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NEW MEN’S HEALTH AND FITNESS CLASS 
EVERY THURSDAY MORNING AT 10AM 

WITH CONOR HORAN.  THIS CLASS 
FOCUSES ON FITNESS, MOBILITY AND 

AGILITY FOR ALL AGES. THIS IS A LIMITED 
SPACE CLASS,  CALL OR EMAIL THE CLINIC FOR 

MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR SPACE. 
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THE PRINTER YOU NEED TO KNOW

mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
 045 433569

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11
 057 8634050

blackberryhearing.com

Service Offered

Walk-in Appointments - open 7-days Week

01 697 8470 
blackberryhearing.com

Grant of Up
to €1,000
Available

Free Hearing Tests 

Quick Tests Available - Less than 5 minutes 

Find us inside Tesco Extra, Portlaoise - Located at the back of Tesco 

100% Irish Owned Company

MSc & BSc Qualified Audiologists - Professional, friendly experts

5-Star Google Reviews  

Walk in today for your free hearing test
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Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website www.portlaoiseparish.ie

A prophet has the ability to read the signs of the times mingling the 
relevance of the Gospel, in a courageous and faith filled manner. I have 

no doubt that Ireland’s beloved Sr. Stan, fulfilled her prophetic ministry, 
fuelled with the Spirit of Jesus Christ. A fearless campaigner for those who 
found themselves on the outside. An inclusive voice that brought tolerance 
and compassion. A welcoming heart that always embraced the stranger. 
Her prophetic ministry in an institution often dominated by patriarchy 
makes it even more inspirational. In her 27 books published, her 
spirituality of hope and gratitude shared a deep empathy, that made the 
Gospel message, deeply relevant to the times we live in. Sister Stanislaus 
Kennedy throughout her more than sixty years as a Religious Sister of 
Charity, the needs of people living in poverty in Ireland was always her 
greatest concern.  Her faith led her to see, responding to the words of 
Jesus, ‘Truly I tell you, as long as you did it to one of these the least of my 
brethren, you did it to me’ (Mt 25:40), as her lifelong vocation. 

Sister Stanislaus Kennedy was, according to Charlie Haughey the most 
intransigent woman he had ever met. Then, in the late 1970s, Sr Stan 
was chair of an EU-funded National Committee on Pilot Schemes to 
Combat Poverty in Ireland. It had taken a radical approach, setting up 
rural co-operatives while supporting projects for Travellers, the disabled 
and women. Some of its members had a meeting with Haughey, then 
Minister for Health. He was not impressed and described what they were 
doing as “rubbish” and that we should “concentrate on doing meals on 
wheels and things like that”. Sr Stan interrupted him, “with respect, I 
don’t agree with you at all”. He then “lambasted us all. He insisted what 
we were doing would go nowhere and that it was Marxist”, and added 
“as for you Sr Stanislaus, you are the most intransigent woman I’ve ever 
met”.  In 2003, on being presented with yet another honorary doctorate, 
she was described as “a woman known for her directness, persistence and 
a cultivated inability to comprehend the answer No”. 

She tended to accept those views herself. In later life she agreed she could 
be difficult and stubborn because working for the poor “involves difficult 
and humiliating tasks such as going from door to door, looking for funds”. 

Her first experience of real poverty was working in Dublin’s Ringsend 
during the late 1950s while still a novice. It left a deep impression. Soon, 
she also realised “services weren’t enough; you had to have advocacy as 
well, that’s what drove me”. 

She had a deep impulse to help people in distress or despair whether 
through poverty or for spiritual reasons. Her advocacy also spurred 

her to write thousands of articles, give as many talks and to write or 
edit at least 27 books. Treasa Kennedy was the fourth in a family of five 
who lived on a small farm at Lispole near Dingle in Co. Kerry, her mother 
“from the fíor Gaeltacht – where Peig Sayers came from; her father came 
from the breac area. Both spoke beautiful Irish”. Locally, that meant being 
seen as “kind of inferior”, she said. There was “little Irish spoken in Dingle 
then and none spoken in the shops”. Speaking Irish was “proof that you 
were uneducated”. 

She was “a wild young one, into the dances and that side of life”. So, “when 
people around Dingle heard that one of Tadhg Mhuillean’s daughters was 

going into the convent, they never would have picked me out as the one”. 

One of her sisters told her about the Irish Sisters of Charity, “a friend 
of hers was joining the order. They were the people who worked with the 
poor and the homeless. That was it. I joined the nuns”. 

In 1958 she entered the novitiate at Milltown in Dublin with 100 others 
and was given the name Stanislaus. In the mid-1960s her work began in 
earnest in Kilkenny, where she was sent to assist the innovative bishop 
of Ossory Peter Birch, then setting up a pioneering community services 
project. He became her mentor, shaping her views on the marginalised. 
She believed, as did Birch, that the Catholic Church needed to “identify 
more with the poor”. This proved controversial. “I wrote a paper saying 
the church had resources and it wasn’t using them for the poor. Well, 
all hell broke loose because it was picked up by the media. People were 
furious, bishops were furious, I got a letter from Rome, in the end of it I 
was silenced. But then I rose up again and started speaking out again.” 

That she did. Later it included challenging mandatory celibacy for priests, 
supporting equality for women in the church and calling for a Yes vote in 
the 2015 referendum on same-sex marriage. I’m sure she embraced the 
radical witness of Pope Francis in his humility and desire to “build a 
church for the poor”. 

She founded and directed Kilkenny Social Services and went on to 
cofound the School of Social Education in Kilkenny, providing the first 
professional courses for residential childcare workers in Ireland. 

When Bishop Birch died suddenly in 1981, she moved to Dublin and 
studied for a degree in social science at UCD, then went on to take 
a master’s at the University of Manchester. In 1985 the European 
Commission appointed her co-ordinator of the European Rural Poverty 
Projects within the EU. In Dublin, also that year, she founded the body 
with which she is most publicly identified, Focus Ireland, the biggest 
voluntary housing organisation in the State. 

In 1998 she founded the Sanctuary, a holistic spirituality centre in 
Dublin, and in 2001 established both the Immigrant Council of Ireland, 
to promote the rights of immigrants, and Social Innovations Ireland Ltd, 
to help young people respond to the needs of 21st-century Ireland. In 
2017 she became ill, but it was 2020 before she could speak of the cancer, 
admitting she couldn’t bring herself to say the word at first. “I never 
thought I was going to die, I didn’t think about that at all. I drew on my 
faith ... that helped me.” 

As described in 2003, when being presented with an honorary doctorate 
at Maynooth University, one of at least 18 awards she was given, Sr 
Stanislaus Kennedy was “a woman of immense reputation, a servant of 
the underprivileged people of modern Ireland”.  

Sr. Stan had a deep awareness of God’s presence in her life. She was 
contemplative and nourished her soul in the silence of God’s presence.
As we continue through the month of November and live in this winter 
darkness we come to the Sabbath time of year, when nature rests. A sense 
of Sabbath, a commitment to taking time and space out of our busy lives  
and giving it to the sacred, can restore our openness to grace and make us 
alive to the miracles around us. May we all walk the pathway of kindness 
and compassion.

Sister Stanislaus Kennedy 



2 in 3
adults over 50 have high blood
pressure, but half don't know it.
Get checked, before damage is done...

FREE Blood Pressure and Pulse Checks 

Location: Portlaoise Library, 
23 Main street, Maryborough,
Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 N7EP.

Date: Monday 10th November 
Time: 11:30am - 4:15pm 

What to Expect: 

During a heart health check our expert
nurses will check your blood pressure
and pulse, and provide heart health
information and advice to help reduce
your risk of heart disease and stroke. 

Find out more on irishheart.ie

Ask the
Experts 
Your Health Questions Answered

November 10th 2025

2:00PM - 4:00PM

Portlaoise Library

Pearse Murphy Paula Murphy Shauna Williams
Principal Social Worker in

Primary Care
Senior Pharmacist, 

Frailty Team
Social Prescribing

Facilitator: Orlaith O'Reilly, Health Literacy Practitioner, LOETB

Information stands from HSE, Age Friendly and An Garda Siochana,
including crime prevention from Graham Kavanagh and Health
Screening from Irish Heart Foundation.

To Register:
Scan the QR Code or phone 057 8622333

Sharon Butler Talent Nyamakope Domhnall McGlacken Byrne
Irish Heart Foundation Health Literacy Lead, 

Adult Literacy for Life Programme 
Registrar of Public Health

Orlaith O’Reilly
Health Literacy Practitioner,

LOETB

Monsignor John Byrne presenting Liam Connell with €20,000 
who won the Parish Lotto Jackpot and Elizabeth Dowling with 

the promoters prize of €2,000.

CONGRATUALTIONS 
TO OUR PARISH 

LOTTO WINNER!

HEALTH PROGRESS OF FR. NICK HARNAN
On the evening of 24th September, as preparing for bed, I felt very 
unwell. When I say unwell, I began to feel unusual. It was about 11.00 
p.m. and I had been watching “Who wants to be a millionaire”, with 
some of my confreres. I found it very difficult to cope with my left hand 
and side. Putting on my pyjamas was extremely difficult and I toppled 
over on my left side and could not get up. My left hand was useless.

I understood I was having a stroke. I tried counting out loud but failed 
to articulate sound. I managed to crawl across my room and out to the 
corridor. I reached the adjoining room and hammered on the door. 
When my confrere appeared, I managed to croak ”Stroke”.

He managed to act instantly and managed to contact an ambulance. 
Luckily, we were very near St. Vincent’s Hospital and soon I was  being 
competently looked after by two delightful medics, who assured me 
that I was in the process of a mild stroke and that they had everything 
under control.

The emergency section of the hospital was extremely crowded and I 
had to wait many hours to get a bed in the stroke ward. Thus began the 
healing process by a wonderful team of nurses and doctors, many from 
overseas.

I am deeply grateful for the attention. I am making progress but found 
it difficult to eat  for ten days as I had difficulty swallowing, but all 
medical staff assure me I am making excellent progress. I can talk and 
eat practically normally by now.

I want to take this occasion to my community, family and friends 
and you, people of the parish for prayers and loving 
concern. As soon as I am able, hopefully very soon, I 
will make my way to Portlaoise and join you in mass 
and coffee. 

I wish to let you know, too, that my days in Sue Ryder 
Centre are over. 

My blessings and prayers with you, Fr.Nick



24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING
•	 School Cleaning,
•	 General House Cleaning,
•	 Deep Cleaning,
•	 End of Tenancy Cleaning,
•	 Offices, schools, shops, salons & more

CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	 Home improvements and repairs
•	 Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	 Fence maintenance and repair
•	 Painting inside/outside and decorating
•	 Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
•	 Furniture assembly and installation

PAINTER AVAILABLE 
Portlaoise & Surrounding 

Areas covered. 
Contact Jim:
087 6885017

PAT LALOR 
TARMACADAM

•	 Church Avenue, Stradbally
•	 Tarmacadam
•	 Kerbing
•	 Drainage
•	 Free Quotations | VAT Registered

Tel: 083 021 1577
Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbing
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

FUEL FOR SALE
CAN BE DELIVERED

PHONE:
087 7737910

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

HOME HELP 
REQUIRED 

Mountmellick Town Area 
Mon, Wed. & Fri.

11am – 3pm
Cooking & very light housework 

PH. 087-6449072

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
Free collection of all scrap metal: washing 

machines, cookers, lawnmowers, etc. 
Garden sheds cleared, fences and sewer 
issues resolved. Mini-digger and small 

tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise
TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only VHI, Aviva & 
Laya approved.

S&R SERVICE
Cleaning Services for Offices & 

Houses 
Once off or ongoing services  

Spring Cleaning  
Experienced Workers / References 

available
PH. 085-1417805

MOUNTAIN VIEW ECO 
WOOD FUELS 

Delivery Service / House Removal / 
Pick up Service

Bags of Softwood Logs - €5each
12 x 20kg bags of smokeless coal €150

PH. FINTAN 087-7645855

FATIMA 
CANDLE NOTICE 

10AM
13TH NOVEMBER

ALL ARE WELCOME

•	 Painting & 
Decorating 

•	 Kitchen Fitting
•	 Furniture 

Assembly
•	 Flooring

•	 Carpentry
•	 Tiling
•	 Bathrooms
•	 General 

Maintenance



ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
All domestic plumbing 

Oil fired central heating 
Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW 

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME 
Plumber on call for Portlaoise & surrounding areas

Fitting water softeners, showers, repairs.
Copper cylinder replacement  

Full Oil-Fired Central Heating Installed and Maintained

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

FOR SALE 
Lightweight 

CANONDALE ROAD BIKE 
Aluminium Frame 

ENQUIRIES TO 
087 9040468

FOR SALE 
3 Seater Couch,  
2 Tub Chairs &  
Footstool with storage  
€250 for all.
Curtains: 
280cm (W) x 228cm (L) -  €50 each 

PH: 085 7607019

CABINET MAKER / 
CARPENTER

For all your woodwork needs: 
Wood panelling/Doors/Skirting Boards 
Flooring/Kitchen Fitting & Respraying 

Cabinets & Wardrobes.
No job too small. 

PH. PAUL 085-7762298

PMC HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

SMALL BUILDING JOBS 
Plastering & Painting  

Gardening & Power Washing 
Also Block Work

References on Request  
& Garda Clearance 

PLEASE CALL PAT ON  
086-8405079/085-1473982

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE 
Trailor load of

Hardwood & Ash
Delivered

CALL 085-2437088

CLEANER REQUIRED 
STRADBALLY TOWN 

WEEKLY OR BIWEEKLY 

PH. 086-0890550 OR 
086-8206805

BUILDING SERVICES
Plasterer Available 

PH. 089-4567213

PART-TIME CLEANER 
Laois Education Support Centre,  

Block Rd., Portlaoise  
is looking for a part-time cleaner

(approx. 12 hours per week). 
Please send CV including details  

of two referees to 
DIRECTOR@LAOISEDCENTRE.IE

before Nov. 13th, 2025.

CARPENTER 
Over 30 yrs Experience 

Kitchens, Vanity Units, 

Panelling and much more 

CONTACT: 087-1449685

DOUBLE ROOM TO LET 
Detached House

Close to Town Centre

PH 083-466 3674

MALE CARER 
AVAILABLE

In the Portlaoise Area 
Qualified and Experienced 

Available to work longer hours
PH. 087 9277338



FUEL FOR SALE
CAN BE DELIVERED

PHONE:
087 7737910

Religious Notes
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church. 

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm 
(Adoration). 

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm. 

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations  Every Friday at 3PM in the 
Parish Church.  

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in 
prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp. For 
further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, 
talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. 
Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

THE GUILD OF ST PHILIP Portlaoise, provides a befriending service for prisoners in Portlaoise and Midlands, who have 
no family visits. This experience greatly affects their ability to adjust to life ‘outside’ as law abiding citizens. The Guild is a 
positive force in the lives of prisoners visited. If you are interested in becoming a Guild member please contact 0860462405.

ABIDE IN HIS LOVE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE NOV 21-23. The Great Northern Hotel, Bundoran Co. Donegal. 
A beautiful event for women exploring the beauty & gift of their feminine identity in Christ.  Guest Speakers include Sr. 
Mary Madeline Todd OP (USA), Megan Madden (USA/UK), Fr. Barry Braum, Fr. Mark Wharton (UK), Fr. Francesco Mary 
Gavazzi, CFR, the Nashville Dominican sisters, & Mass with Archbishop Eamon Martin. Check Eventbrite for tickets & 
more info.  

EMMANUEL HOUSE CLONFERT Day of Prayer for Holy Souls in Purgatory led by Eddie Stone & Team – Sun. Nov. 9th 
11am. Please bring a packed lunch.

THE ANNUAL PRAYER SERVICE to remember deceased staff and members of Laois County Council will be held on 
Tuesday 18th November 2025 in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Portlaoise at 6pm. Light refreshments will be served 
afterwards.  Please note that people of all faiths are welcome to attend to remember our colleagues and friends. 

VICARSTOWN CHURCH COMMUNITY Concert Fri. 14th Nov. 8pm in the Church of the Assumption, Vicarstown. 
Featuring: Vicarstown Ukelele Group, Stradbally Community Choir, Buggy School of Dancing, Timahoe Men’s Choir.  
Tickets €20 available at the Parish Office.  

MISSING - HAVE YOU SEEN THIS DOG? 

 

Beloved family pet Pixie. Missing from Marian 
Avenue Abbeyleix Rd, Portlaoise since 31st 

October. If you have seen this dog or have any 
info, please call 087 9121942 



Community Notices
RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER  
Top score: Terry Dunne, 1st Lady: Margaret Flanagan, 2nd Lady: Frances Dunne, 1st Gent: Frank Keenan, 2nd Gent: 
Liam McCarthney, 1st Half: Molly O’Brien, 2nd Half: Sheila Duff. Raffle: 1st Frances Dunne, 2nd Tom Kearns, 3rd 
Margaret Flanagan, 4th Billy Jackson. Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the 
Parish Centre, new members always welcome, lessons available if required.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS For family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-anon 
meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

LAOIS COUNTY BRIDGE CLUB, PORTLAOISE  Morning bridge every Wednesday morning at 10.15am in 
Portlaoise Enterprise Centre. Beginners are welcome and lessons given to improve your skills. Contact William on 087-
0929898. 	

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Monday 10th Nov. Bowls in St. Mary’s Hall from 2-4pm. Tues. 11th. Nov. Portlaoise Lunch Club 
- St Mary’s Hall. From 12.30- 3.30.  Wednesday 12th. Nov. NO CLUB - Thursday 13TH NOV. in Sue Ryder Kilminchy 
cards and chat from 3pm. Ph. Maria at 087 9187157.

LINE DANCING FREE, FESTIVE, FUN continues each Monday 11a.m.St.Mary’s Bingo Hall, Dublin Rd.Portlaoise. All 
welcome. Maureen Culleton 0876482038 or Catriona @Laois Sports Partnership.

LAOIS TRADITIONAL SINGERS’ CIRCLE: First Thursday of every month. Next session 6 November 2025. 9pm 
Humes’ Bar Portlaoise. Folk songs, sean nós, ballads, stories and recitations welcome. contact Niall 087231093.

LAOIS MACRA COUNTRY MUSIC NIGHT Featuring Colin Kenny and Alistair Fingleton Castle Arms Hotel, Durrow. 
Saturday 8th Nov. at 8.00 p.m. Admission €15 on the door or ph.  086 379 2158.  Purchase your ticket before 1st Nov. to be 
in with a chance to win a prize (price of your ticket back!).

CMAI CONFERENCE: The Catholic Medical Association of Ireland (formerly known as the Irish Catholic Doctors 
Learning Network) will hold its annual Conference in the St Charles Centre, Mount Argus, Dublin 6W, on Saturday, 22nd 
November 2025, from 9.00am to 4.00 pm. The theme of the Conference is “Medicine as a Beacon of Hope in a changing 
World”. The Conference Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Kevin Doran. For more information, email icdln@eircom.net.

EMO ART AND CRAFT FAIR is on Sunday 9th November from 11.30 to 5.00 in Emo Community Centre call and visit.

LAOIS TRADITIONAL SINGERS’ CIRCLE First Thursday of every month. Next session 4 December 2025 . 9pm 
Humes’ Bar Portlaoise. Folk songs, sean nós, ballads, stories and recitations welcome. contact Niall 0872313093

NIGHT VIGIL TO KNOCK – Sunday 7th December leaving Lester Square at 7.30pm. All seats  - 25 euro -  must be paid 
for at time of booking and will be non-refundable. Contact Maura 087-1210263 or Helena Corbett 087-9611331.

SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA: Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline 
poles, rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.

RETIRED HSE STAFF: Annual Mass in St. Vincent’s Hospital Church, Mountmellick, Tues. 11th Nov. at 2.30pm.  
All retired staff welcome. 

THE ANNUAL MASS for deceased staff members of Avonmore, Glanbia, and Tírlan will be held on Thursday 13th 
November at 7.30 pm in St. Canice’s Church, Kilkenny.

MISSING DOG Pixie missing from the Marian Avenue / Abbeyleix Road area in Portlaoise on 31st October.  
Ph. 087-9121942

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 11th October 2025. St. Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 49 numbers €2,130. 
Double number € 1,790. Lotto € 900. Bonus Ball €750

BOOK OF REFLECTIONS & SONGS By JAMES YORK. For sale in the Parish Centre & Shop.

Helping Local Brands  Make a Big Impact - Advertise with Link Up today! 
Contact: 057 8692154







Does this sound like you?

For more information or to become a volunteer driver, scan
the QR code or contact Monica at volunteer@irishcancer.ie

The Irish Cancer Society’s Transport Service
are seeking compassionate volunteer drivers
in your community.

Why Volunteer?
Your time can help to continue the vital service of
providing transport for patients attending cancer
treatment appointments. Your generosity can
ease the journey for many during a challenging
time, offering comfort and support when it's
needed resulting in a hugely rewarding volunteer
experience for you.

What is required?
If you have a minimum of 2 days per month to
spare, a valid driving license, and a safe, reliable
vehicle, you're the perfect candidate to make a
significant difference. Full training will be
provided. 

I absolutely love volunteer
driving – meeting new people
all the time, having a chat and
helping ease their burden at

the same time is a great
feeling - Pauline

2.9% APR* | €1500 TRADE UP BONUS  | 5 YEAR WARRANTY

TRADE UP WITH OPEL

 

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your hire purchase agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating,  which may limit 
your  ability   to access credit, a hire purchase agreement, a consumer hire agreement or a BNPL agreement in the future.

Warning: You may have to pay charges if you pay off a hire purchase agreement early.

Finance Example: Opel Frontera SC 1.2 100hp: Retail Price† €28,745. Customer Deposit / Trade In €9,793. Finance Amount €18,952. 36 monthly payments of €219. Total Cost of Credit €1,292, including Doc fee of €63.49. GMFV†† 

(Optional Final Payment) €12,360 Fixed APR 2.9%* (Annual Percentage Rate) as at 07/10/2025. 

†Includes delivery & related charges. Model is shown for illustrative purposes only. ††The Guaranteed Minimum Future Value (GMFV) is payable if you renew or retain the vehicle at the end of the agreement. Further charges 

may be applied by your Opel Dealer subject to kilometre limits/ condition of the vehicle. *Lending criteria and conditions apply (Over 18s only). APR is inclusive of a documentation fee of €63.49. To qualify for this Finance Offer, 

a minimum deposit of 10% is required. Rate quoted is correct as at 07/10/2025 and is subject to change. Offer available on all new Opel Frontera passenger cars registered from 07/10/2025 until 31/01/2026 at participating Opel 

dealers. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c, trading as AIB Finance & Leasing, provides Asset Finance by way of Hire Purchase. Ownership remains with Allied Irish Bank until the optional final payment is made. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c. trading 

as AIB Finance & Leasing is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

CUMMINS MOTOR GROUP, TIMAHOE RD, PORTLAOISE. T: 057 868 8470 W: CUMMINSMOTORGROUP.IE



2.9% APR* | €1500 TRADE UP BONUS  | 5 YEAR WARRANTY

TRADE UP WITH OPEL

 

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your hire purchase agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating,  which may limit 
your  ability   to access credit, a hire purchase agreement, a consumer hire agreement or a BNPL agreement in the future.

Warning: You may have to pay charges if you pay off a hire purchase agreement early.

Finance Example: Opel Frontera SC 1.2 100hp: Retail Price† €28,745. Customer Deposit / Trade In €9,793. Finance Amount €18,952. 36 monthly payments of €219. Total Cost of Credit €1,292, including Doc fee of €63.49. GMFV†† 

(Optional Final Payment) €12,360 Fixed APR 2.9%* (Annual Percentage Rate) as at 07/10/2025. 

†Includes delivery & related charges. Model is shown for illustrative purposes only. ††The Guaranteed Minimum Future Value (GMFV) is payable if you renew or retain the vehicle at the end of the agreement. Further charges 

may be applied by your Opel Dealer subject to kilometre limits/ condition of the vehicle. *Lending criteria and conditions apply (Over 18s only). APR is inclusive of a documentation fee of €63.49. To qualify for this Finance Offer, 

a minimum deposit of 10% is required. Rate quoted is correct as at 07/10/2025 and is subject to change. Offer available on all new Opel Frontera passenger cars registered from 07/10/2025 until 31/01/2026 at participating Opel 

dealers. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c, trading as AIB Finance & Leasing, provides Asset Finance by way of Hire Purchase. Ownership remains with Allied Irish Bank until the optional final payment is made. Allied Irish Banks, p.l.c. trading 

as AIB Finance & Leasing is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

CUMMINS MOTOR GROUP, TIMAHOE RD, PORTLAOISE. T: 057 868 8470 W: CUMMINSMOTORGROUP.IE



Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

May They Rest In Peace May They Rest In Peace 
Our Sympathies Are With Their FamiliesOur Sympathies Are With Their Families

In Loving Memory of 

TONY 
PHELAN 

Santa Maria, New Rd., 
Portlaoise.

10th Anniversary occurs 
12th November 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish 
Church Sunday 16th November at 12.30pm.

In Memory of Mum & Dad
I look back in fondness everyday

At the joyful times we had
No one could wish for such a perfect pair

As my special Mum and Dad.
I am grateful for your love,

And I know that you watch over me
From the heavens up above.

Although you’re missed so dearly
And so many tears we’ve cried,

It is so sweet and fitting, 
That you sleep softly side by side. 

You shared your love, you shared your life,
Many precious times together

Now you will spend eternity hand in hand forever.
Sadly missed by; Zelie, Ger, Ray, Bosco and Brigid, sons-in-law, 

daughters-in-law and your fourteen grandchildren. Lots of love xxx 

May Tony Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

KATIE GING
And her daughters

KATHLEEN O’ REILLY & 
MARY NOLAN

Also her son 

JOHN JOE GING
And also remembering

MARGARET GING
on her 6th Birthday away from Home.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Parish Church, this Sunday 9th November at 11.15am.   

Will those who think of them today, 
A little prayer to Jesus say. 

Sadly missed and always remembered by their  
loving families.

May They Rest in Peace

Donal Bracken 
Abbeyleix Rd, Portlaoise

Patricia (Trish) Whelan
Derrycappagh House, 

Mountmellick / Clonkeen, 
Portlaoise 

Edward Haslam
Dysart, Portlaoise 

John Byrne
Shannon, Co. Clare / 
Clonkeen Portlaoise 

Christmas  Memorials
The Link Up office is currently taking bookings 
for Christmas Memorials
N.B. PLEASE NOTE:
As the Link Up is now collated externally
ALL MEMORIALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
5PM THURSDAY DECEMBER 11TH
for inclusion in the Christmas edition of the Link Up 
 (December 21st), this will be the last Link Up of 2025.
The First Link Up of 2026 will be Sunday January 11th.
Thank you for your support and co-operation.

James (Jimmy) McCormack
St. Martin’s, Borris Little, Portlaoise



In Loving Memory of 

DANNY O’ 
CONNELL 

The Rock of Dunamaise,  
14th Anniversary occurred 6th 

November 2025.

14th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & 
Paul’s Parish Church Saturday, 8th November at 6.30pm.

Sadly missed along life’s way,  
Quietly remembered every day, 
No longer in our lives to share,  

But in our hearts you’re always there. 
Sadly missed by his loving wife Mary and all his family, 

extended family and friends. 

May Danny Rest in Peace

12th Anniversary of my Grandson 

SHANE FINAN 
10 New Row, Green Rd. Portlaoise 

and also Canices Terrace,  
Borris in Ossory.

Shane’s 12th Anniversary Mass will be 
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish 
Church, on Saturday 8th November 

at 6.30pm.
We think of you in silence, we often speak your name, 

But all we have are memories, and your picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit and put flowers there with care,

But no-one knows the heartache as we turn and leave you there.
Sadly missed by your Nana Mary and Brian,  
Louise, Jake, Steven, Shirley, John & Conor. 

May Shane Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

CAROLINE 
(CARRIE) HIGGINS 

Rossleighan, Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs 10th 

November 2025.
Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 

Parish Church, Saturday 8th November at 
6.30pm.

When God was making mothers, He must have made a fuss, 
He spent a lot of time on one and gave that one to us. 

Of all the gifts in life, however great or small,
To have you as our Mother was the greatest gift of all,
Because you were so special, no words could ever say 

How much we love and miss you, today and every day.
Loved and missed always by your loving Family.

May Caroline Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of our dear Father and Husband

DANIEL (DAN) 
NORTON 

Sheffield Ave. Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs  
5th November 2025. 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. 
Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on Saturday 

8th November at 6:30pm.
Those we love don’t go away, 

They walk beside us every day,
Each of us in our own way,

Have special thoughts of you today.
Sadly missed and always remembered by his loving wife Margaret, 

daughters, sons, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, grandchildren  
and great-grandchildren. 

May Dan Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

CARMEL KEALEY 
Sheffield, Portlaoise. 

10th Anniversary occurred 4th 
November 2025.

  Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. 
Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this  

Sunday 9th November at 11:15am. 

When we leave someone we love  
We must learn not to live without them 

But to live with the love they left behind.

Sadly missed by your loving children Pauline, Carmel, 
Francis and Breda, grandchildren, extended family  

and friends.
Also remembering her dear husband Frankie at this time. 

May Carmel Rest in Peace 

In Loving Memory of 

EILISH HEARNS
Colt, Ballyroan.  

8th Anniversary occurs 17th 
November 2025. 

Anniversary Mass for Eilish, her son-in-
law John & John’s mother Lily Mulhall, 
and the deceased members of the Hearns 
and Delaney families will be celebrated in 
St. Fintan’s Church Raheen, on Saturday 

15th November at 7pm.  
Those we love don’t go away, 

They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard but always near,

Still loved, still missed and forever dear.
Sadly missed, loved and remembered by  

all her loving family and friends. 

Rest in Peace Eilish



In Loving Memory of 

CATHERINE 
TYNAN

10th Anniversary occurs 
12th November 2025.

Nothing Gold Can Stay
Poem by Robert Frost

Nature’s first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf ’s a flower;

But only so an hour.
Then leaf subsides to leaf.

So Eden sank to grief,
So dawn goes down to day.

Nothing gold can stay.
We miss you every day.  

Remembered and loved by her Husband,  
5 children, grandchildren,​​ family and friends. 

Rest in Peace Catherine

In Loving Memory of 

DENIS KAVANAGH
Pallas Little, Portlaoise. 
3rd Anniversary occurs  
11th November 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on  
Saturday 15th November at 6.30pm.

Will those who think of Denis today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.  

Sadly missed by all his loving family and friends.  

Rest in Peace Denis

In Loving Memory of 

GERARD (GERRY) GORMAN 
11 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise. 

11th Anniversary 6th November, 2025.
He saw the road was getting rough
And the hills were hard to climb,
So he closed your weary eyelids

And whispered “Peace be Thine”   
Sadly missed by your loving family  

and extended family. 

May Gerard Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

VIOLET & PETER 
MCNULTY 

Summerhill Lane, Portlaoise.
10th & 15th Anniversaries  

occur at this time.
Deep in our hearts you will always stay, 

Loved and remembered every day.
Their spirits live on.    

Missed by all their family and friends.

May Violet & Peter  
Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

TOMMY SKELLY
St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise. 

3rd Anniversary occurs 12th November 2025.
Every day in some small way, 

Memories of you come our way, 
Though absent you are always near, 
Still loved, missed and forever dear.

Loved and remembered by your loving 
wife Laura and family.

Rest in Peace Tommy 

In Loving Memory of 

FR. GREGORY BROPHY 
21st Anniversary occurs  
Sunday 9th November. 

“For this God is our God 
forever and ever; 

He will be our guide 
even to the end” 

May he Rest in Peace 

In Loving Memory of 

KATHLEEN O’ REILLY 
28th Anniversary - Died 12/11/1997

A sudden call from God on High,  
We had no chance to say goodbye,
Without farewell, you fell asleep,

But memories of you we will always keep.

Sadly missed by your loving husband 
James, son James, daughters Catriona, 
Anita and Louise, daughters-in-law, 

sons-in-law and grandchildren. 

May Kathleen Rest in Peace 



In Loving Memory of 

MARGARET 
(PEGGY) CONROY 

Glenlahan, Portlaoise.
Whose 1st Anniversary occurs  

10th November 2025.

Anniversary Mass in St. Peter & Paul’s Church on  
Saturday 8th November at 6.30pm.

Those we love don’t go away, 
They walk beside us every day,

Each of us in our own way, 
Have special thoughts of you today.

Loving and remembering you always, Joe, Dean,  
Lorraine, Christian, Mary, Eva and Gavin.

Rest in Peace Peggy

In Loving Memory of 

PATRICK (PADDY) 
REDDIN 

4 Dr. Murphy Place. 13th Anniversary 
occurs 14th November.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in  
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on 

Saturday 15th November at 6.30pm.
Your smile was made of sunshine,

Your heart was made of gold, 
We thank you for the love you gave,

And the memories that we hold.
No matter how we spend our days, no matter what we do,

No morning dawns, no evening falls,
Without a thought of you. 

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by all his loving family.

May Patrick Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

HELENA 
HAJDUKIEWICZ 

Whose 1st anniversary  
occurs at this time.

A mother’s love never fades away,  
Even in heaven, it stays.

Though you’re no longer here with me, 
Your love and memory set me free. 
In heaven’s garden, you now reside, 

Watching over me with a loving pride. 
I’ll always miss you, but know it’s true, 
A piece of my soul still lives with you.

Loved and missed by your son Andrzej, Daughter-in-law  
Winnie and Grandchildren David, Michael, Juliet.

In Loving Memory of

NICOLA DOLLARD 
(NÉE KELLY)

Rathevan View and late of  
Hawthorn Drive. 

6th Anniversary occurs  
9th November 2025.

It’s lonely here without you, 
We miss you more each day, 

For life is not the same to us, since you were called away.
Your resting place we visit,

And flowers we place with care,
But no one knows our heartache,
As we turn and leave you there. 

Deeply loved, sadly missed and always remembered by her 
husband Damien, son Andrew, parents Gerard and Carmel,  
sister Michelle, brother John, nieces Chloe, Rebecca, Sophie  

and Grace, extended family and friends.

Rest in Peace Nicola

In Loving Memory of 

GRETTA KELLY 
Kellbyrne House, Rathevan, Portlaoise. 

12th Anniversary occurs 8th 
November 2025. 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 
Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, this 

Sunday 9th November at 11.15am.

If we could visit heaven, on this our saddest day,  
maybe for a moment our pain would go away.

We’d put our arms around you and whisper words so true,
that living life without you is so very hard to do.

We cannot bring the old days back when we were all together,
but loving thoughts and memories will stay with us forever. 

Loved and remembered always by Christy, Adrian & Rebecca. 

Rest in Peace Gretta

In Loving Memory of 

EILEEN RYAN 
12 Ridge Road, Portlaoise. 

14th Anniversary occurs 13th 
November 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in                  
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on 
Thursday 13th November at 10am. 

May the winds of love blow softly
And whisper in your ear 

We love and miss you Mam
And wish that you were here. 

Loved and missed always Mam.

May Eileen Rest in Peace 



In Loving Memory of 

MARY NOLAN
28th Anniversary - Died 14/11/1997

  She has gone no further  
from us than to God,  
and God is very near.

Sadly missed by her husband  
Michael and family. 

May Mary Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

JOHN CAMPION
Ballycarnan, Portlaoise.

11th Anniversary – 13th November 2025. 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish 

Church, at 10am, Thursday 13th 
November.

Rest in Peace John

Acknowledgement & Month’s Mind
In Loving Memory of 

ENDA DUNNE 
Trumera, Mountrath / Portlaoise

Whose Months Mind occurs
Mass will be celebrated on Saturday 15th November 

at 6.30pm in Sts Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, 
Portlaoise.

The family of the late Enda Dunne, his wife Nicola, 
children Michael & Emily, brothers Joe & Paul would 

like to express our sincere appreciation to all our relatives, 
neighbours, friends and work colleagues for the immense 

support given to us following our recent loss. Thank you to 
those who visited, sent Mass cards and many messages of 

condolences. 

Our heartfelt gratitude to the Emergency Services, Ned & 
Darren, and his friends for taking care of Enda.  

Thank you to Mountrath Community School for the 
fantastic care and support given to Michael & Emily and 

their young cousins. 

To Father Petru for his continued support and the beautiful 
Funeral Mass he celebrated for Enda with the Priests of the 

Parish.

To Sarah who sang so beautifully at the Mass.

Thank you to Raheen, Ballyfin & Castletown Vintage Clubs 
and Enda’s work colleagues from Portlaoise Mail Centre for 

their guards of honour to Enda’s final resting place.

Thank you to Keegan’s Funeral Directors, Matthew & 
David, for their guidance, compassion and professionalism 

at this very difficult time. 

Also thank you to the grave diggers for preparing Enda’s 
final resting place.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, 
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of or 

sincere gratitude and appreciation.

Rest in Peace Enda
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Christmas 
Cards
Designed by the 
Cuisle Centre 
Art Group
1 Pack    €7.00
3 Packs €20.00
(8 Cards Per Pack)

The Cuisle Cancer Support 
Centre provides information & 
support to people diagnosed 
with cancer, their families, and 
carers.

All our services are provided 
free of charge.

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre
Block Road, Portlaoise, 
Co. Laois, R32Y8P2 
Tel: 057 868 1492





Christmas

MONAFERRICK, STRADBALLY, 
CO. LAOIS, R32 P382

Tickets on
Sale NOW!

12 -14  DECEMBER 2025T H T H

Santa Visit
Experience

Food &
Craft Fair

Christmas 
Concerts

Step into Christmas magic 
 Meet Santa, browse festive crafts & 

be serenaded by carols at 
The Fitz Christmas Festival 2025

For more information visit
www.FitzOfInch.com

Festival

Mochua Print & Design | 057 8634050 | www.mochuaprint.ie


