




NEW MEN’S HEALTH AND FITNESS CLASS 
EVERY THURSDAY MORNING AT 10AM 

WITH CONOR HORAN.  THIS CLASS 
FOCUSES ON FITNESS, MOBILITY AND 

AGILITY FOR ALL AGES. THIS IS A LIMITED 
SPACE CLASS,  CALL OR EMAIL THE CLINIC FOR 

MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR SPACE. 
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mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
 045 433569

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11
 057 8634050

2.9% APR* | €1500 TRADE UP BONUS  | 5 YEAR WARRANTY

TRADE UP WITH OPEL

 

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your hire purchase agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating,  which may limit 
your  ability   to access credit, a hire purchase agreement, a consumer hire agreement or a BNPL agreement in the future.

Warning: You may have to pay charges if you pay off a hire purchase agreement early.

Finance Example: Opel Frontera SC 1.2 100hp: Retail Price† €28,745. Customer Deposit / Trade In €9,793. Finance Amount €18,952. 36 monthly payments of €219. Total Cost of Credit €1,292, including Doc fee of €63.49. GMFV†† 

(Optional Final Payment) €12,360 Fixed APR 2.9%* (Annual Percentage Rate) as at 07/10/2025. 

†Includes delivery & related charges. Model is shown for illustrative purposes only. ††The Guaranteed Minimum Future Value (GMFV) is payable if you renew or retain the vehicle at the end of the agreement. Further charges 

may be applied by your Opel Dealer subject to kilometre limits/ condition of the vehicle. *Lending criteria and conditions apply (Over 18s only). APR is inclusive of a documentation fee of €63.49. To qualify for this Finance Offer, 

a minimum deposit of 10% is required. Rate quoted is correct as at 07/10/2025 and is subject to change. Offer available on all new Opel Frontera passenger cars registered from 07/10/2025 until 31/01/2026 at participating Opel 

dealers. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c, trading as AIB Finance & Leasing, provides Asset Finance by way of Hire Purchase. Ownership remains with Allied Irish Bank until the optional final payment is made. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c. trading 

as AIB Finance & Leasing is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

CUMMINS MOTOR GROUP, TIMAHOE RD, PORTLAOISE. T: 057 868 8470 W: CUMMINSMOTORGROUP.IE

First Friday Devotion
7th November 2025

St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise

6:00pm 	 Adoration 

6.45pm 	 Divine Mercy 

7.00pm 	 Rosary 

7.15pm  	 Benediction 

7.30pm 	 Mass

Helping Local Brands 
Make a Big Impact - 

Advertise with Link Up today! 
Contact: 057 8692154
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24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING
•	 School Cleaning,
•	 General House Cleaning,
•	 Deep Cleaning,
•	 End of Tenancy Cleaning,
•	 Offices, schools, shops, salons & more

CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	 Home improvements and repairs
•	 Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	 Fence maintenance and repair
•	 Painting inside/outside and decorating
•	 Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
•	 Furniture assembly and installation

CORCRA COUNSELLING  
& PSYCHOTHERAPY  

Qualified Counsellor based in Laois 
BSc Integrated Counselling & 

Psychotherapy 
 Registered member of IACP 

www.corcracounselling.ie

PH. 089/4917174 / EMAIL:  
CORCRACOUNSELLING@GMAIL.COM

PAT LALOR 
TARMACADAM

•	 Church Avenue, Stradbally
•	 Tarmacadam
•	 Kerbing
•	 Drainage
•	 Free Quotations | VAT Registered

Tel: 083 021 1577
Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbing
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

FUEL FOR SALE
CAN BE DELIVERED

PHONE:
087 7737910

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

HOME HELP 
REQUIRED 

Mountmellick Town Area 
Mon, Wed. & Fri.

11am – 3pm
Cooking & very light housework 

PH. 087-6449072

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
Free collection of all scrap metal: washing 

machines, cookers, lawnmowers, etc. 
Garden sheds cleared, fences and sewer 
issues resolved. Mini-digger and small 

tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

S&R SERVICE
Cleaning Services for Offices & 

Houses 
Once off or ongoing services  

Spring Cleaning  
Experienced Workers / References 

available
PH. 085-1417805

MOUNTAIN VIEW ECO 
WOOD FUELS 

Delivery Service / House Removal / 
Pick up Service

Bags of Softwood Logs - €5each
12 x 20kg bags of smokeless coal €150

PH. FINTAN 087-7645855

•	 Painting & 
Decorating 

•	 Kitchen Fitting
•	 Furniture 

Assembly
•	 Flooring

•	 Carpentry
•	 Tiling
•	 Bathrooms
•	 General 

Maintenance



ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
All domestic plumbing 

Oil fired central heating 
Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW 

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME 
Plumber on call for Portlaoise & surrounding areas

Fitting water softeners, showers, repairs.
Copper cylinder replacement  

Full Oil-Fired Central Heating Installed and Maintained

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

ROSARY AT THE 
MARIAN SHRINE 

SUNDAY 2ND 
NOVEMBER

ALL ARE WELCOME

BALLYFIN NS
 is collecting bottles and cans  

for recycling under the 
Deposit Re-turn Scheme. 

Eligible items, empty and washed 
out please, can be left into the 

school at any time during school 
hours, or given to any pupil.

CABINET MAKER / 
CARPENTER

For all your woodwork needs: 
Wood panelling/Doors/Skirting Boards 
Flooring/Kitchen Fitting & Respraying 

Cabinets  & Wardrobes.
No job too small. 

PH. PAUL 085-7762298

PMC HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

SMALL BUILDING JOBS 
Plastering & Painting  

Gardening & Power Washing 
Also Block Work

References on Request  
& Garda Clearance 

PLEASE CALL PAT ON  
086-8405079/085-1473982

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE 
Trailor load of

Hardwood & Ash
Delivered

CALL 085-2437088

BUILDING SERVICES
Plasterer Available 

PH. 089-4567213

LOST ITEM
These glasses were found in the 

Top Square on Monday.
CONTACT THE PARISH CENTRE



20th Anniversary of Portlaoise Parish Support for the elderly  
& vulnerable of the hills and mountains of Medugorje.  

We visited 30 households and supplied food, firewood,  
furniture and financial assistance where needed. The financial 

assistance was given to the people directly.  

The donations were raised by your sponsorship of the candles  
at the end of year Rosary at the Grotto.  

Your support once again will be greatly appreciated  
by the people of Medugorje who rely on your help.  

The pension in Medugorje is €70 a month  
with no additional benefits.  

Sister Muriel who died in 2020 transferred her contacts to  
Mary’s Hands, the local charity, in Medugorje who distribute  
food monthly. We left a donation to Mary’s Hands to help in  

the most difficult months of the year.  

We would like to than Monsignor Byrne and all the  
priests of the parish who supported us over the years  

and all who gave donations.
Candles can be booked for the  

end of year Rosary from the following:
•	 Kitty Timmons		  087-9506634 
•	 Mary Byrne		  085-2829231 
•	 Paddy Connolly		  087-2117174 
•	 Jimmy Shiels		  087-6872633 
•	 John Egan		  087-1254841
•	 Shop at the Parish Centre 

A Mass was offered up on 17th October 2025 in Medugorje for your 
loved ones that you asked us to pray for and for all your intentions. 

MEDUGORJE 09-17TH OCTOBER 2025



Leinster Express 25x6 (176)
Laois Nationalist 24x5 (165) GF







Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website www.portlaoiseparish.ie

November for many is a challenging month. Winter 
darkness brings a change of mood, winter makes us all somewhat 

vulnerable. Nature seems to have fallen asleep, November mirrors 
our human mortality and in this regard traditionally in November 
we remember loved ones gone before us. However, it is important 
that we nourish our hope and embrace the light that comes from 
God’s presence at this time. A light that’s brighter than any winter 
darkness. Grace is the great gift that follows the presence of God. 
Grace always whispers, All Will Be Well !! 

John Newton was a cruel and vile man who seemed beyond hope, 
but he became an example of God’s amazing grace. His true story 
gives me hope, because his heart and life were so radically changed. 
The same amazing grace that transformed Newton brought hope 
to his contemporaries and still reaches our generation with hope 
today. Newton was a man of whom I could believe that if God would 
give him a hope and a future, then He will do the same for us all. 

In Newton’s own words from his diary… (March 21, 1748): “On 
that day the Lord sent from on high and delivered me out of deep 
waters.” And 57 years to the day later… (March 21, 1805): “Not well 
able to write; but I endeavour to observe the return of this day with 
humiliation, prayer, and praise.” Of Newton and his ministry… 
from Christianity.com: “Only God’s Amazing Grace could and 
would take a rude, profane, slave-trading sailor and transform him 
into a child of God. Newton never ceased to stand in awe of God’s 
work in his life. 

In 1764, at the age of thirty-nine, John Newton began forty-three 
years of preaching the Gospel of Christ. In 1779 Newton left Olney 
to become rector of St. Mary Woolnoth in London. His ministry 
included not only the London poor and the merchant class but 
also the wealthy and influential. William Wilberforce, a member 
of Parliament and a prime mover in the abolition of slavery, was 
strongly influenced by John Newton’s life and preaching. Newton’s 
‘Thoughts on the African Slave Trade,’ based on his own experiences 
as a slave trader, was very important in securing British abolition 
of slavery. Missionaries William Carey and Henry Martyn also 
gained strength from Newton’s counsel. 

For the Sunday evening services, Newton often composed 
a hymn which developed the lessons and Scripture for the 

evening. In 1779, two hundred and eighty of these were collected 
and combined with sixty-eight hymns by Newton’s friend and 
parishioner, William Cowper, and published as the Olney Hymns. 

The most famous of all the Olney Hymns, ‘Faith’s Review and 
Expectation,’ grew out of David’s exclamation in 1 Chronicles 
17:16-17. * We know it today as ‘Amazing Grace.’  

Newton lived to be eighty-two years old and continued to preach 
and have an active ministry until beset by fading health in the 
last two or three years of his life. Even then, Newton never ceased 

to be amazed by God’s grace and told his friends, ‘My memory is 
nearly gone; but I remember two things: That I am a great sinner, 

and that Christ is a great Savior.’” 

The words of the beloved hymn penned by John Newton 
acknowledges God’s amazing grace as he experienced in his own 
life. 

Amazing Grace
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see.
T’was grace that taught my heart to fear 
and grace my fears relieved.  
How precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed.
Thru many dangers, toils, and snares I have already 
come ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years
bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
than when we first begun.”
- John Newton

Hope is a powerful energy that allows us to breathe with confidence 
and resilience. To celebrate hope we must first experience despair 
and desolation. Peace of Mind is a most important gift that we must 
never take for granted. The following prayer is full of spiritual and 
life-giving hope. 

A New Serenity Prayer 
God, grant me the serenity 
to accept the people I cannot change, 
which is pretty much everyone, 
since I’m clearly not you, God. 
At least not the last time I checked. 
And while you’re at it, God,
please give me the courage 
to change what I need to change about myself, 
which is frankly a lot, since, once again, 
I’m not you, which means I’m not perfect. 
It’s better for me to focus on changing myself 
than to worry about changing other people, 
who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying, 
I can’t change anyway. 
Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up 
whenever I think that I’m clearly smarter 
than everyone else in the room, 
that no one knows what they’re talking about except me, 
or that I alone have all the answers. 
Basically, God, 
grant me the wisdom 
to remember that I’m 
not you. 

Amazing Grace 



Community Notices
RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 28TH OCTOBER. Top score: Tied; Shiela Duff & 
Ann Marie Farrell. 1st Lady: Tied; Catherine Fitzpatrick & Betty Murphy. 1st Gent: Mary Dunne. 2nd Gent: Terry Dunne. 1st Half: 
Tied; Frances Dunne & Tom Kearns. 2nd Half: Tied; Liam McCartney, B. Kennedy & Tom Dunne. Best of 3: Peter Stevenson. Raffle: 
1st Tom Gowing, 2nd Ann Pearson, 3rd Damien Carter, 4th Sadie Chester, 5th Ton Kearns, 6th Tom Dunne. Thanks to all for your 
support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new members always welcome, lessons available if required.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS For family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-anon meeting every 
Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

LAOIS COUNTY BRIDGE CLUB, PORTLAOISE.  Morning bridge every Wednesday morning at 10.15am in Portlaoise Enterprise 
Centre. Beginners are welcome and lessons given to improve your skills. Contact William on 087-0929898. 	

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Monday 3rd Nov.  Bowls in St Mary’s Hall from 2-4. Wednesday 5th Nov. afternoon with Moez from 
3pm. Thursday 6th Nov. in Sue Ryder. Cards and chat from 3pm.New members welcome. For further information contact Maria at 
0879187157.

LINE DANCING FREE, FESTIVE, FUN with Maureen Culleton commencing Mon Nov.3rd at 11a.m. in St.Mary’s  Hall...let’s get 
started on our seasonal party pieces.  Ph. 0876482038 seanchistin@gmail.com or Catriona Slattery at Laois Sports Partnership. 

LAOIS TRADITIONAL SINGERS’ CIRCLE: First Thursday of every month. Next session 6 November 2025. 9pm Humes’ Bar 
Portlaoise. Folk songs, sean nós, ballads, stories and recitations welcome. contact Niall 087231093.

LAOIS MACRA COUNTRY MUSIC NIGHT. Featuring Colin Kenny and Alistair Fingleton Castle Arms Hotel, Durrow. Saturday 8th 
Nov. at 8.00 p.m. Admission €15 on the door or ph.  086 379 2158.  Purchase your ticket before 1st Nov. to be in with a chance to win a 
prize (price of your ticket back!).

PORTLAOISE & DISTRICT PLOUGHING ASSOCIATION TABLE QUIZ Deadman’s Inn Saturday Night. 8th November 2025 @ 
8.00pm. Table of 4 €40. Great Prizes: Fun for all the family. Please Support.

Religious Notes
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church. 

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm (Adoration). 

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm. 

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations  Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish 
Church.  

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in prayer and 
service to  
Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp. For further details, 
please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, talks, and 
interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual 
nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

THE GUILD OF ST PHILIP Portlaoise, provides a befriending service for prisoners in Portlaoise and Midlands, who have no family 
visits. This experience greatly affects their ability to adjust to life ‘outside’ as law abiding citizens. The Guild is a positive force in the lives of 
prisoners visited. If you are interested in becoming a Guild member please contact 0860462405.

ABIDE IN HIS LOVE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE NOV 21-23. The Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran Co. Donegal. A beautiful 
event for women exploring the beauty & gift of their feminine identity in Christ.  Guest Speakers include Sr. Mary Madeline Todd 
OP (USA), Megan Madden (USA/UK), Fr. Barry Braum, Fr. Mark Wharton (UK), Fr. Francesco Mary Gavazzi, CFR, the Nashville 
Dominican sisters, & Mass with Archbishop Eamon Martin. Check Eventbrite for tickets & more info.  

EMMANUEL HOUSE CLONFERT Day of Prayer for Holy Souls in Purgatory led by Eddie Stone & Team – Sun. Nov. 9th 11am. 
Please bring a packed lunch.

ROSARY AT THE GROTTO, First Sunday in November 2nd at the Grotto Top Square at 2.30pm.



Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

May They Rest In Peace May They Rest In Peace 
Our Sympathies Are With Their FamiliesOur Sympathies Are With Their Families

In Loving Memory of 

BREDA WALSH 
(NÉE KEOGH)

Late of Chelmsford, Essex
and Ridge Road, Portlaoise.

9th Anniversary occurs 6th November 2025. 

Our family chain is broken, 
And nothing seems the same,

But as God calls us one by one, 
The chain will link again.

Forever Loved. Never forgotten. Always missed.
Matty, Jason, Helena, Emma and Shane, 

all the grandkids and extended family.

Rest in Peace Breda

In Loving Memory of 

JOHN PAUL 
KIRWAN

Anngrove, Kilbricken, 
Mountrath, Co. Laois 

21st Anniversary occurs  
6th November.

Anniversary Mass in St. Brigid’s 
Church Shanahoe, on November 

9th at 12 noon.   
Quickly and quietly came the call, 

Without farewell you left us all,
A sudden call from God on high,
You had no chance to say goodbye 
Without farewell you fell asleep,

But memories of you we’ll always keep.
Also remembering at this time

 John’s daddy Martin (Murt) Kirwan.
Your life was love and labour,
Your love for your family true, 
You did your best for all of us,
We will always remember you.

Sadly missed, loved and always remembered  
By your loving family.  

Rest in Peace John Paul

Evelyn O’Rourke
Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise

Seán Conroy
Lamberton House, Ratheniska

Nancy Frawley
Borris Little, Portlaoise

John Joey Tuohy
UK  and formerly 

Lakeglen & Marian Ave, Portlaoise  

Teresa McCloskey
Well Road, Portlaoise

Christmas  Memorials
The Link Up office is currently taking bookings 
for Christmas Memorials
N.B. PLEASE NOTE:
As the Link Up is now collated externally
ALL MEMORIALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
5PM THURSDAY DECEMBER 11TH
for inclusion in the Christmas edition of the Link Up 
 (December 21st), this will be the last Link Up of 2025.
The First Link Up of 2026 will be Sunday January 11th.
Thank you for your support and co-operation.

Frank Cullen
Harpurs Lane, Portlaoise

Donie Bracken
Abbeyleix Rd. Portlaoise



In Loving Memory of 

ANNE SMYTH
Ballytegan, Ridge Rd., Portlaoise. 

9th Anniversary occurs 
9th November 2025.

Thinking of you today.

Forever loved, cherished and never forgotten by your 
husband Joe and your children Gemma, Brian and Joanne, 
your grandchildren Danann, Caiden and Harry, and your 

sons-in-law and daughter-in-law.

Rest in Peace Anne

In Loving Memory of 

BREDA WALSH
(NÉE KEOGH)
Late of Chelmsford, Essex 

and Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
9th Anniversary occurs 
6th November 2025. 

Don’t remember me with sadness,
Don’t remember me with tears.
Remember all the good times
Shared throughout the years.
So please don’t be unhappy

Just because I am out of sight.
Remember that I am with you 

Every morning, noon and night.
Deeply loved and never forgotten by 

your brothers, sisters and extended family. 

Rest in Peace Breda

In Loving Memory of 

JIM SEXTON
“Padua”, Clonminam Road, 

Portlaoise. 
22nd Anniversary occurs 

3rd November 2025. 
 Anniversary Mass to remember Jim and 

his late wife Bridget, whose anniversary 
occurs 24th November, will be celebrated 
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on 

Saturday 22nd November  
at 6.30pm. 

Will those who think of Jim today,  
A little prayer to Jesus say. 

Always loved and remembered by Pat, Mary, Frank, his 
daughter-in-law Hilda, grandsons, great-granddaughters,  

extended family and friends.

Rest in Peace Jim

In Loving Memory of

EUGENE (HUGHIE)
McLOUGHLIN
63 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
23/8/1949-31/10/2022.

3rd Anniversary away from home - 31st October 2025.

Lonely here without you, we miss you more each day.
Life is not the same to us since you were called away.

Your resting place we visit,
Place flowers there with care, 

But no one knows the heartache 
When we turn and leave you there.

Sadly, missed and always remembered by your  
loving wife Patsy and son Eugene xxx Masses offered.

Your life was one of kindly deeds, 
A helping hand for others needs

Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind.

Love Always, Imelda, Danny  
& family xxx

Three years have passed, the pain still stays, 
But your memory lights my days.

I miss you more than words can say,
But I know we’ll meet again someday. 

Love Trisha xxx

Those we hold most dear never truly leave us 
They live on in the kindness they showed,

The comfort they shared,
And the love they brought into our lives.

Sadly missed by Geraldine, Christy and Girls xx

Rest in Peace Eugene



In Loving Memory of 

JOHN (JOEY) 
TUOHY

London and formerly 
Marian Ave & Lake Glen, Portlaoise.

Who died 18th October 2025  
in London.

Never more than a thought away, 
Deep in our hearts you will always stay.

Deeply missed by his family, relatives and friends. 

Rest in Peace John

In Loving Memory of 

CECELIA MULHALL 
85 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.  

22nd Anniversary  
on 1st November 2025.

Never more than a thought away, 
Deep in our hearts you will always stay, 

Loved and remembered every day.

Always remembered by your loving family x  

May Cecelia Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

SEAN & PEGGY  
O’BRIEN

Late of Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise. 
Sean’s 45th Anniversary and Peggy’s 29th 

Anniversary occur at this time.

Miss Me But Let Me Go 
When I come to the end of the road,  

And the sun has set for me, 
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room, 

Why cry for a soul set free? 
Miss me a little-but not too long,  

And not with your head bowed low, 
Remember the love that we once shared, 

Miss me-but let me go. 
For this is a journey that we all must take, 

And each must go alone, 
It’s all part of the Master’s plan, 

A step on the road to home. 
When you are lonely and sick of heart, 

Go to the friends we know, 
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds, 

Miss me but let me go.
Sadly missed and always remembered by  

all your loving family and friends.

Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

PATRICK WHELAN
3 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise. 
28th Anniversary occurs 10th 

November 2025.
Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 

Parish Church on Saturday  
8th November at 6.30pm.

As each day dawns, we think of you,
As each night falls, we pray for you.

And throughout our lives, no matter where, 
In our hearts you are always there.

Missed and always remembered by his loving family. 

May Patrick Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory 
of

TOMMY & BRIDGET FRIEL
Late of 75 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

Tommy’s 38th Anniversary and 
Bridget’s 20th Anniversary

 occur at this time.

 In our minds a constant thought, 
In our hearts a silent sorrow. 

Sadly missed and always remembered by 
your daughter Marie and family. 

Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

WILLIAM (BILL) 
O’REILLY

Marian House, Dublin Rd., 
Portlaoise.  

7th Anniversary occurs  
5th November 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in  
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Sunday 

2nd November at 12.30pm.

Those we love don’t go away, 
They walk beside us everyday,

Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed and forever dear.

Thinking of you today and always.
Sadly missed by his loving wife Maura and family.

May Bill Rest in Peace 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND 
MONTH’S MIND

In Loving Memory of

NORA / NOREEN 
TWOMEY  

(NÉE KEATING)
Renard South, Caherciveen, 

Co. Kerry and formerly Ballina, 
Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

We, the family of Nora would like to express our heartfelt thanks to Father 
Larry Kelly for attending our home in Renard during our Mother’s last days at 
home, for praying the rosary with us and for saying the final prayers for Nora 

before she left Renard for the very last time. 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to Monsignor John Byrne 
for celebrating Nora’s funeral Mass in Portlaoise with such kind words 

and warmth. Thank you to M.Bartley in the parish centre for organising 
everything. Thanks to Páidí Garvey undertakers for the professionalism and 
kindness, shown to us and for enabling us to bring Nora home to Renard 

and back to Ballyfin to be buried with her beloved husband. Nothing was too 
much effort for them.

We wish to express our gratitude to the staff of Valentia Community Hospital 
for the loving care and attention to our Mother during her stay there for the 

past two and a half years and especially, in her final days. Thank you to all who 
cared for our Mother like your own, we will be forever grateful to you, for 

your love, care and attention.  

We very much appreciate the kindness of our neighbours in Renard who  
were there to support us. Words cannot express how much we appreciated  

the old traditions of your help with carrying our Mother in and out in terrible 
weather conditions and calling to our home to pay your respects and forming  

the guards of honour when our Mother came back to Renard and indeed  
when she left for the final time that Friday morning. Simple traditions  

that meant everything to us.

Thank you to our wonderful neighbours and friends who called to sympathise 
with us in Portlaoise, and attended the funeral Mass, we appreciated and 
enjoyed your company. To those who travelled long distances from Kerry  

via Clare to Donegal and all places in between to sympathise with us, we say  
a huge míle buíochas. To those who expressed condolences, online, by phone 
or in person, to those who thought of us in any way we are so grateful to you.

Thank you to those who played a part in the funeral Mass and made it so 
special, we are very thankful  to our amazing singer Aishling who added so 

beautifully to the funeral Mass. Thank you to David Goode (of Keegan  
Funeral Directors) in Portlaoise, for his professionalism and to the grave 

diggers including Liam McNamara for preparing our Mother’s final  
resting place in Ballyfin.  

Thank you to the Deadman’s Pub in Ballyfin for accommodating us and  
for the wonderful food provided by Bosco’s Catering. Finally, a special thank 
you to Martina and Paul for standing outside our home in Ballina with the 

Kerry flag, we know Nora would have been so happy about that. 

Please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our sincere gratitude. 
 The Holy Sacrament of the Mass will be offered for your intentions. 

Nora’s months mind Mass will take place on Sunday, 2nd of November  
at 11.30am in the Daniel O’Connell Memorial Church in Caherciveen,  

Co. Kerry. 

Ní imithe uainn atá said, ach imithe romhainn 

In Loving Memory of 

KEVIN BOWE
Marian Avenue, Portlaoise. 

7th Anniversary occurs  
5th November 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on 

Saturday 1st Nov. at 6:30pm.

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, 
Love leaves a memory no one can steal.

As our heartache has only grown,
You now have Rob at your side in your heavenly home.

Sadly missed by your wife Marie, children Suzanne, Kevin, 
Sandra, Paul and Kenneth, grandchildren, sisters Betty &  

Patty and brother Frank and extended family.

May Kevin Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

MARY DRENNAN
Clonban, Mountrath, Co Laois.  

2nd Anniversary occurred  
15th October, 2025.  

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St Brigid’s Church, 
Shanahoe on Sunday, 9th November at 12 noon.  

Also remembering her late husband, Tim Drennan, 
her brother, Jack O’Toole and deceased members of the

 Drennan and O’Toole families at this time.

Loved and remembered by her family and friends. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dílis. 

In Loving Memory of 

NOEL BRENNAN
Grenville, Dublin Rd. Portlaoise.  

14th Anniversary occurs  
1st November 2025. 

 Anniversary Mass in St Peter’s & Paul’s 
Church Saturday 1st November at 

6.30pm.  

Our lives go on without you, but nothing is the same.
We have to hide our heartache when someone speaks your name,

You did so many things for us, your heart was kind and true.
And when we needed someone, we could always count on you.

The special days will not return, when we were all together, 
But with the love in our hearts, you walk with us forever.

Always remembered and loved by 
your daughter Shauna and wife Alice xx

Rest in Peace Noel
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Portlaoise Parish Lourdes 
Pilgrimage 2026

29th June 2026 – 3rd July 2026
(4 nights / 5 days)
Full board €700p.p. sharing in Hotel Sainte Rose. 
Savings Club will commence on Thursday 30th October 
from 3-4pm in the Parish Centre for anyone wishing to 
avail of it.
BOOKINGS OPEN NOW
PLEASE CONTACT  
Seán 086-3633785 or Frances 085-8142666  
for further information.
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Christmas

MONAFERRICK, STRADBALLY, 
CO. LAOIS, R32 P382

Tickets on
Sale NOW!

12 -14  DECEMBER 2025T H T H

Santa Visit
Experience

Food &
Craft Fair

Christmas 
Concerts

Step into Christmas magic 
 Meet Santa, browse festive crafts & 

be serenaded by carols at 
The Fitz Christmas Festival 2025

For more information visit
www.FitzOfInch.com

Festival
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