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We're all Eligible

A large crowd approaches the
'gate of Nain. A grieving widow
is burying her only son, Then
Jesus comes forward and
(touches the bier. “Young
man,” he says, "1 say to you
rise.” Miraculously the dead
man sits up and begins to
speak.

| It's a wonderful scene, but what is the story about? The
| grieving widow doesn't fall on her knees and beg Jesus to
raise her son to life, so the story maybe isn't about faith.
There is no hint that the mother and son lived their lives
differently after the miracle. Actually they probably did
live their lives differently, but the story doesn't offer any
evidence so the story isnt about praise or living life

gratefully. Mavbe the point of this miracle is that
sometimes God's grace pours into our lives totally
unearned.

The really exciting point of this story comes when the
villagers, quickly coming to terms with the initial shock of
'seeing a dead body sitting up, glorify God saying, "God
|has looked fawvourably om his people!”™ MNotice that the
villagers do not say, "God has looked favourably on the
| bereaved mother or the dead son,” but "God has looked
favourably on his people!” That means all of us!

|The story gives hope to all of those who suffer in
circumstances from which they can see no way out. Jesus
shows the bereaved mother from Nain unbidden,

unearned compassion ... We're all eligible!

Heartiest congratulations
to our parishioner lohn
Delaney, Glenbarrow, and
to Jody Callan, Michal
Prendergast, and Sebastian

Declan

| Mizgala,
| Kopijka ordained to the Permanent Diaconate last Sunday in
|the Cathedral, Carlow by Bishop Denis for service in our
| diocese! Every blessing to all of them and their families.

Mass times for the coming week
5T FERER & PALILS CHURCH

Monday - Thursday: F.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.20pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
Church of the Assumption, The Heath, Sunday: 9.30am
Church of the Holy Cross, Ratheniska, Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am bass B after 6.30pm Mass.

Friday (First Friday)
Eucharistic Adoration
Exposition at 6pm
Benediction at 7pm

followed by Mass at 7.30pm

8 We welcome into our Parish Community
& 1 o Phoebe Flanagan, Chestnut Close, Foxburrow
S0 Heidi Faye Grifin, Clonroosk Abbey
Who were baptised last weekend.

November, Month of the Faithful
Departed

That time of year again - when we remember
all those who have gone before us. Ours is not
an empty remembering but is filled with hope.
Hope in him who said "I am the resurrection
and the Life". If you wish to enrcl your loved
ones in our Movember list of the dead to be

- remembered at Masses during the month,

envelopes are available in the Church Porches
or at the Parish Centre,

This week Masses for the Dead List will be
celebrated on: Tuesday at 7.30pm,
Wednesday at 7.30am
& Thursday at 7.30pm.

IN NOVEMBER
WE REMEMBER

ANNUAL BEREAVEMENT MASS
Monday 3rd November 7.30pm



"MULHALL MEATS

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€22.99kg
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Est. 1931

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

Full Range Of Fresh ~.=x FI S H .o Available 7 days a week!

Hulkall's Butcher Counter is located within Malhall's Supervalu. Phame 057 56 21044

AUDIOLOGIST °©
HEARING AID
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Patricia Hilmartin
E ALA. T M.I.S.H. .A. .P.
[ 30 gt o new EE Private &

+ Comprehonine Heoreg Asietgmen® Adultd & Pocchatricd § yoord «

+ Full renge of Digitel Hearing Asds gwailable incl FREE FRST HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO BELIGIRLE OLTEMTS

* Precemployment tests/Docupationad Soreaning Tests

+ Bor mouldt, Custom made Swim Plugl, Musscard Mouldi, o1c

« Hearing Aid Barteried, Minss Depacs ete (Inel, padrsl semnce)
+  Ear Wex Remawal Service

v Socil Welfere Brent evadiable Te eligible clients

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois,

{Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall en Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 B692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy®gmail.com
Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

Laois Physiotherapy
| ( Clinic

live u.l‘r"'I F"H’n"‘.n { |'r"4' wel

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
JOMHM SUGERLITE a6 aes: sascr
MECOHLA CALDBECE fc ane e siau' s
COMOR BOLTON &t s aase
@ www_laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
@ 087 666 4808

NEW MEN'S HEALTH AND FITNESS CLASS
EVERY THURSDAY MORNING AT 10AM
WITH CONOR HORAN. THIS CLASS
FOCUSES ON FITNESS, MOBILITY AND
AGILITY FOR ALL AGES. THIS IS A LIMITED
SPACE CLASS, CALL OR EMAIL THE CLINIC FOR
MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR SPACE.

I ot wowld ke fo be placed an our railing A5t fo
receive information regarding the classes resuming please
calf or email our clinie and we can emall you when we
roll owit o mew olass evnadl, this helps to secure your place |




o £2TR0T b

t, e
I:IEE".'TH-
unm

Greenfe
LAWNT CA

amyth Services & Fueis Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
« NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

New Lawn Em:m.lmm:
Sl "-ﬂ'du.urlnm

SalecTnsralationService

} - Green Space Professionals
DECORATIVE STONESR . and Sports Surfaces i .
SAND AND GRAVEL T«

TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH X Kress

puq.':':u st 08s ; DOMESTIC & v
F =] e COMMERCIAL RANGE
R3IZ T2V9 7020537 f i
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.greenfeet.ie

Helping Local Bramds
Make a Big Impact -

T rocnmoerers Advertise with Link Up today!
C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING Contact: 0S7 8692154
TEL/FAX 057-8681720  MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

First Friday Devotion
7th November 2025

CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses 7.00pm  Rosary
- Bedroom Furniture

6:00pm Adoration

6.45pm  Divine Mercy

7.15pm  Benediction

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est,, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

7.30pm  Mass

St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise
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& MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN plhbidion g

J‘ G ET YO U R S E |_ F N OT | C E D BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY

~ MIDLANDS 2022
ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED TO K

~ MERCHANDISE & BOOK

| PROMOTIONAL

GRAPHIC

i’ DESIGN
=)

MAIL
MARKETING

VEHICLE
GRAPHICS

CORPORATE & WIDE FORMAT
RETAIL PRINT PRINTING

PROCUREMENT
PICK & PACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

t. 057 8634050 mochuaprint.ie

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83 ‘ Certified
t. 045 433569 D) zzr) OOOOOVOO

Management

OPEL
: OPEN ROAD
AR WARRANTY EVENT

NOW ON

e e - Al pame, . , > W 5 4
= - .im_ :--—-...d._\_ " . 45 ;e
. Finance Exump‘é".opel Pl’oq‘fzra»sc C 1.2 100hp: Retail Pricet €28 745. Customer Deposit / Trade In €9 793 Flnance Amrvnt €18,952. Bﬁ_mont ts of €219. Total Cost of Credit € g Doc fee of €63.49. GMFV1{t
. Sl

E (Optlonal Flnal Payment) €12, 360 Fixed APR 2.9%* (Annual Percentage Rate) as at 07/10/2025...
e

4 ~~tIncludes delivery & related charges. Model is shown for illustrative purposes only. 11 The Guaranteed Minimum Future Value (GMFV) is payable |f you renew of retain the vehicle greement. Further charges
may be applied by your Opel Dealer subject to kilometre limits/ condition of the vehicle. *Lending criteria and conditions apply (Over 18s only). APR is inclusive of a.documenta €63.49. To qualify for thiS
a minimum deposit of 10% is required. Rate quoted is correct as at 07/10/2025 and is subject to change. Offer available on all new Opel Frontera passenger cars register'ed i 025 untill31/01l2026 at participating Opel

dealers. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c, trading as AIB-Finance & Leasing, provides Asset Finance by way of Hire Purchase. Ownership remains with Allied Irish Bank until the optiol ent is made. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c. trading

as AIB Finance & Leasing is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

Warning: You may have to pay charges if you pay off a hire purchase agreement early.

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your hire purchase agreement, your account will go into arrears. This
your ability . to access credit;, a hire purchase agreement, a consumer hire agreement or a BNPL agreement in the fut|

CUMMINS MOTOR GROUP, TIMAHOE RD, PORTLAOISE. T: 057 868 8470 W: CUMMINSMOTORGROUP.IE
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Nolan

£) NOLAN

== LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING

School Cleaning,
General House Cleaning,
Deep Cleaning,

End of Tenancy Cleaning,
Offices, schools, shops, salons & more
CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

o

2, .4 GREG
@) THE HANDYMAN
U CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

® Flooring, tiling, carpets

* Fence maintenance and repair

e Painting inside/outside and decorating

* Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
e Furniture assembly and installation

CORCRA COUNSELLING
& PSYCHOTHERAPY

Qualified Counsellor based in Laois
BSc Integrated Counselling &
Psychotherapy
Registered member of IACP
www.corcracounselling.ie

PH. 089/4917174 / EMAIL:
CORCRACOUNSELLING@GMAIL.COM

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally

Tarmacadam

Kerbing

Drainage

Free Quotations | VAT Registered
Tel: 083 021 1577

Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

e All Domestic Plumbing

¢ Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
e Water Softener Installation
¢ Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

FUEL FOR SALE

CAN BE DELIVERED

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

¢ Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

* Window & Door Draught Proofing

PHONE: 057 873 2998 Fully Insured
087 7737910 087 363 6497 083 315 3211
L2 083 374 2600 www.kukic-hms.ie
S&R SERVICES Al Slalo L LK BYRNE PLUMBING
o Painting.& . C.a.rpentry REQUIRED & HEATING
. E.ecﬁrat':.g. : T'I'?‘g Mountmellick Town Area
A zat o Mon, Wed. & Fri. For all your plumbing needs.
AL:;ZI:]:]E';Ie Mz?:t':nance Tam - 3pm
R FIooringy Cooking & very light housework CALL LORCAN
CONTACT 087 489 6429 | PH. 087-6449072 085-2876043

PAINTING &
DECORATING

e Interior & Exterior
¢ Power Washing
* 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

TIME TO DECLUTTER?

Free collection of all scrap metal: washing
machines, cookers, lawnmowers, etc.
Garden sheds cleared, fences and sewer
issues resolved. Mini-digger and small
tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

S&R SERVICE

Cleaning Services for Offices &
Houses
Once off or ongoing services
Spring Cleaning
Experienced Workers / References
available

PH. 085-1417805

MOUNTAIN VIEW ECO
WOOD FUELS

Delivery Service / House Removal /
Pick up Service
Bags of Softwood Logs - €5each
12 x 20kg bags of smokeless coal €150

PH. FINTAN 087-7645855

2 o
\w
PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING
SERVICES

* REGULAR CLEANING
= DEEP CLEANING

Activated oxygen'orons to
remove dust, mites, allergens,
spodes, bacteria, ¢lc.

%, 083 373 66 60
www.cleans.ie FJI;H;I%
contact@cleans.ie =% ed

!
by T et
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ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES

All domestic plumbing
Oil fired central heating
Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME
Plumber on call for Portlacise & surrounding areas
Fitting water softeners, showers, repairs.
Copper cylinder replacement
Full Oil-Fired Central Heating Installed and Maintained

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

gogreen

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses-Rugs

Professsonally Sleam Cleaned
Sanitised and deodorised

Contact Darren
085 838 0077

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@& 087-9080211

ROSARY AT THE
MARIAN SHRINE

SUNDAY 2ND
NOVEMBER

ALL ARE WELCOME

BALLYFIN NS

is collecting bottles and cans
for recycling under the
Deposit Re-turn Scheme.
Eligible items, empty and washed
out please, can be left into the
school at any time during school
hours, or given to any pupil.

CABINET MAKER /
CARPENTER

For all your woodwork needs:
Wood panelling/Doors/Skirting Boards
Flooring/Kitchen Fitting & Respraying

Cabinets & Wardrobes.
No job too small.

PH. PAUL 085-7762298

HOME IMPROYEMENTS LEINSTER

wiww. pmchomalmprovements enister com

PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work
References on Request
& Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079/085-1473982

— M.B.S.
OIL BURNER SERVICING

When was yoor fast Service?

A ange yearly senvice con Lo yed on
expenive nepatrs Jebes,

CALL MICHAELOB7-9575184

Roofing
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

Trailor load of
Hardwood & Ash
Delivered

CALL 085-2437088

Ve Parich Shop=N\ .

t

At Parish Centre
Opening Hours: Monday to
Friday 9am-5pm
., *Stockists of a large selection

of Wedding & Baptismal

Candles, Cards & Gifts

BUILDING SERVICES

Plasterer Available

PH. 089-4567213

LOST ITEM

These glasses were found in the
Top Square on Monday.
CONTACT THE PARISH CENTRE

Every Thursday and Friday Night in St. Mary’s Hall
Starts 8pm

Buses collecting from their usual pick-up points in the Portlaoise area at 7:30pm.




MEDUGORJE 09-17TH OCTOBER 2025

20th Anniversary of Portlaoise Parish Support for the elderly
& vulnerable of the hills and mountains of Medugorje.

We visited 30 households and supplied food, firewood,
furniture and financial assistance where needed. The financial
assistance was given to the people directly.

The donations were raised by your sponsorship of the candles
at the end of year Rosary at the Grotto.

Your support once again will be greatly appreciated
by the people of Medugorje who rely on your help. "
The pension in Medugorje is €70 a month G a I I I b |_ I n g
with no additional benefits. i —
Workshop with Tony O'Reilly

Sister Muriel who died in 2020 transferred her contacts to Mond ay 1 oth Nov @

Mary’s Hands, the local charity, in Medugorje who distribute 3 .
food monthly. We left a donation to Mary’s Hands to help in 10am-12.30pm, Portlacise Family

the most difficult months of the year. Resource Centre, Treo Nua,

We would like to than Monsignor Byrne and all the R32C7DD

priests of the parish who supported us over the years #mmmm s
and all who gave donations. Afacii ey mamben

Befur sl mpncen

Candles can be booked for the

end of year Rosary from the following: What You'll Learn * Quusmsae

o Kitty Timmons 087-9506634 e Rl s B Teom

e MaryByrne 085-2829231 protdem gamiding

e Paddy Connolly 087-2117174 m;.::wrﬂw prebiom

Jimmy Shiels 087-6872633 - Horm to support an Individunl Family Bevsaece Camtrn

« John Egan 087-1254841 Ehrenigh prablesn gansbling (j MasonalForem

o Shop at the Parish Centre i
A Mass was offered up on 17th October 2025 in Medugorje for your ‘a To L: {' oUr placo

loved ones that you asked us to pray for and for all your intentions.

Eambdingavwarenessfporiassele e

Ready To Better?

Virtualy Invisible.
Smallfandipracticallylinvisible® L
Rechargeable. } i}
Nolmorelneedifo@smalllbatternies?
Ai Technology. .
ldeallfodheaninghnlbackgroundlnoise

FREE

HEARING
TESTS

REMOVAL VIA MICRO
SUCTIONING

DISCOUNT ON
HEARING AIDS

Appointments available within 48 hours

057 863 8181

Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois

HEARMED

ACOUSTIC HEALTHCARE
.I:'n.-r (= ST e uul'-r

.t




SIGHTLESS CINEMA NETWORK presents

D.OG S LIFE

K l|||:'l|l'|_||| o of Audio Theatne Laughs and Thrlls i the Dark

4-8 November 2025
Celebrating Writing and Music in Laois

A5 ORMGINAL

B OT % THER AMES We are local and here for you

RAINEOW BRIDGE

FET CREMATION

mw A Pescatul Fargwall with Dignity and Cara

= Housing Adaptation Grant
assessments and reports.

« Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,

ramps, extensions, etc.

INDIVIDUAL CREMATION

MEMORIALS & KEEFPSAKES

Paediatric Assessments DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICE
s Qccupational Therapy
assessments to help your
child grow.
» Supporting children's VISIT U S

Al

development at home, in
school, and during play.

Contact Us Teday for an Appointment:
ey i
=y Infepaoriginaltherapies.e (L) oB3 150 6755
woara original b nploiie
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X
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IN NOVEMBER, WE REMEMBER

Prayer for All Souls Day Sunday 2nd November
_ ALL SOULS
Merciful F 4 All Souls' Day is also known as the
hear our prayer and console us.

Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed and the Day of the Dead.
It's a day of prayer and remembrance
and on All Souls’ Day, people
celebrate the lives and souls of those
who have died. Why dont you go to
the Church and light a candle today!

As we renew our faith in Your Son,
whom You raised from the dead,
strengthen our hope
that all our departed brothers and
sisters will share in His resurrection,
who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever,

First Holy Communion preparation ceremony for all
':ﬁ.r children from Portlacise Parish will take place in the
_y Parish Church, next Saturday, 8th November at Spm.

5 All the Saints of Ireland :

: Thursday November 6th is the
! Feast Day of all the Saints of Ireland.

This poem gives us an insight into the Saints we meet in i
: our daily lives.

I know a lot of Saints, I do!
i S0 let me mention just a few: -
: I know someone who runs a team
i And teaches kids to play and dream,
. Who stands in cold and wind and rain
ton days they play and nights they train;
i Someone who's there when we are sad,
' The best and gentlest friend we've had,
'+ Someone who says, ‘Just do your best’
. When I am sacred to take the test;

A friend who takes the time to show
i how things are done when I don't know,
. A teacher who just always knows where
that comma always goes;
And others who are kind and good,

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO
HAVE DIED

in Movember we remember all those who |
have died. If you have anyone belonging | who try to act as Jesus would, :

to you who has died, a grandparent, | \wpo chows God's love in all they do. ;
Aunt, Uncle or even a good friend. You | I know a lot of Saints, don't you? ¥
can put the name of that person on the !

Remembrance Tree in the Parish Church.

Christy Kenneally




‘ Lunch Clu

,...

The Lunch Club is an event, which provides a positive environment where

older people can meet, enjoy a good meal together and socialise with their
neighbours and friends in their local area, with music and dancing

porﬂhois% f

Takes place Tuesday 11th November 2025
St Marys Hall, Portlaoise, R32 KO23

W L i 12:30pm to 3:30pm  ® Ny ¢
& 1480

* Booking is essential, if you are

interested in joining please contact:
Michelle on 087 - 2815338
michelletuohy®@lacispartnership.ie
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November for many is a challenging month. Winter
darkness brings a change of mood, winter makes us all somewhat
vulnerable. Nature seems to have fallen asleep, November mirrors
our human mortality and in this regard traditionally in November
we remember loved ones gone before us. However, it is important
that we nourish our hope and embrace the light that comes from
God’s presence at this time. A light that’s brighter than any winter
darkness. Grace is the great gift that follows the presence of God.
Grace always whispers, All Will Be Well !!

John Newton was a cruel and vile man who seemed beyond hope,
but he became an example of God’s amazing grace. His true story
gives me hope, because his heart and life were so radically changed.
The same amazing grace that transformed Newton brought hope
to his contemporaries and still reaches our generation with hope
today. Newton was a man of whom I could believe that if God would
give him a hope and a future, then He will do the same for us all.

In Newton’s own words from his diary... (March 21, 1748): “On
that day the Lord sent from on high and delivered me out of deep
waters.” And 57 years to the day later... (March 21, 1805): “Not well
able to write; but I endeavour to observe the return of this day with
humiliation, prayer, and praise.” Of Newton and his ministry...
from Christianity.com: “Only God’s Amazing Grace could and
would take a rude, profane, slave-trading sailor and transform him
into a child of God. Newton never ceased to stand in awe of God’s
work in his life.

In 1764, at the age of thirty-nine, John Newton began forty-three
years of preaching the Gospel of Christ. In 1779 Newton left Olney
to become rector of St. Mary Woolnoth in London. His ministry
included not only the London poor and the merchant class but
also the wealthy and influential. William Wilberforce, a member
of Parliament and a prime mover in the abolition of slavery, was
strongly influenced by John Newton’s life and preaching. Newton’s
‘Thoughts on the African Slave Trade, based on his own experiences
as a slave trader, was very important in securing British abolition
of slavery. Missionaries William Carey and Henry Martyn also
gained strength from Newton’s counsel.

For the Sunday evening services, Newton often composed
a hymn which developed the lessons and Scripture for the
evening. In 1779, two hundred and eighty of these were collected
and combined with sixty-eight hymns by Newton’s friend and
parishioner, William Cowper, and published as the Olney Hymns.

The most famous of all the Olney Hymns, ‘Faith’s Review and
Expectation,” grew out of David’s exclamation in 1 Chronicles
17:16-17. * We know it today as ‘Amazing Grace.’

Newton lived to be eighty-two years old and continued to preach
and have an active ministry until beset by fading health in the
last two or three years of his life. Even then, Newton never ceased
to be amazed by God’s grace and told his friends, ‘My memory is
nearly gone; but I remember two things: That I am a great sinner,

/{'mau'nj gmw

and that Christ is a great Savior.”

The words of the beloved hymn penned by John Newton
acknowledges God’s amazing grace as he experienced in his own
life.

Amazing Grace

“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound

that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost but now am found,

was blind, but now I see.

T’was grace that taught my heart to fear

and grace my fears relieved.

How precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed.

Thru many dangers, toils, and snares I have already
come ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years
bright shining as the sun,

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

than when we first begun.”

- John Newton

Hope is a powerful energy that allows us to breathe with confidence
and resilience. To celebrate hope we must first experience despair
and desolation. Peace of Mind is a most important gift that we must
never take for granted. The following prayer is full of spiritual and
life-giving hope.

A New Serenity Prayer

God, grant me the serenity

to accept the people I cannot change,

which is pretty much everyone,

since ’'m clearly not you, God.

At least not the last time I checked.

And while you’re at it, God,

please give me the courage

to change what I need to change about myself,
which is frankly a lot, since, once again,

I’m not you, which means I’'m not perfect.

It’s better for me to focus on changing myself
than to worry about changing other people,
who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying,
I can’t change anyway.

Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up
whenever I think that I’'m clearly smarter
than everyone else in the room,

that no one knows what they’re talking about except me,
or that I alone have all the answers.

Basically, God,

grant me the wisdom

to remember that 'm

not you. {&,



RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 28TH OCTOBER. Top score: Tied; Shiela Duff &
Ann Marie Farrell. 1st Lady: Tied; Catherine Fitzpatrick & Betty Murphy. 1st Gent: Mary Dunne. 2nd Gent: Terry Dunne. 1st Half:
Tied; Frances Dunne & Tom Kearns. 2nd Half: Tied; Liam McCartney, B. Kennedy & Tom Dunne. Best of 3: Peter Stevenson. Raffle:
1st Tom Gowing, 2nd Ann Pearson, 3rd Damien Carter, 4th Sadie Chester, 5th Ton Kearns, 6th Tom Dunne. Thanks to all for your
support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new members always welcome, lessons available if required.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS For family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-anon meeting every
Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

LAOIS COUNTY BRIDGE CLUB, PORTLAOISE. Morning bridge every Wednesday morning at 10.15am in Portlaoise Enterprise

Centre. Beginners are welcome and lessons given to improve your skills. Contact William on 087-0929898.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Monday 3rd Nov. Bowls in St Mary’s Hall from 2-4. Wednesday 5th Nov. afternoon with Moez from
3pm. Thursday 6th Nov. in Sue Ryder. Cards and chat from 3pm.New members welcome. For further information contact Maria at

0879187157.

LINE DANCING FREE, FESTIVE, FUN with Maureen Culleton commencing Mon Nov.3rd at 11a.m. in St Mary’s Hall...let’s get
started on our seasonal party pieces. Ph. 0876482038 seanchistin@gmail.com or Catriona Slattery at Laois Sports Partnership.

LAOIS TRADITIONAL SINGERS’ CIRCLE: First Thursday of every month. Next session 6 November 2025. 9pm Humes” Bar

Portlaoise. Folk songs, sean nds, ballads, stories and recitations welcome. contact Niall 087231093.

LAOIS MACRA COUNTRY MUSIC NIGHT. Featuring Colin Kenny and Alistair Fingleton Castle Arms Hotel, Durrow. Saturday 8th
Nov. at 8.00 p.m. Admission €15 on the door or ph. 086 379 2158. Purchase your ticket before 1st Nov. to be in with a chance to win a
prize (price of your ticket back!).

e
PORTLAOISE & DISTRICT PLOUGHING ASSOCIATION TABLE QUIZ Deadman’s Inn Saturday Night. 8th November 2025 @ &

8.00pm. Table of 4 €40. Great Prizes: Fun for all the family. Please Support.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm (Adoration).

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish
Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in prayer and
service to

Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp. For further details,
please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, talks, and
interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual
nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

THE GUILD OF ST PHILIP Portlaoise, provides a befriending service for prisoners in Portlaoise and Midlands, who have no family

visits. This experience greatly affects their ability to adjust to life ‘outside’ as law abiding citizens. The Guild is a positive force in the lives of | =

prisoners visited. If you are interested in becoming a Guild member please contact 0860462405.

ABIDE IN HIS LOVE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE NOV 21-23. The Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran Co. Donegal. A beautiful
event for women exploring the beauty & gift of their feminine identity in Christ. Guest Speakers include Sr. Mary Madeline Todd
OP (USA), Megan Madden (USA/UK), Fr. Barry Braum, Fr. Mark Wharton (UK), Fr. Francesco Mary Gavazzi, CFR, the Nashville
Dominican sisters, & Mass with Archbishop Eamon Martin. Check Eventbrite for tickets & more info.

EMMANUEL HOUSE CLONFERT Day of Prayer for Holy Souls in Purgatory led by Eddie Stone & Team — Sun. Nov. 9th 11am.
Please bring a packed lunch.

ROSARY AT THE GROTTO, First Sunday in November 2nd at the Grotto Top Square at 2.30pm.

o = T ey Lo TLRE

4 _. - n. ' :. J ._ v - ::I .:. T, - X -_:.: Fl-"":_"-"‘i- ﬂ\:?:l'-"-ﬂﬁ'.r.I,'!l-.l'""'-;".;h;-:'




=

Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

-

"3 M Evelyn O’Rourke

Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise

Frank Cullen '
Harpurs Lane, Portlaoise In Loving Memory of
BREDA WALSH
(NEE KEOGH)
John ]oey Tuo/)_)/ Late of Chelmsford, Essex
UK and formerly and Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
Lakeglen & Marian Ave, Portlaoise 9th Anniversary occurs 6th November 2025.

Our family chain is broken,
And nothing seems the same,
But as God calls us one by one,

Nancy Frawley
The chain will link again.

Borris Little, Portlaoise

Forever Loved. Never forgotten. Always missed.
Matry, Jason, Helena, Emma and Shane,

Torssa MeGClosh ey all the grandkids and extended family.
ll Road, Portlaoi: .
{otiaan Forguote Rest in Reace SSreda
In Loving Memory of
Donie Bracken i ] OHN PAUL

Abbeyleix Rd. Portlaoise

KIRWAN

Anngrove, Kilbricken,
Mountrath, Co. Laois
21st Anniversary occurs
6th November.
Anniversary Mass in St. Brigid’s

Sedn Conroy
Lamberton House, Ratheniska

Wd;v @(j’c}? @ﬁf[ @}1 Egg‘gg 9th at 12 noon.

Quickly and quietly came the call,

\_ Qur Qﬁcpmpa'[hzafé\r v (With Chair @Qﬂﬂl/]&f Y, Without farewell you left us all,

Without farewell you fell asleep,
But memories of you we'll always keep.

A sudden call from God on high,
ka &/( .

You had no chance to say goodbye
The Link Up office is currently taking bookings Also remembering at this time

John's daddy Martin (Murt) Kirwan.

“s for Christmas Memorials @
N.B. PLEASE NOTE: Your life was love and labour,
As the Link Up is now collated externally Your love for your family true,
ALL MEMORIALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY You did your best for all of us,
5PM THURSDAY DECEMBER 11TH We will always remember you.
for inclusion in the Christmas edition of the Link Up Sadly missed, loved and always remembered
(December 21st), this will be the last Link Up of 2025. By your loving family.

The First Link Up of 2026 will be Sunday January 11th. ,
Rest in Reace ~ohn Reaul

Thank you for your support and co-operation.

\ . Church Shanahoe, on November

B




Memory of

In Loving

EUGENE (HUGHIE)
McLOUGHLIN

63 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
23/8/1949-31/10/2022.
3rd Anniversary away from home - 31st October 2025.

Lonely here without you, we miss you more each day.
Life is not the same to us since you were called away.
Your resting place we visit,

Place flowers there with care,

But no one knows the heartache
When we turn and leave you there.

Sadly, missed and always remembered by your
loving wife Patsy and son Eugene xxx Masses offered.

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs
Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind.

Love Always, Imelda, Danny
& family xxx

Three years have passed, the pain still stays,
But your memory lights my days.
I miss you more than words can say,
But I know we'll meet again someday.

Love Trisha xxx

Those we hold most dear never truly leave us
They live on in the kindness they showed,
The comfort they shared,

And the love they brought into our lives.

Sadly missed by Geraldine, Christy and Girls xx

Rest in " Reace Zugene

In Loving Memory of ‘H

JIM SEXTON

“Padua”, Clonminam Road,
Portlaoise.
22nd Anniversary occurs
3rd November 2025.
Anniversary Mass to remember Jim and
his late wife Bridget, whose anniversary
occurs 24th November, will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Saturday 22nd November
at 6.30pm.
Will those who think of Jim today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Always loved and remembered by Pat, Mary, Frank, bis
daughter-in-law Hilda, grandsons, great-granddaughters,
extended family and friends.

Rest in Reace ~Jim

v In Loving Memory of

BREDA WALSH
(NEE KEOGH)

Late of Chelmsford, Essex
and Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
9th Anniversary occurs
6th November 2025.

Don’t remember me with sadness,
Don’t remember me with tears.
Remember all the good times
Shared throughout the years.
So please don’t be unhappy
Just because I am out of sight.
Remember that I am with you
Every morning, noon and night.

Deeply loved and never forgotten by
your brothers, sisters and extended family.

Rest in Reave Brada

In Loving Memory of

ANNE SMYTH

Ballytegan, Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.
9th Anniversary occurs
9th November 2025.

k|
- =
o
-

)
Thinking of you today.

Forever loved, cherished and never forgotten by your
husband Joe and your children Gemma, Brian and Joanne,
your grandchildren Danann, Caiden and Harry, and your

sons-in-law and daughter-in-law.

Reast in " Reave Anne




In Loving Memory of

JOHN (JOEY)
TUOHY

London and formerly
Marian Ave & Lake Glen, Portlaoise.
Who died 18th October 2025

in London.

Never more than a thought away,
Deep in our hearts you will always stay.

Deeply missed by his family, relatives and friends.

Rest in " Reace ohn

In Loving Memory of

CECELIA MULHALL

85 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
22nd Anniversary
on 1st November 2025.

Never more than a thought away,
Deep in our hearts you will always stay,
Loved and remembered every day.

Always remembered by your loving family x

CMay Cecelia Rest in Rece

In Loving Memory of g

WILLIAM (BILL)
O’REILLY

Marian House, Dublin Rd.,
Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs
5th November 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Sunday
2nd November at 12.30pm.

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us everyday,
Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed and forever dear.

‘Chinking of you today and aways
Sadly missed by his loving wife Maura and family.

ey S8l (Rest in Rece _

8
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In Loving Memory of

SEAN & PEGGY
O’BRIEN

6

% : 1. Late of Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
‘- . " Sean’s 45th Anniversary and Peggy’s 29th
, ‘i Anniversary occur at this time.
- {F

Chtiise e SBut Lot e Jo

When I come to the end of the road,
And the sun has set for me,

I want no rites in a gloom-filled room,
Why cry for a soul set free?

Miss me a little-but not too long,
And not with your head bowed low,
Remember the love that we once shared,
Miss me-but let me go.

For this is a journey that we all must take,
And each must go alone,

It’s all part of the Master’s plan,

A step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick of heart,
Go to the friends we know,

And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds,
Miss me but let me go.

Sadly missed and always remembered by
all your loving family and friends.

Reast in " Reaace

=
\“4 In Loving Memory
of

TOMMY & BRIDGET FRIEL

Late of 75 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

Tommy’s 38th Anniversary and
Bridget’s 20th Anniversary
occur at this time.

In our minds a constant thought,
In our hearts a silent sorrow.

Sadly missed and always remembered by
your daughter Marie and family.

Rest in " Reave

In Loving Memory of

PATRICK WHELAN

3 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
28th Anniversary occurs 10th
November 2025.
Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church on Saturday
8th November at 6.30pm.

As each day dawns, we think of you,
As each night falls, we pray for you.
And throughout our lives, no matter where,
In our hearts you are always there.

Missed and always remembered by his loving family.

My Ratrick Rest in " Reave

B




MONTH’S MIND
In Loving Memory of

NORA / NOREEN
TWOMEY
(NEE KEATING)

Renard South, Caherciveen,
Co. Kerry and formerly Ballina,

Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

/“““w ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND

We, the family of Nora would like to express our heartfelt thanks to Father
Larry Kelly for attending our home in Renard during our Mother’s last days at
home, for praying the rosary with us and for saying the final prayers for Nora

before she left Renard for the very last time.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to Monsignor John Byrne
for celebrating Nora’s funeral Mass in Portlaoise with such kind words
and warmth. Thank you to M.Bartley in the parish centre for organising
everything. Thanks to Pdidi Garvey undertakers for the professionalism and
kindness, shown to us and for enabling us to bring Nora home to Renard
and back to Ballyfin to be buried with her beloved husband. Nothing was too
much effort for them.

We wish to express our gratitude to the staff of Valentia Community Hospital
for the loving care and attention to our Mother during her stay there for the
past two and a half years and especially, in her final days. Thank you to all who
cared for our Mother like your own, we will be forever grateful to you, for
your love, care and attention.

We very much appreciate the kindness of our neighbours in Renard who
were there to support us. Words cannot express how much we appreciated
the old traditions of your help with carrying our Mother in and out in terrible
weather conditions and calling to our home to pay your respects and forming
the guards of honour when our Mother came back to Renard and indeed
when she left for the final time that Friday morning. Simple traditions
that meant everything to us.

Thank you to our wonderful neighbours and friends who called to sympathise
with us in Portlaoise, and attended the funeral Mass, we appreciated and
enjoyed your company. To those who travelled long distances from Kerry

via Clare to Donegal and all places in between to sympathise with us, we say
a huge mile buiochas. To those who expressed condolences, online, by phone
or in person, to those who thought of us in any way we are so grateful to you.

Thank you to those who played a part in the funeral Mass and made it so
special, we are very thankful to our amazing singer Aishling who added so
beautifully to the funeral Mass. Thank you to David Goode (of Keegan
Funeral Directors) in Portlaoise, for his professionalism and to the grave
diggers including Liam McNamara for preparing our Mother’s final
resting place in Ballyfin.

Thank you to the Deadman’s Pub in Ballyfin for accommodating us and
for the wonderful food provided by Bosco’s Catering. Finally, a special thank
you to Martina and Paul for standing outside our home in Ballina with the
Kerry flag, we know Nora would have been so happy about that.

Please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our sincere gratitude.
The Holy Sacrament of the Mass will be offered for your intentions.

Nora’s months mind Mass will take place on Sunday, 2nd of November
at 11.30am in the Daniel O’Connell Memorial Church in Caherciveen,
Co. Kerry.

oh ONT imithe udinn atd said ach imithe rombhainn

In Loving Memory of

NOEL BRENNAN

e \ Grenville, Dublin Rd. Portlaoise.
14th Anniversary occurs

] - .
\ 3
M 3 1st November 2025.
{ - 'JJ_‘ Anniversary Mass in St Peter’s & Paul’s

Church Saturday 1st November at
6.30pm.

Our lives go on without you, but nothing is the same.

We have to hide our heartache when someone speaks your name,
You did so many things for us, your heart was kind and true.
And when we needed someone, we could always count on you.
The special days will not return, when we were all together,
But with the love in our hearts, you walk with us forever.

Always remembered and loved by
your daughter Shauna and wife Alice xx

Rest in Reave HNoel

B

In Loving Memory of

MARY DRENNAN

Clonban, Mountrath, Co Laois.

2nd Anniversary occurred
15th October, 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St Brigid’s Church,
Shanahoe on Sunday, 9th November at 12 noon.

Also remembering her late husband, Tim Drennan,

her brother, Jack O’ Toole and deceased members of the

Drennan and O’Toole families at this time.

Loved and remembered by her family and friends.
Ar dheis S go raibh a h-anam dilis

In Loving Memory of

KEVIN BOWE

Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs
5th November 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal,
Love leaves a memory no one can steal.

As our heartache has only grown,
You now have Rob at your side in your heavenly home.

Saturday 1st Nov. at 6:30pm.

Sadly missed by your wife Marie, children Suzanne, Kevin,
Sandra, Paul and Kenneth, grandchildren, sisters Betty &
Patty and brother Frank and extended family.

CMay Kerin Rest in Rece

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on

in
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g MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

1 MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A SPECIAL MEMORY
OF YOUR IOVED ONE

“Q Clonminam Business Park e -7
Portlaoise,Co. Laois _,; - Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
R32 EH11 superior quality headstones.

£ Emjﬁla ':',ﬂ.is‘,EJ
115101 Centre

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

. 057 86 34050 B = All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre 15
& info@mochuaprint.ie ‘ guaranteed and carried out to the highest standarnd

h inti \ % +) by certified & qualified craftsmen.
 www.mochuaprint.ie i : !ﬁg
. Unique Headstones can also be designed

+ KEEGAN'S | wingirrow
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlacise.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your wirements
and view our ra of

. headstones and grave
* = accessories.
-. ‘ el 38 Clonmsinam

Business Path -
Contact Matthew Portiaciss, Co. Laoks.  Tel; 057 BGB0258 7

R32 DWTH Moblie: 087 2536930
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

www.portlacisestone.ie

ET MAKY'E PARISH IRISHTOWN, CLONMEL, CO. TIFFERARY
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29th June 2026 — 3rd July 2026 <ot

(4 nights / 5 days) :

Full board €700p.p. sharing in Hotel Sainte Rose. T e ke amcmated by WO -

Savings Club will commence on Thursday 30th October

from 3-4pm in the Parish Centre for anyone wishing to L T—

avail of it. . m:ﬂ'iiu- Bredarsn Torsubsse = 0731 BITTRAE

BOOKINGS orex Now g=c.  EEEES

PLEASE CONTACT i

Sein 086-3633785 or Frances 085-8142666 l Al cad Fttiin r 1 oy ety el =y By sty

for further information.




Results for
30" October 2025

Portlaoise Parish

QI (o) (03) (07) (1)

One €20,000 Jackpot Winner
Congratulations to Liam Connell. Promoter Elizabeth Dowling

WINMERS PMATCH 3= €1,000 PROMOTER
ktichael Dalland Paul Daoaley
Tanya Moore Tanya Moorne
Sarah, Masve & lamaes 22 Richard Pholan
Blary Dookey Match FPaul Dooley
Mawra Hylland 35 Maura Hyland
James Doran R e Mary Doran
Gerard & Maryanne €46 Lo Gife

1} Ging Anne Ging

Anne Brennan
Anne Brennan

Elizabath Redmond

anne Flonn & Cara Play PARISH

Anita Tiermey @@@@@ Anita Tierney
e DR HNTD o
Linga Murphy vadove. portleodieparish e 8 Lakor
Tracey Carroll John O Redlly
lames & Agnes Gleeson Parish Cantre
Clalre Scully Parish Shop
:“1:::;:“” Follow Us i @ Porilanicel s :‘::J:;“:n:‘h
a i G
clsire Scuty & Like Us === " parish Shop
Laa Colling Chris Lacey
Eathlean Kyan Joe Doyle

Next Week's Jackpot is €20,000

Communion Rounds
The Priests of the Parish will attend their
rounds during the week.

The Commemoration of all the Faithful Departed
Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 26:1, 4, 7-9 13-14
Romans 5:5-11 Luke 7:11-17

Supporting our Parish
Each ore musi give os he or she s oecided o ther  Heart, Rol edeciondly or
LA SOnTSTAlRian, for GO o d @ aidirfial g 7 Cossnthians B J

Registereod Charity Numbeor 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering In the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashiess tap facility at Parish Church
= ponation facility on our website
= Standing Order forms avallable at the Parish Centre
= Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IESIAIBK9332T7916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBE9IZZ2FOIG658201

Lean this QR Code te take you

chirectly to our Donate Tacility

Tk

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142
2= Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
ﬁ Tel: 057 8600122
Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

.ﬁﬁ., Fr. Erick Ebot SVD
®

: Deacon Eugene Keyes
o & Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parizh Centre during affice haurs
Sam - S5pm  Tel: 057 B621142
Outside office hours
in amergancy only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Lialson Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: infoi@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MAMAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

(Larrly phone STefdnd pricr 0o Madi e 05T BROO11LT
All Masses and services Irom the Parsh Charch and
the Heath Church are lve streamed on our website

LINK UP
Monday to Thursday
9am to Spm
Contact: Mary Schwer
057-8692154
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie
Advertising deadline: Tuesday Spm

PARISH SHOP
D57 8621142 - Claire Scully
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Christmas
. F estival

Santa Visit | Food & |Christmas
Experience | Craft Fair | Concerts

*
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Tickets on
Sale NOW.’

Step into Christmas magic
Meet Santa, browse festive crafts &
| be serenaded by carols at

The Fitz Christmas Festival 2025 l"
: . . \

L

! For more information visit

' www.Fi1tzOfInch.com
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