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24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING
• School Cleaning,
• General House Cleaning,
• Deep Cleaning,
• End of Tenancy Cleaning,
• Offices, schools, shops, salons & more

CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

• Home improvements and repairs
• Flooring, tiling, carpets
• Fence maintenance and repair
• Painting inside/outside and decorating
• Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
• Furniture assembly and installation

PROFESSIONAL 
PAINTER & 
DECORATOR

• 20+ Years’ Experience
• Interior & Exterior | Residential & Commercial
• Hand-Painted Kitchens & Bespoke Furniture

CONTACT GARY KELLY
086 071 7172

PAT LALOR 
TARMACADAM

• Church Avenue, Stradbally
• Tarmacadam
• Kerbing
• Drainage
• Free Quotations | VAT Registered

Tel: 083 021 1577
Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
• All Domestic Plumbing
• Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
• Water Softener Installation
• Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

DS PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE &
GROUNDWORKS

Patios, driveways, stump removal, 
lawns, kerbing, hedging, fencing, 

drainage.
Call now for a competitive quote!

085 775 9975
DSGROUNDWORKS22@GMAIL.COM

LAOIS TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
• Hinges & Handles
• Letterboxes
• Sliding Patio Door Rollers
• Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

PAINTING SERVICES
No job too big or small.

CONTACT DAN
089 216 2322

PAINTING, 
DECORATION 

& TILING
Professional and  high-quality work.

CONTACT
085 705 9678

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise
TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
Free collection of all scrap metal: 
washing machines, cookers, lawnmowers, 
etc. Garden sheds cleared, fences and 
sewer issues resolved. Mini-digger and 

small tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

Reliable, affordable help with:
• Gutter Cleaning
• Power Washing
• Grass Cutting
• Window Cleaning
• Interior & Exterior Painting

No job too big or small! 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
AT GREAT RATES.

CONTACT MICK 
085 215 1277

SOCIAL DANCING
Every Sunday Night at

The Rock Inn, R32 EY73
Where Only the Best Bands Play

Sunday 3rd August  
ft. Laurence Campion

Admission: €10 | Time: 9:00pm – 11:30pm
FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT JOE: 

087 231 5526

ACTIVE BUILDING 
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing &  Oil-Fired 
Central Heating

Plumber on call for  Portlaoise & 
surrounding areas

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

• Painting & 
Decorating 

• Kitchen Fitting
• Furniture 

Assembly
• Flooring

• Carpentry
• Tiling
• Bathrooms
• General 

Maintenance



Carpets 
Couches 

Mattresses 
Professionally Steam Cleaned 

Contact Darren 
085 836 0077 

GARDENER 
AVAILABLE

Also, small construction jobs.
Portlaoise and surrounding 

areas covered.
Contact Jim:
087-6885017

PAINTING
& DECORATING

• Interior & Exterior
• Power Washing
• 15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

ROSARY AT THE 
MARIAN SHRINE

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 3RD

CHILDMINDER 
REQUIRED 

An experienced childminder needed in 
Portlaoise town, 3 days per week to care 

for a 4, 6 and 8 year old. School and some 
after school activity drop offs required.

IF INTERESTED CALL 
085 7191644

CHILDMINDER
AVAILABLE 

Portlaoise Area In Minder or Child’s Home 
30 yrs experience.

Currently minding a 10yr old (since birth) 
References available on request.

CALL 087-2938981

HYPNOTHERAPY
David Ward B.Sc., D.H.P., Adv

• Addiction & Smoking Cessation
• Anxiety & Depression
• Weight Management
• Fears, Phobias & Pain Control
• Free initial Consultation 
• Online Sessions Available 

083 321 6406
www.davidward.info

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE 
Trailor load of

Hardwood & Softwood
Delivered

CALL 085-2437088

FOR SALE 
Set of golf clubs –  

man size 
Suitable for beginners. 

CALL 086-8457685

GARDEN SERVICES 
Hedge trimming, tree pruning, 

garden tidy ups, fallen  
trees cut up, green waste 

removal, spraying etc. 
Tree & Hedge planting
TEXT OR RING 

RICHARD 087-9828558

FOR SALE

RENAULT CLIO

IN GOOD CONDITION 
SEND ENQUIRIES TO 

089-4169262 
ROOM TO LET 
Convenient Location  

in Portlaoise
Double Room for  
Single Occupancy

CALL / TEXT / WHATSAPP 
087-149 5028







Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

 The month of August traditionally marks the 
beginning of autumn. For the Celtic people, this time 
of year was filled with festivity, engaging in many 
rituals which expressed gratitude for the bounty of 
the harvest. All-Ireland GAA finals in Croke Park, 
The Forest Fest, Electric Picnic and The National 
Ploughing Championships, continue a rich tradition 
that celebrates Lunasa, a Gaelic festival marking the 
beginning of the harvest season.  

Gratitude is a wonderful mindset and way of life 
that sustains a positive perspective in our outlook 
on life. Generations before us intuitively connected 
the bounty of harvest to the rich gratuitous love of 
our creator God. Without the bounty of harvest, the 
months ahead would have been perilous for a people 
totally dependent on the produce to be harvested.  

The scripture makes many references to this sacred 
season of harvest. Christianity and prayer are deeply 
practical, never pious, not prescriptive, but an 
invitation to be nourished by God’s bounty. I think 
these days of thousands of children in Gaza whose 
starving bellies swollen with hunger and malnutrition 
have no bread.  

I ponder also on lands arid with drought and extreme 
heat, no longer able to produce the green shoots that 
sustained life. It is often in our vulnerability where we 
experience a desire, a hunger for the presence of our 
living God. The following story inspires such hope! 

In a quaint village nestled between rolling hills and 
valleys of Mount Kilimanjaro, Thomas, a humble 
farmer, faced a severe drought that threatened his crops 
and livelihood. With each passing day, the parched 
fields seemed to mock his efforts. Desperation crept 
in, and Thomas turned to God for guidance. One 
night, as he knelt in prayer, a vision filled his mind: 

a vivid image of a bountiful harvest and abundant 
rainfall. Emboldened by this revelation, Thomas 
decided to plant seeds despite the arid conditions.  

His friends mocked him; the villagers laughed at him. 
On the verge of doubt, he wanted to stop but devoted 
his thought to making an irrigation system and a 
water reservoir. It’s been months since he planted his 
crops. One day, he stood on this farm, and in a loud 
voice, he prayed. He reminded God of the dream he 
had some months ago. The sun scorched on his skin 
till tiny sores emerged and sweat rolled on his face 
like showers. After planting the last seed, he removed 

his raffia hat and wiped his sweat away with the back 
of his palm. Miraculously, a cold drop fell on his arm. 
He looked at it and glanced up at the bright sky. 

Suddenly, gentle rain began to fall, and Thomas 
could hear the villagers jumping for joy. The field 
transformed— the cracked earth turned to fertile soil. 
Thomas’ joy knew no bounds his land was wet, and 
the reservoir was filled with water. His plants grew as 
he watered his crops both day and night. The villagers 
marvelled as Thomas’s crops flourished, defying the 
odds. News of this miraculous harvest spread, and he 
became a rich farmer. He used his wealth to renew the 
faith of his entire community.  

Planting seeds of hope in the midst of adversity can 
yield miraculous results. The once-barren fields now 
stood as a testament to the power of belief and the 
unexpected blessings that can sprout from the seeds 
of faith. 

An Inspirational Prayer 
Do not look forward to what may happen tomorrow.  
The same everlasting Father who cares for you today  
will take care of you tomorrow and every day.  
Either He will shield you from suffering, 
or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it. 
Be at peace, then.  
Put aside all anxious thoughts and 
imaginations, and say continually:  
“The Lord is my strength and my shield.  
My heart has trusted in Him 
and I am helped.  
He is not only with me but in me, 
and I in Him.” 

St. Francis de Sales 

 

A R ich Harvest 



Community Notices

Religious Notes

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS – for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-
anon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.
SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA: Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering.  
Clothesline poles, rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.
WHIST DRIVE RESULTS PARISH CENTRE – JULY 29TH  WINNERS:  Top score: Sadie Chester. 1st Lady: 
Paraic Dowling 2nd Lady: Paula McEvoy. 1st Gent: Tied; Liz Cooper 2nd Gent: Mary Delaney. 1st Half: Mary 
Gowing. 2nd Half: Margaret Flanagan Raffle: 1st C Fitzpatrick, 2nd F Keenan, 3rd B Cahill, 4th F Keenan 5th L 
McCarthney. 6th A Pearson. 
Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new members 
always welcome, lessons available if required. 
GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 29th July 2025 St. Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 50 numbers €2650. Double 
number €670. Lotto €1550
CHURCH GATE COLLECTION – PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA A Church Gate Collection will be held in 
Portlaoise, The Heath, Ratheniska, Emo, Rath on the weekend of 9th and 10th August (in aid of the parish pilgrimage 
to Fatima)  We kindly ask for your generous support. Thank you.
PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 9-13 SEPT Mass Bouquets for special intentions. Mass 
Cards or Candle requests. Available from Kitty Timmons 087-9506634 or Mary Byrne 085-2829231. Petitions will be 
brought and left at the Shrine. Contact Kitty or Mary.
THANK YOU -  FROM PORTLAOISE GROUP LOURDES PILGRIMAGE COMMITTEE To the People of 
Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Spink, Ballinakill, Shanahoe & Raheen for your kind support of our Church Gate Collection on 
19/20th July. All proceeds will benefit Pilgrims in need.
BREAKTHROUGH CANCER RESEARCH Family Fun and Fashion Day dedicated to supporting Breakthrough 
Cancer Research! Your participation is vital in our mission to make more survivors of cancer. Sun. 17th Aug. Fitz of 
Inch, Stradbally. Info and free tickets on https://www.eventbrite.ie

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church. 

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 
3pm (Adoration). 

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm. 

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations 
Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish Church.  

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come 
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp. 
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, 
music, talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on 
Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

RECOLLECTION WEEKEND: 22ND - 24TH AUGUST 2025 in Cluain Chiarain Prayer Centre, Clonmacnois. 
A retreat for adult Catholics seeking to deepen their spiritual life and grow in holiness. A time for silence, reflection 
and fellowship with talks from various guest speakers. €180 - all meals and accommodation provided with custom 
welcome pack. For more details and booking visit www.thecollect.ie

MARY’S MEALS WALK……THE ANNUAL STEP BY STEP TO FEED THE NEXT CHILD 
Mary’s Meals Walk from Kilkenny to Knock Shrine will arrive in Portlaoise on Friday 8th August and leave 
from Market Sq. on Saturday 9th to walk to Killeigh. Walkers will travel from 7 different locations across Ireland 
from the 7th August, all meeting in Knock on Friday 
15th August. Mary’s Meals is a simple solution to world 
hunger, feeding hungry children in their place of education 
in 16 of the world’s poorest countries. €22 will feed a child 
for an entire school year. Please go to marysmeals.ie to learn 
more and support this amazing charity. Any donation, big 
or small, is very welcome. Thank you.



In Loving Memory of a dear Brother
KIERAN DELANEY 

St. Brigids Place, Portlaoise.  
12th Anniversary occurs 2nd August 2025 

When I come to the end of my journey 
and I travel my last weary mile, 

Just forget, if you can, that I ever frowned 
and remember only my smile. 

Forget unkind words I have spoken, 
Remember some good I have done, 
Forget that I ever had a heartache,

and remember I’ve had loads of fun. 
In summer just gather some flowers 
and remember the place where I lay. 

And come in the evening, stand for a few moments 
beside me and remember only my best.

Always in our thoughts Kelley, Chloe, Skye

May Kieran Rest in Peace 

OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED 
FOR THOSE WHO RECENTLY DIED

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE, OUR SYMPATHIES 
ARE WITH THEIR FAMILIES

Emlyn O’Reilly 
Liogard, Portlaoise 

Julia Quinn  
Limetree Avenue, Kilminchy 

Annie Kirwan
(née Lalor)

Boley, Abbeyleix, Laois 

Pat O’Connor
Bianconi Way, Portlaoise 

In Loving Memory of a Beautiful Daughter 

ANNEMARIE HELLY  
28.7.82-29.4.24

Ashes Scattering & Memorial Service 
3.8.2025

We think about you always, 
we talk about you still. 

You haven’t been forgotten 
and you never ever will. 

We hold your smile and memory in 
our hearts and there you will remain. 

To walk and guide us through our lives, until we meet again.  
Always in our Hearts Motty & Pop Pops, Debbie, 
Cathy Anthony Callum, Gemma, Hannah, Kayla, 

Brooke, Lily, Sienna-Mae.

 Rest in Peace Anne

In Loving Memory of 

TOM PHELAN    
Clonkeen, Portlaoise  

3rd Anniversary occurs 31st July 2025  
 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Parish Church, Saturday 2nd August at 6.30pm. 

  Everyday in some small way, 
Memories of you come our way. 

Though absent, you are always near,
Still loved, missed and always dear. 

Loved and missed always by 
your family & friends 

Rest in Peace Tom

In Loving Memory of 

SEAN DUNNE 
Meelick, Clonad.   

21st Anniversary occurred 
20th July 2025. 

Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter & 
Paul’s Parish Church, this Sunday 

3rd August at 10am.

Our thoughts are ever with you, though you have passed away, 
And those who have loved you dearly, are thinking of you today.  

Sadly missed by his sons Sean, Denis, Pat, Tom and 
Terry,  daughters Mary and Bridget, sons-in-law, 

daughters-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews and extended family. 

Rest in Peace Sean

Esther (Ciss) 
Dunne (née Troy) 

Glendowns, Portlaoise 



In Loving Memory of 
PATRICK CONROY JNR. 

Ballymacken, Portlaoise.
42nd Anniversary occurs 3rd August 

2025. 

Those we love don’t go away, 
They walk beside us every day,  

Unseen, unheard but always near,  
Still loved, still missed and very dear.  

Remembered always by  
his loving family.   

Rest in Peace Patrick 

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE 
In Loving Memory of 

TOMMY SKELLY
St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.  

3rd Birthday away from home; 30th 
July 2025

We cannot have the old days back 
when we were altogether,

But silent tears and loving thoughts will 
be with us forever.

Missed, loved and remembered always  
by your loving wife Laura and family. 

Rest in Peace Tommy

In Loving Memory of 
EUGENE O’CONNOR

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.  
14th Anniversary occurs 4th August 

2025. 
Your presence we miss 

Your memory we treasure
Loving you always

Forgetting you never 
With love from James, Zoe,  

Odin, Zane and Ange  

Rest in Peace Eugene

In Loving Memory of 
EUGENE 

O’CONNOR
St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.  

14th Anniversary occurs 4th August 
2025. 

Thinking of you today, on your 
anniversary, as we do every day.

Never Forgotten
Loved and missed by your loving family  

and friends, children and grandchildren. 

Rest in Peace Eugene

In Loving Memory of A Precious  
Mother & Grandmother 

SHEILA READY   
Formerly O’ Moore Place, 

Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs  

2nd August 2025 
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated  
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, 

on Saturday 2nd August at 10am.

To a Dearest Mother
Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure.

You are loved beyond words, and missed beyond measure.

Always in our hearts, your loving family.

Rest in Peace Sheila

In Loving Memory of 

THOMAS MAHER    
56 Hillview Drive, Portlaoise

3rd Anniversary occurs  
3rd August 2025 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated  
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, 

on Saturday 2nd August at 10am. 
Those we love don’t go away, 

They walk beside us every day. 
Unseen, unheard, but always near, 

Still loved, still missed and very dear. 
Sadly missed and always remembered by your wife 

Breda, loving daughters Sarah and Claire, sons 
Jamie and Alan and all your grandchildren.  

May Thomas Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

NOEL BRACKEN  
Beladd, Portlaoise. 
3rd Anniversary occurs 

5th August 2025. 
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated  
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,  
on Sunday 3rd August at 11.15am

You were always there when we needed you,  
No task too great or small, 

With a loving heart and willing hands, 
For us you did it all. 

Loved and missed today and every day. 
From his wife Elsie, children Brendan, Fintan and Noelle, 

daughters in law Janice and Jenny, son in law Mick, 
grandchildren and all your loving family and friends.

May Noel Rest in Peace 



Rest in Peace

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A Special Memory
of your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved One
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE of our Father

WILLIAM KERRY
61 Knockmay Estate, Portlaoise   

26th Birthday away from home occurred  
2nd August 2025. Aged 91 yrs.

and our Mother

ROSANNA KERRY
8th Birthday away from home occurs  

9th August 2025. Aged 84 yrs.
A picture of you I carry in my heart, I close my eyes 
to see it when the world gets dark. A memory of you 
I carry in my soul, I wrap it close around me when 
the nights get cold. If you ask how I am, I’d say just 
fine, but the truth is if you could read my mind, not 

a day goes by that I don’t think of you both.  
Happy Birthday Mam and Dad, from your loving daughter 

Annemarie and granddaughters Katie, Rachael and Roisín xx  

Rest in Peace Mam & Dad
In Loving Memory of 

MARY HORAN  
(NÉE COLBERT)

Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise  

Anniversary Mass will be 
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s  

Parish Church on 
Saturday 2nd August 6.30pm  

Lovingly remembered by 
your brothers & sisters. 

Rest in Peace Mary
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