




NEW MEN’S HEALTH AND FITNESS CLASS 
EVERY THURSDAY MORNING AT 10AM 

WITH CONOR HORAN.  THIS CLASS 
FOCUSES ON FITNESS, MOBILITY AND 

AGILITY FOR ALL AGES. THIS IS A LIMITED 
SPACE CLASS,  CALL OR EMAIL THE CLINIC FOR 

MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR SPACE. 



 

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED  

 

Portlaoise Citizens Information Service are seeking 
Volunteers to work in our local office on  

Reception for 1 full day per week 
 

Please email your expression of interest to: 
sinead.tynan@citinfo.ie 

 

• Up to a two-year commitment 
• 1 full day per week 
• Basic Computer Skills 

 

Volunteering in a Citizens Information Service gives you the 
opportunity to: 

• Be active and give something back to your community 
• Use your skills and knowledge 
• Do something you really enjoy 
• Meet new people 
• Gain valuable training and experience 
• Be an active citizen 
• Make a difference 

Closing Date for Application is October 31st 

South Leinster Citizens Information Service,  
Kellyville Centre, Portlaise, Co.Laois, R32 K6PY 
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PORTLAOISE BOXING CLUB TEAM
In the middle of the second row, Rosaletta Casey and Tomas O’ Reilly 
wearing their Irish International boxing gear, will travel tomorrow to 
represent the Portlaoise boxing club and Ireland at the forthcoming 
European Boxing Championships in Budva, Montenegro.
This is a tremendous honour for the boxers, their families, their 
community, the Portlaoise boxing club, and Ireland.
We would like to wish them both every success.



24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING
•	 School Cleaning,
•	 General House Cleaning,
•	 Deep Cleaning,
•	 End of Tenancy Cleaning,
•	 Offices, schools, shops, salons & more

CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	 Home improvements and repairs
•	 Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	 Fence maintenance and repair
•	 Painting inside/outside and decorating
•	 Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
•	 Furniture assembly and installation

CORCRA COUNSELLING  
& PSYCHOTHERAPY  

Qualified Counsellor based in Laois 
BSc Integrated Counselling & 

Psychotherapy 
 Registered member of IACP 

www.corcracounselling.ie

PH. 089/4917174 / EMAIL:  
CORCRACOUNSELLING@GMAIL.COM

PAT LALOR 
TARMACADAM

•	 Church Avenue, Stradbally
•	 Tarmacadam
•	 Kerbing
•	 Drainage
•	 Free Quotations | VAT Registered

Tel: 083 021 1577
Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbing
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

FUEL FOR SALE
CAN BE DELIVERED

PHONE:
087 7737910

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

PART-TIME CARETAKER 
(approx. 15 hours per week)

Laois Education Support Centre, Block Rd., Portlaoise 
is looking for a part-time caretaker Duties include 
cleaning, room set-up, front-of-house interactions, 

light repairs and tea/coffee making.
Please send CV including details of 

two referees to 
director@laoisedcentre.ie  
before Nov. 18th, 2025.

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
Free collection of all scrap metal: washing 

machines, cookers, lawnmowers, etc. 
Garden sheds cleared, fences and sewer 
issues resolved. Mini-digger and small 

tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

S&R SERVICE
Cleaning Services for Offices & 

Houses 
Once off or ongoing services  

Spring Cleaning  
Experienced Workers / References 

available
PH. 085-1417805

MOUNTAIN VIEW ECO 
WOOD FUELS 

Delivery Service / House Removal / 
Pick up Service

Bags of Softwood Logs - €5each
12 x 20kg bags of smokeless coal €150

PH. FINTAN 087-7645855

•	 Painting & 
Decorating 

•	 Kitchen Fitting
•	 Furniture 

Assembly
•	 Flooring

•	 Carpentry
•	 Tiling
•	 Bathrooms
•	 General 

Maintenance



ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
All domestic plumbing 

Oil fired central heating 
Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW 

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME 
Plumber on call for Portlaoise & surrounding areas

Fitting water softeners, showers, repairs.
Copper cylinder replacement  

Full Oil-Fired Central Heating Installed and Maintained

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

CARER REQUIRED  
Kind reliable person required to care 

for elderly male, in his own home, 
Portlaoise area. 2 or 3 [ x 1 hour] calls 

per day. Light housework included  
and small meal prep.  

Only genuine and reliable people to 
apply with references please to 

087-8320881 

CHILDMINDER 
REQUIRED

For one small child 

Roughly 4–5 days 
from 9am to 4pm.

CONTACT: 089-9807722

PMC HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE 
Trailor load of

Hardwood & Softwood
Delivered

CALL 085-2437088

BUILDING SERVICES
Plasterer Available 

PH. 089-4567213

LAOIS ARCH CLUB
Thank you to all who contributed 

to the Laois Arch Club Church Gate 
Collection. Laois Arch Club
is a club for adults with an 

 intellectual disability.
For further information contact

MARY BUTLER 087 6323269
KIM HANNIFFY 087 4124843

FREE TO TAKE AWAY 

Sitting room suite in 
very good condition

087-1210263



Music By Revelation
Music By Revelation

NOTICE
REGARDING CHANGE OF 

POLLING STATIONS

PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION

24TH OCTOBER 2025

*PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
POLLING CARD BEFORE 

GOING TO THE
POLLING STATION*

Polling stations in the Portlaoise Urban 
and Rural Polling Districts have been 
amended and as a result, the Polling 

Station at which you are entitled to vote 
may have changed.

Your Polling Card will confirm the 
Polling Station at which you are 

permitted to cast  your vote.

Rory Hanniffy
Returning Officer

Constituency Of Laois 



PRIMARY SCHOOL ENROLMENT 2026/2027 
Enrolments will be accepted from Oct. 6th 2025—Oct. 24th 
2025. Enrolment forms are available directly from each 
school or via school websites:

Gaelscoil Phortlaoise
Holy Family Junior School 
Holy Family Senior School

Ratheniska NS
Scoil Bhride

Scoil an Fhraoich Mhóir, The Heath

Enrolment to a school for a Special Class Placement:
We have been asked to remind parents who are considering 
a special class placement for their child from September 
2026 that they must apply to the Special Educational Needs 
Organiser (SENO) for an eligibility letter in line with Circular 
39/2025. 

OTHER SCHOOL ENROLMENTS 2026/2027 
ABBEYLEIX Oct. 6th 2025—Oct. 24th

Scoil Muire Ballyroan Rd.

SHANAHOE Oct. 6th 2025—Oct. 24th
Scoil Fionntáin Naofa

NOW ENROLLING!

Scoil Fionntáin Naofa,
Shanahoe, Abbeyleix, Co. Laois, R32F899

JUNIOR INFANT ENROLMENT
2026/27

Please call the office to speak with Ms. Isobel Magner 
(School Secretary) on 0578739715 or email Mr. Barry Whelan (Principal) at 

principalshanahoens@gmail.com should you 
have any questions or to arrange a school visit.

Green School
Blue Star School

Curious Minds Platinum STEM School
Nature Hero School (Golden Eagle Award)
Amber Flag for promoting positive mental 

health and wellbeing.

Please download an 
application form from 

www.shanahoens.net and 
return by post or via email 
to shanahoens@gmail.com or 
contact our secretary to 

collect a copy.

There is an independent before 
and after-schools facility 'Na 
Blátha Beaga' now operating in 
Shanahoe Community Hall which 
is adjacent to the school. 'Na 
Blátha Beaga' also runs a pre-

school facility.

Applications accepted from Monday, 6th October 
2025 until Friday, 24th October 2025.

 
 

 
 

 Job Vacancies    Domestic Assistants 

Mount St Anne’s, Killenard is looking for dynamic and 

experienced people to join our Team at this  

busy Centre. 

For more information or to submit your CV 

please email your CV to: 

operationsmanager@mountstannes.com  
 

For information about the Centre visit our 

website:  www.mountstannes.com 

Mount St Anne’s is an equal opportunities  employer.    

MMoouunntt  SStt..  AAnnnnee’’ss  RReettrreeaatt  &&  CCoonnffeerreennccee  CCeennttrree,,                                                                                                                                                  
KKiilllleennaarrdd,,  PPoorrttaarrlliinnggttoonn,,  CCoo..  LLaaooiiss..  RR3322  WWNN5599  

THE HEATH HALL AND  
GRAVEYARD COMMITTEE 

THE HEATH HALL AND GRAVEYARD COMMITTEE IS IN  
URGENT NEED

OF NEW VOLUNTEERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

EVERYONE IS WARMLY WELCOMED TO OUR AGM ON 

TUESDAY 28 OCTOBER 2025 @ 8.00PM 

IN THE HEATH HALL WITH LIGHT REFRESHMENTS 
ON THE NIGHT 

PLEASE COME ALONG TO GET INVOLVED, 
SHARE YOUR IDEAS, OR SIMPLY HAVE YOUR SAY 

ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OUR HALL AND THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF OUR GRAVEYARD









N



Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

In all our communities, often silently and heroically, are people 
who voluntarily care for a vulnerable loved one. For me personally, 
those who care for a vulnerable loved one are truly inspirational. In 
the context of a vibrant rich economy, most carers receive abysmal 
remuneration regarding the contribution they make to enhance a 
loved one’s life. The recent budget failed to significantly address 
this imbalance.  

It goes something like this. You wake up. It’s the middle of the 
night. You are in your own home, but you don’t know where you 
are. You decide to get dressed but you can’t find your clothes. You 
decide to go downstairs but you can’t find the stairs. Eventually 
someone comes to you, but you don’t know them. You’ve never seen 
them before. They tell you they are a son or a daughter, a husband 
or a wife. And they coax you back to bed. 

That mini drama is re-enacted in different forms across the country 
every day and every night and every hour of every day and every 
night. Because across the country thousands of people, old and 
not so old, suffer from some form of dementia or senility, the best 
known of which has been labelled Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Such multiple conditions are not always, as people sometimes 
think, an advanced form of the kind of forgetfulness or cognitive 
deterioration associated in the common mind with the passing of 
years. More often than not that isn’t the case. Apparently, there’s 
no direct relation between old age and, say, Alzheimer’s, as the 
condition described in the first paragraph above can also inflict 
people in their thirties. With Alzheimer’s, the memory collapses, 
the ability to reason is diminished and the personality can change. 
Alzheimer’s gets progressively worse. It is incurable and it ends in 
death. It may not be clear whether it’s hereditary or whether it can 
be brought on by stress. It has to do with the formation of some 
kind of plaque in the brain and scientists are researching a way to 
check or eliminate that plaque. 

But there is hope. While there is at present no cure for Alzheimer’s 
disease, there is medicine available that can temporarily improve 
some symptoms. And there are cognitive stimulation therapies 
becoming available. But while the scientists do their research, 

those with dementia in many of its varied forms can face a bleak 
future and those who care for them can face problems and 

special needs. For the carers of Alzheimer’s patients and others, 
a further dimension is the important question of who is going to 
care for the carers? 

For the carers of Alzheimer’s patients and others, the usual often 
difficult demands associated with caring can be exacerbated. In 
this instance it isn’t just a question of keeping an eye on them, 
ensuring that they don’t come to any harm, washing, bathing, 
putting them to bed. It’s also repeating the same thing, possibly 
multiple times a day. It’s trying to find a predictable reaction in 
the troubled, unfocussed eyes that stare vacantly into the distance. 
Allied to that is the change in personality of the patient, the sense 
that part of them is no longer there, a kind of living death. 

There is too the sense of guilt people sometime feel when, with 
the best will in the world, a satisfactory level of care can’t be 

offered in the home and a patient with needs has to be facilitated 
in a nursing home. Responsibilities to oneself and to others can 
sometimes through misunderstanding or insinuation, be wrongly 
misrepresented as selfishness. There is something particularly 
heart-rending about a wife sitting in the shadows   talking to a 
much-loved husband who doesn’t really know who she is – or vice-
versa. Or a daughter realising for the first time that the shell of life 
that now harbours her father has somehow lost the set of personality 
characteristics that shaped so much memory and so much love. Or 
even worse still, a mother trying to get some reaction from a son 
who stares at her as if he has never seen her before. Or the medley 
of other experiences when the person being cared for is no longer 
the person they knew. 

The temptation is to treat them as unthinking, uncaring, 
not knowing. As if somehow behind the puzzled eyes there 
is no thought, no idea, no memory. That may not be the 
case because the world they now live in is impenetrable to the 
onlooker. Whatever the loss, they are still themselves, inhabiting 
a very private world in a very limited way, but still a world that, 
for all its limitations, is still their world. Whatever the change 
they can still throw an eye in a characteristic way, turn the head 
or even occasionally smile. Lucid moments can be unambiguously 
cherished like the sun forcing its way through the clouds on a   
dismal day. But those of us outside that experience cannot tell the 
carer of an Alzheimer’s or dementia patient what to be or what to 
do. It is so easy for those outside this sometimes (or maybe often) 
grim experience of tangible personal loss to speak words of love 
and duty, to trot out cliches about responsibility to our own flesh 
and blood. 

Most of us haven’t earned that right and we should respect the 
difficult landscape that carers inhabit with the grace of our 
silence. We need to listen to the needs of those who care, not to 
pry into or analyse from a distance the very personal and private 
connection between the carer and the cared, and not to pretend 
that we understand the lonely and often long journey of caring. 
Budgets and elections, as we know, come and go, and are often full 
of suggestions about how carers could be helped or rewarded in 
some way for the work they do. It seems incomprehensible that the 
hidden heroines (and heroes) of such care should so often warrant 
such a relatively poor response in the rich country in which we now 
live. 

Those who care for the vulnerable 



Community Notices
RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 14TH OCTOBER. Top Score: Kit Farrell. 1st 
Lady: Bernie Cahill. 2nd Lady: Ann O’Dowd. 1st Gent: Terry Dunne. 2nd Gent: Tied; Tom Dunne & Terry Jackson. 1st Half: Breda 
Fitzpatrick. 2nd Half: Sheila Duff.13 Tricks: Kit Farrell & Tom Dunne. Raffle: 1st Catherine Galvin, 2nd Liam McCarthney, 3rd Liam 
McCarthney, 4th Hazel Restrick 5th Margaret Flanagan. Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the 
Parish Centre, new members always welcome, lessons available if required.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS For family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-anon meeting every 
Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

LINE DANCING with Maureen Culleton, St. Mary’s Hall, Oct 20th 11am-12noon. FREE ENTRY and all welcome!

SEANCHISTIN, IREY, BALLYFIN, R32X5D6 ACTIVITIES: Tues. Line Dancing, 11a.m. We dance to our favourite country music 
star. Wed, Set Dancing 8p.m. Come alone or bring a partner.  Thursday, for persons living with Parkinsons, 11a.m. movement to music, 
dancing, singing, poetry, refreshments & chat. Ph. Maureen 087 6482038

LAOIS COUNTY BRIDGE CLUB, PORTLAOISE.  Morning bridge every Wednesday morning at 10.15am in Portlaoise Enterprise 
Centre. Beginners are welcome and lessons given to improve your skills. Contact William on 087-0929898. 	

PARACHUTE JUMP – 18th Oct “Johnny One Leg” raising funds for the Fatima Pilgrimage Group to bring sick people to Fatima. The 
Pilgrimage will be 11th June 2026. Full information from Maura O’Brien 087 - 1210263

RETIRED NURSES AGM takes place Monday 20th October at the Parish Centre, Portlaoise 1.30pm. Guest speaker – all members 
welcome and Nurses intending to join. 

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 21st October St. Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm Jackpot on 47 numbers €1610 Double number €1510 
Lotto €700, Bonus Ball €500.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Monday 20th Oct. Bowls in Mary’s hall.from 2-4pm. New members welcome.Wednesday 22nd Oct.E.G 
Meeting.to  deal with urgent matters important all members attend.from 3pm.in parish center.Thursday23rd.in Sue Ryder center 
kilminchy cards and chat from 3pm  new members welcome tuition given.for further information contact Maria 0879187157.  

LAOIS TRADITIONAL SINGERS’ CIRCLE: First Thursday of every month. Next session 6 November 2025. 9pm Humes’ Bar Portlaoise. Folk 
songs, sean nós, ballads, stories and recitations welcome. contact Niall 087231093.

CARING IN OFFALY CE SCHEME: Home Respite Care Worker, Vacancy No. 2415725, Portlaoise area, 19.5 hours per week. Please contact 
Alison Hackett for more information on 086-0213711  or ahackett@familycarers.ie 

MEALS ON WHEELS CHURCH GATE COLLECTION on the weekend of 1st and 2nd of November. 

SOCIAL DANCE Saturday 25th October in Parochial Hall, The Square, Portarlington. Music by Glor Tire Star Alex Roe. Doors open 8pm Dancing 
8.30 - 11.30pm. Admission €10 also Raffle in aid of Hall Window Refurbishment.

Religious Notes
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church. 

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm (Adoration). 

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm. 

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations  Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish Church.  

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in prayer and service to  
Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp. For further details, please contact 
Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, talks, and interviews. Listen 
anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting 
programs.

FEAR. HOPE. MERCY.  A RECOLLECTION WEEKEND ON THE FOUR LAST THINGS Date: 31st October-2nd November. 
Location: Tí Chulainn Centre, Mullaghbawn Co. Armagh. Retreat leader: Fr Patrick Desmond OP.  Fully residential with full board - non residential 
rates available also - all details online.  Early bird closes Mon. 29th Sept. For more info visit www.thecollect.ie or email info@thecollect.ie

THE GUILD OF ST PHILIP Portlaoise, provides a befriending service for prisoners in Portlaoise and Midlands, who have no family visits. This 
experience greatly affects their ability to adjust to life ‘outside’ as law abiding citizens. The Guild is a positive force in the lives of prisoners visited. If you 
are interested in becoming a Guild member please contact 0860462405.



Our Prayers are asked for those  
who recently died.

May They Rest In Peace May They Rest In Peace 
Our Sympathies Are With Their FamiliesOur Sympathies Are With Their Families

Christine Leahy
Clonkeen, Portlaoise  

Michael ‘Har’ Fitzgerald 
Glenbarrow, Portlaoise

William (Willie) Donoghue 
Harper’s Lane, Portlaoise / 
Monasterevin, Co. Kildare 

Timmy Gleeson
Ballyteagan, Portlaoise 

Ava Doran
Summerhill, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

In Loving Memory of

JOE RUTH
St. John’s Square, Portlaoise.

Whose 1st Anniversary occurs 21st 
October 2025.

Dad
A golden heart stopped beating 

Hard working hands at rest.
It broke my heart to see you go,

God only takes the best. 

Forever in our hearts your daughter Donna and son in law Karl xxx

May Joe Rest in Peace 

In Loving Memory of 

SHANE MOORE
62 Rossvale, Portlaoise. 12th Anniversary occurs 19th October 2025.

As we look upon your picture,  
Great memories we recall

Of a face so full of sunshine,
And a smile for one and all

Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure. 

Loved and remembered always 
Mam, Dad, Marian, Ross,

nephew Shane, niece Rubi and 
all your family and friends.

Rest in Peace Shane

In Loving Memory of 

ANN HEFFERNAN
Clonboyne, Portlaoise.  

8th Anniversary occurred 16th October 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts.  

Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Saturday 18th 
October at 6:30pm.

We are sad within our memory, 
Lonely are our hearts today, 

For the one we loved so dearly, 
Has forever been called away. 

We think of her in silence, 
No eye may see us weep, 

But many silent tears are shed,
When others are asleep. 

Loved and never forgotten by all your loving family.
May Ann Rest in Peace 

In Loving Memory of

CATHERINE 
PENNEY

Ballsbridge and formerly Togher.
13th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on 
Wednesday 22nd October at 10am. 

Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered everyday,
No longer in our lives to share,

But in our hearts you’re always there.

Sadly missed by all her loving family & friends. 

May Catherine Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of

WILLIAM (“MAC”) MCEVOY  
Towerhill, Portlaoise. 2nd Anniversary occurs 

on 23rd October 2025. 
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. 

Peter & Paul’s Church on Sunday 26th 
October at 12.30pm.

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day.

Sadly, missed and always remembered by  
his loving wife and family.

Also remembering around this time his Dad, 
Albert and his daughter Eva.

May William Rest in Peace 



25th BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of 

AARON KELLY GORMAN
105 Cherrygrove, Portlaoise, whose 25th birthday 

occurs 21st October 2025.

Today is filled with memories,  
With happiness and tears,

Of birthday celebrations son,  
We shared throughout the years.
And though I’ll always miss you,  

The endless joy you brought, 
Warms my heart with gratitude,  

And fills my every thought. 
Wherever you are resting, I hope that you can see,  

How precious and treasured your memory is to me. 
I feel that you are with me, in everything I do,  

So I’ll celebrate your birthday Aaron,  
But I’ll spend it missing you.

Gone but not forgotten, forever in our hearts, from your loving father Michael, 
Brandon Kelly-Gorman and Chloe Byrne, extended family, relatives and friends.

Rest in Peace Aaron  

In Loving Memory of

PJ O’BRIEN
83 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise. 

9th Anniversary - 16th October 2025.
God saw you getting tired and a cure was not to be, so He put 

His arms around you, and whispered 
“Come to me.”

With tearful eyes we watched you,  
And saw you pass away,  

And although we loved you dearly,  
We could not make you stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating,  
Hard working hands at rest, 

God broke our hearts to prove to us, 
He only takes the best. 

Never forgotten by your loving wife Teresa, daughters, sons,  
grandchildren, brothers and sisters and a large circle of friends. 

     May P.J. Rest in Peace 

In Loving Memory of 

ANGELA CLEARY 
(NÉE COLBERT)
37 Lakeglen, Portlaoise. 

7th Anniversary away from home 
occurs 29th October 2025.  

 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, 

on Saturday 25th October at 
6.30pm. 

Sadly missed by your loving husband Tom, daughters 
Stephanie, Tracey and Paula, grandchildren Craig, Ben, 

Ryan, Roisin and Willow and great-granddaughter Grace. 
Always in our hearts.

Rest in Peace Mam

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE   
In Loving Memory of

SHANE LYNCH
110 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

Missing you on your Birthday 
As we visit your resting place upon 

This special day
Once more we feel the sadness 

That will never go away.
For, ever since you’ve gone,

Life has never been the same
Yet, it comforts us to know,

That one day we’ll meet again.
Until that day arrives, we’ll relive every memory

Of the happy times we shared.  
Together you and us. 

For, we miss you so very much 
And words never could convey 

The extent of the joy that you brought every day.
Happy Heavenly 25th Birthday

Rest in Peace Shane
Deeply loved and missed by all your family – Mother 
Kathleen, Gran Betty, Sisters & Brothers Tara, Katie, 
Nicole, Shannon, Dylan, Aaron nieces and nephews.

In Loving Memory of

WILLIE LYNCH
On the Anniversary of the day, 

You went away. 
Today’s the anniversary  

Of the day that we lost you. 
And for a time, it felt as though,

Our lives had ended too.
But loss has taught us many things,

And now we face each day.
With hope and happy memories

To help us on our way.
And though we’re full of sadness

That you’re no longer here
Your influence still guides us, and we still feel you near

What we shared will never die
It lives within our hearts

Bringing strength and comfort while we are apart.

Deeply loved and missed by all your family – 
Wife Kathleen, Mother Betty Sons & Daughters Tara, 

Katie, Nicole, Shannon, Dylan, Aaron and grandchildren.



In Loving Memory of

MICHAEL KILLEEN
Meelick, Portlaoise.

As we lovingly think of Michael, we his family would 
like to acknowledge the many expressions of sympathy, 

kindness & love we received from our wonderful relatives, 
friends, neighbours and colleagues.

A most sincere thank you to all who attended Michael’s 
Funeral Mass and Services, sent mass & sympathy cards 
and messages of condolences, to those who shared such 

wonderful online sentiments and memories of Michael –  
your words brought us so much comfort.

 We would like to send heartfelt thanks to Michael’s 
colleagues at HSS hire and Laois hire as well as the 

members of Laois GAA who performed wonderful guards  
of honour in respect of Michael.

Thank you to all the medical staff who attended and 
looked after Michael during his short illness. Also thank 
you to Matthew and David of Keegan’s Funeral Directors 

for all their sincere help, advice and professionalism. 

Many thanks to Monsignor Byrne who celebrated such  
a comforting & meaningful Requiem Mass for Michael 
Also, to Heather Fogarty for her beautiful singing and 

music during the Mass  and to all others who contributed  
in many ways. 

Thank you, Fr. Liam Merrigan, for attending our home  
and praying for Michael with our family & friends.

As we are unable to thank everybody individually, who 
supported us at this most difficult time in our lives, we 

hope this acknowledgement will be accepted as a heartfelt 
token of our most sincere gratitude and appreciation to 

you all. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered  
for all your intentions.

 So lovingly remembered and missed every moment  
of every day Mike by your loving family, Maureen, 

Mike, Max, Seb and extended family. Xxxxx

In Loving Memory of 

DES CARROLL
Beladd, Portlaoise. 2nd Anniversary occurs 23rd October.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Pauls 
Church on Sunday 26th October at 11.15am. 

Those we love don’t go away, 
They walk beside us every day, 

Unseen, unheard but always near, 
Still loved, still missed, still very dear.

Sadly missed, deeply loved and always

remembered by your loving wife Margaret,

daughters Gwen, Yvonne, Deirdre & Tracey,

sons in law, grandchildren, brothers, 

family and friends.

Rest in Peace Des  

First Anniversary

ANTOINETTE MCDONALD
Cherrygarth, Portlaoise. Died 17th October 2024.

The family of the late Antoinette McDonald lovingly  
remember her on her First Anniversary.

An Anniversary Mass for Antoinette will be celebrated in 
Saint Peter and Paul’s Parish Church on Saturday, 25th 

October at 6.30pm.
Those we love don’t go away, 

They walk beside us every day.
Always loved and sadly missed by her 

husband PJ, her children Keith, Evan, 
Andrea, and Leon, her cherished grand-
children Kolia, Kaja, Ally, Cian, and 

Conor, and her beloved dog Lenny, along 
with extended family and friends.

May her gentle soul Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

FRANCES COOKE
12 Fielbrook & formerly of Rathevan, Portlaoise.
13th Anniversary occurred 16th October 2025.

 Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church 
Saturday 18th October at 6.30pm.

It’s been a lonely time without you, 
And nothing is the same, 

All we have are memories and your 
picture in a frame, 

We travel to your resting place, 
And flowers we place with care, 

But no-one knows the heartache,
As we turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed by your loving daughter Margaret, 
son-in-law Ger, grandsons Edward & Gearóid, 

Katie & Rachel & great-grandchildren Madison, 
Ailbhe, Autumn & Kalum.

May Frances Rest in Peace 



In Loving Memory of

CLAIRE TAYLOR
Pallas, Portlaoise.

Happy Heavenly 28th Birthday on 
the 26th October 2025.
Always in our hearts.  

Rest in Peace Claire
In Loving Memory of

JOSEPH MCENERY 
 Ballyroan.

10th Anniversary -19th October 2025.
Will those who think of Joseph 

today, a little prayer to Jesus say. 

Rest in Peace Joseph
In Loving Memory of

CARMEL MCENERY
2nd Anniversary – 25th October 2025.

Will those who think of Carmel 
today, a little prayer to Jesus say. 

Rest in Peace Carmel

In Loving Memory of 
A Cherished Father, Grandfather, 
Great-Grandfather and Brother.

JOSEPH PAISLEY 
9th Anniversary occurs 20th October 2025.

Life is a beautiful memory,
Death is a silent grief,

You sleep now in  
God’s beautiful garden,

in sunshine and perfect peace.
We miss you oh so very much,
But trust that God knew best,

He let us have you for many years,
and then gently let you rest.

We will love and miss you always –
From all your loving family.

Also remembering at this time, Joseph’s wife Kathleen, 
brother-in-law Bill Doyle, nephew Gerard Brennan,  

all deceased members of the Paisley & Doyle families.

Will those who think of them today, 
A little prayer to Jesus say.

May They Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

JOSIE McGILL
Clonboyne, Portlaoise.

1st Anniversary occurs on the 26th October 
2025. Josie’s Anniversary Mass will be 

celebrated in St. Fintan’s Church, Ballyfin 
on Sunday 26th October at 10am.

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs. 

Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind. 

Loved and sadly missed by her loving husband Barry,  
daughter Mary and son Dermot, Daughter in law Bríd  

and grandchildren Frankie & Jodie.

Rest in Peace Josie 

In Loving Memory of

JOE DELANEY
Clonban, Mountrath. 

26th Anniversary occurs 25th October 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 
St. Brigid’s Church, Shanahoe, Sunday 

26th October at 12 noon.

Everyday in some small way, 
Memories of you come our way. 

Though absent you are always near. 
Still missed, loved, always dear.  

Loved and remembered by Tess, Brian & Sinéad,
extended family and friends.  

May Joe Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

MICHAEL (MICK) HOGAN
Shanahoe, Abbeyleix.

 Months Mind Mass will be held in St. 
Brigid’s Church Shanahoe on 19th 

October at 12 Noon.
We lost you, but we got to love you,

We got to be loved by you,
And even in our grief,

We will be forever grateful for that.

Deeply missed by his daughters Catherine and Christina, 
his sons Alan and Micheál, sons in law Pat and Martin, 

daughters in law Niamh and Claire. His adored 9 
grandchildren, extended family, neighbours  

and a wide circle of friends.



In Loving Memory of

CAROLINE 
MOORE 

(NÉE WHELAN)
Cois Na hAbhainn, Portlaoise. 

14th Anniversary away from home 
occurred 16th October. 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Parish Church this Saturday 18th October at 6:30pm.

Caroline
I thought of you with love today but that is nothing new, 

I thought of you yesterday and days before that too. 
I think of you in silence, I often speak your name, 

Now all I have are memories and your picture in a frame. 
Your memory is my comfort with which I shall never part, 

God has you in His kingdom now.  
But you will always be in my heart. 

Much loved and sadly missed by your mother,  
sisters and brother. 

May Caroline Rest in Peace

Acknowlegement 
In Loving Memory of

FRANCES DUFF 
(NÉE BROPHY)

Ballyknockan, Portlaoise. 

Frances’ family would like to thank most sincerely all  
who supported them on their recent loss. 

We are grateful to everyone who attended Frances’  
wake, funeral Mass and burial. 

To those who sent Mass cards, phone calls, condolences 
online. Thank you to our neighbours and friends, Park /
Ratheniska GAA for all your support and time over the 

funeral and for helping with the parking during the wake. 
We would like to thank the staff of Kilminchy Lodge 
Nursing Home who cared for Frances during the last  

three months of her life. 
Thank you to the staff of Clann Medical and Hughes 

Pharmacy who looked after Frances over the years. 
We extend our thanks to Msgr. John Byrne & Fr. Tom 

Lalor, the priests of the parish for her funeral Mass.  
Also thanks to Michelle Bartley Parish Secretary for  

her kindness and support. 
To Matthew Keegan & David Goode for their helpful 

guidance throughout this time. 
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually,  

please accept this Acknowledgement as an expression  
of our appreciation. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered for all  
who helped & supported us.

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
Remembering Frances on her 1st Birthday away from Home – 

15th October.
Will those who think of her today, 

A little prayer to Jesus say.

Deeply loved and missed by her loving family. 

Happy 1st Heavenly Birthday 
Frances

In Loving Memory of 

JOSEPH (JOE) DOOLEY
7 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.  

12th Anniversary occurs 17th October 2025.

Though you are gone from sight, 
You are always near. 

Your love still whispers soft and clear,
In every breeze, in every star,
You walk beside us never far. 

Your warmth remains, 
Your light still glows,

A guiding love forever flows.

Dearly loved and sadly missed by all his loving family.

Rest in Peace Joe 

Rest in Peace
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Portlaoise Parish Lourdes 
Pilgrimage 2026

29th June 2026 – 3rd July 2026
(4 nights / 5 days)
Full board €700p.p. sharing in Hotel Sainte Rose. 
Savings Club will commence on Thursday 30th October 
from 3-4pm in the Parish Centre for anyone wishing to 
avail of it.
BOOKINGS OPEN NOW
PLEASE CONTACT  
Seán 086-3633785 or Frances 085-8142666  
for further information.
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Christmas

MONAFERRICK, STRADBALLY, 
CO. LAOIS, R32 P382

Tickets on
Sale NOW!

12 -14  DECEMBER 2025T H T H

Santa Visit
Experience

Food &
Craft Fair

Christmas 
Concerts

Step into Christmas magic 
 Meet Santa, browse festive crafts & 

be serenaded by carols at 
The Fitz Christmas Festival 2025

For more information visit
www.FitzOfInch.com

Festival
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