: Sadie Chester. 1st Lady:
Paraic Dowling 2nd Lady: Paula McEvoy. 1st Gent: Tied; Liz Cooper 2nd Gent: Mary Delaney. 1st Half: Mary
Gowing. 2nd Half: Margaret Flanagan Raffle: 1st C Fitzpatrick, 2nd F Keenan, 3rd B Cahill, 4th F Keenan 5th L
McCarthney. 6th A Pearson.

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new members
always welcome, lessons available if required.

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 29th July 2025 St. Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 50 numbers €2650. Double
number €670. Lotto €1550

CHURCH GATE COLLECTION - PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA A Church Gate Collection will be held in
Portlaoise, The Heath, Ratheniska, Emo, Rath on the weekend of 9th and 10th August (in aid of the parish pilgrimage
to Fatima) We kindly ask for your generous support. Thank you.

PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 9-13 SEPT Mass Bouquets for special intentions. Mass
Cards or Candle requests. Available from Kitty Timmons 087-9506634 or Mary Byrne 085-2829231. Petitions will be
brought and left at the Shrine. Contact Kitty or Mary.

THANK YOU - FROM PORTLAOISE GROUP LOURDES PILGRIMAGE COMMITTEE To the People of
Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Spink, Ballinakill, Shanahoe & Raheen for your kind support of our Church Gate Collection on
19/20th July. All proceeds will benefit Pilgrims in need.

BREAKTHROUGH CANCER RESEARCH Family Fun and Fashion Day dedicated to supporting Breakthrough
Cancer Research! Your participation is vital in our mission to make more survivors of cancer. Sun. 17th Aug. Fitz of
Inch, Stradbally. Info and free tickets on https://www.eventbrite.ie

RELIGIOUS NO

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday
3pm (Adoration).

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations
Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome

o BB SR e B L B

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis,
music, talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on
Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

RECOLLECTION WEEKEND: 22ND - 24TH AUGUST 2025 in Cluain Chiarain Prayer Centre, Clonmacnois. ]
A retreat for adult Catholics seeking to deepen their spiritual life and grow in holiness. A time for silence, reflection i
and fellowship with talks from various guest speakers. €180 - all meals and accommodation provided with custom ;
welcome pack. For more details and booking visit www.thecollect.ie !

MARY’S MEALS WALK.....THE ANNUAL STEP BY STEP TO FEED THE NEXT CHILD

Mary’s Meals Walk from Kilkenny to Knock Shrine will arrive in Portlaoise on Friday 8th August and leave

from Market Sq. on Saturday 9th to walk to Killeigh. Walkers will travel from 7 different locations across Ireland

from the 7th August, all meeting in Knock on Friday —Q

15th . Mary’s Meals is a simple soluti 1 OC [

hSt August‘ arys eals‘ 1Isa supp e s.o ution to world ‘ PILGRIMAGE TO KN K L

unger, feeding hungry children in their place of education PILG =
in 16 of the world’s poorest countries. €22 will feed a child By L uaue I -
P : Bus leaving Lyster Square Carpark, |

fiia
i

O

for an entire school year. Please go to marysmeals.ie to learn 1 Portlaoise at 9am. For more info. contact
more and support this amazing charity. Any donation, big Maura O'Brien 087-1210263

or small, is very welcome. Thank you. Helena Corbett 087-9611331
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED A
FOR THOSE WHO RECENTLY DIED

Emlyn O’Reilly

Liogard, Portlaoise Limetree Avenue, Kilminchy

Annie Kirwan
Pat O’
(ude Lalo) at O’ Connor

Boley, Abbeyleix, Laois

Bianconi Way, Portlaoise

Esther (Ciss)
Dunne (née Troy)

Glendowns, Portlaoise

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE, OUR SYMPATHIES
ARE WITH THEIR FAMILIES ¥,

In Loving Memory of

TOM PHELAN

Clonkeen, Portlaoise
3rd Anniversary occurs 31st July 2025

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, Saturday 2nd August at 6.30pm.

Everyday in some small way,
Memories of you come our way.
Though absent, you are always near,
Still loved, missed and always dear.

Loved and missed always by
your family & friends

Rest in Reave Com

In Loving Memory of a Beautiful Daughter

ANNEMARIE HELLY

28.7.82-29.4.24
Ashes Scattering & Memorial Service
3.8.2025

We think about you always,
we talk about you still.

You haven't been forgotten
and you never ever will.

We hold your smile and memory in
our hearts and there you will remain.

10 walk and guide us through our lives, until we meet again.

Always in our Hearts Motty & Pop Pops, Debbie,
Cathy Anthony Callum, Gemma, Hannah, Kayla,
Brooke, Lily, Sienna-Mae.

Rest i Reave Anne

th

In Loving Memory of a dear Brother
KIERAN DELANEY

St. Brigids Place, Portlaoise.
12th Anniversary occurs 2nd August 2025
When I come to the end of my journey
and I travel my last weary mile,
Just forget, if you can, that I ever frowned
and remember only my smile.
Forget unkind words I have spoken,
Remember some good I have done,
Forget that I ever had a heartache,
and remember [ve had loads of fun.
In summer just gather some flowers
and remember the place where I lay.
And come in the evening, stand for a few moments
beside me and remember only my best.
Always in our thoughts Kelley, Chloe, Skye

Aoy Kigran (Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of

SEAN DUNNE

Meelick, Clonad.

21st Anniversary occurred
20th July 2025.
Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter &
Paul’s Parish Church, this Sunday

3rd August at 10am.

Our thoughts are ever with you, though you have passed away,
And those who have loved you dearly, are thinking of you today.
Sadly missed by his sons Sean, Denis, Pat, Tom and
Terry, daughters Mary and Bridget, sons-in-law,
daughters-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,

nieces, nephews and extended family.

Reast in " Reaave ONbean
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In Loving Memory of ]
NOEL BRACKEN
Beladd, Portlaoise. T
3rd Anniversary occurs 2 g il

5th August 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,

on Sunday 3rd August at 11.15am
You were always there when we needed you,
No task too great or small,
With a loving heart and willing hands,
For us you did it all.

Loved and missed today and every day.

From his wife Elsie, children Brendan, Fintan and Noelle,
daughters in law Janice and Jenny, son in law Mick,
grandchildren and all your loving family and friends.

CMay Nod Rest in " Reace

In Loving Memory of ‘H

EUGENE
O’CONNOR

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
14th Anniversary occurs 4th August
2025.

Thinking of you today, on your
. anniversary, as we do every day.

Never Forgotten
Loved and missed by your loving family
and friends, children and grandchildren.

Rest in ' Reace ugene

In Loving Memory of A Precious
Mother & Grandmother

SHEILA READY

Formerly O’ Moore Place,

Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs
2nd August 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
on Saturday 2nd August at 10am.

10 a Dearest Mother
Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure.
You are loved beyond words, and missed beyond measure.

Always in our hearts, your loving family.

Rest in Reaace ODheila

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of

TOMMY SKELLY

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
3rd Birthday away from home; 30th
July 2025
We cannot have the old days back
when we were altogether,

But silent tears and loving thoughts will
be with us forever.

Missed, loved and remembered always

by your loving wife Laura and family.
Rest in Reace  Commy

In Loving Memory of

THOMAS MAHER

56 Hillview Drive, Portlaoise
3rd Anniversary occurs
3rd August 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
on Saturday 2nd August at 10am.
Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your wife
Breda, loving daughters Sarah and Claire, sons
Jamie and Alan and all your grandchildren.

My Chomas Rest in Reace

th

In Loving Memory of

PATRICK CONROY JNR.

Ballymacken, Portlaoise.
42nd Anniversary occurs 3rd August
2025.

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.

Remembered always by
his loving family.

Reast in Reave Ratrick

In Loving Memory o

EUGENE O’C ONN OR

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
14th Anniversary occurs 4th August
2025.

Your presence we miss
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always
Forgetting you never
With love from James, Zoe,
Odin, Zane and Ange

Reast in Reave Zugene




O BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE of our Father

WILLIAM KERRY

61 Knockmay Estate, Portlaoise

26th Birthday away from home occurred
2nd August 2025. Aged 91 yrs.

and our Mother

ROSANNA KERRY

8th Birthday away from home occurs
9th August 2025. Aged 84 yrs.

A picture of you I carry in my heart, I close my eyes

to see it when the world gets dark. A memory of you

1 carry in my soul, I wrap it close around me when

the nights get cold. If you ask how I am, Id say just
fine, but the truth is if you could read my mind, not
a day goes by that I dont think of you both.

Happy Birthday Mam and Dad, from your loving daughter
Annemarie and granddaughters Katie, Rachael and Roisin xx

Rest in " Reace Mam & Dad

In Loving Memory of

MARY HORAN

(NEE COLBERT)
Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church on
Saturday 2nd August 6.30pm

Lovingly remembered by

your brothers & sisters.

Rest in " Reace HMary

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

]
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MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A SPECIAL MEMORY
OF YOUR IOVED ONE

9 Clonminam Business Park
Portlaoise,Co. Laois
R32 EH11

. 057 86 34050
& info@mochuaprint.ie

) www.mochuaprint.ie

T KEEGAN'’S T
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlacise.

0
i

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyieix Road, Port{aoise

087-2562137

P ¢ |Rontlaoise)
H15100e) Centie)

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
supericr guality headstones,

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre i3
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unigue Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirgments.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories,

Linit 3B Clomminam
Buminess Park
Porfiaoise, Co, Lagis,
BIZ DWT1

Ted: 057 BEG0ZSB -
Mobilie: 087 2538530

www.portlaoisestone.ie




Results for
31st July 2025

Portlaoise Parish

V0 20100 o)

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMNERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Anne Ging Anne Ging
Hazed Byrne Tony Fitzpatrick
Marie O°Brien Marie O'Brien
Paula Kelly Lucy Kelly
Susan Gowing 12 Anne Ging
Michelle Lynch Match Parish Centra
Irene Doheny 35 Margaret Doheny
Mary & Conall Mary Costello
Breda Connelly Receive Peg Keenan
Noel Moore €84 M Farrell
Holly & Marie O'Brien each M Farrell
Mark Paters M Farrall
Flay PARISH Portlso
0O00e® I
¥ rilaoi Fishlanis
onwtine—  §LikeUsQ ™

e portlaciseparishiie

Next Week's Jackpot is €20,000

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
Responsorial Psalm 89:3-6. 12-14. 17
Colossians 3:1-5. 9-11
Luke 12:13-21

Supporting our Parish

Ench orr must give a5 he or she Aas deckded in fhair Fear, rol reluctanlly or
winar compuision, for God ioves o cheorfil QR ¥ Cawimthiars @7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
® Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our webiite
* Standing Order forms avallable at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAMN: IESIAIBK9332T7916658045
Portlanise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this OR Code 1o take yoau
directly te our Doenate Tecility

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

8 Deacon Eugene Keyes
L Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Sam - Spm  Tel: 057 8621142
Citside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Allish Higgins safeguarding@kandie.ie

Parish Centre

)
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Cffice Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pmi
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-B660722
E-mall: info@portlaciseparish_ je
Twitter: @ portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

[racresty phone atiended prion 1o Mes tenes 057 B0 19
Al PAasses and services from the Parish Church and
tha Heath Chaerch are Be Cirasemed on owr website

LINK UP
Monday to Friday
Sam to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: Tuesday 5pm or

12 noon Wednesday musiet o svalabiny of wpa|

Subject to avallability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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Virtualy Invisible.
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Rechargeable. If .

Nelmaornelneedifordsmalllbatteries
Ai Technology.
Idealiferdhearninglinjbackgroundinoise.

FREE

HEARING DISCOUNT ON REMOVAL VIA MICRO
TESTS HEARING AIDS SUCTIONING
Appointments available within 48 hours
HEARMED 057 863 8181
e Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois
. Business
Irish Enterpri
(@) Moctua PRINT & DEsIGN S
b GET YOURSELF NOTICED BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY

ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022
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| ITEMS \J
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