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Visit dunamaise.ie or call 057 8663355 

17th-24th January 2026
Tickets €24/ 18

Group bookings for minimum of 10 people
at €19 for Tues/ Wed

Director, Richard Mansworth | Musical Director, Sarah Troy | Choreographer, Lea Caroll 

Calling All History Lovers in Abbeyleix, Ballinakill & Ballyroan! 

In 2026, we’re bringing our three communities together to form 
a brandnew Historical Society—an open, welcoming group for 

anyone with an interest in local stories, old photographs, family 
histories, archaeology, heritage buildings, or simply a love of 

where we come from. Thanks to the Abbeyleix Men’s Shed, we 
already have a home in St. Columbanus Hall, complete with a 

warm kettle and a warm welcome. This new society will be open 
to everyone—men and women from all three areas—working 
together to research, explore, preserve and celebrate the rich 

history of our towns and villages. If you’d like to learn more, help 
shape the committee, or be part of something meaningful for 2026 
and beyond, we’d love to hear from you. Our past is full of stories 

worth keeping—let’s gather them together.

Announcing our First Meeting
The first meeting will be held in the St. Columbanus Hall 
on Thursday evening the 15th of January at 7pm sharp.

Parking available at the Abbeyleix Church car park.

Abbeyleix 
St. Columbanus Historical Society

Abbeyleix, Ballinakill  & Ballyroan



OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

Our occupational therapists have
extensive clinical backgrounds
across both public and private
sectors ensuring you receive the
highest level of care.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.)

Seating Assessments

www.originaltherapies.ie

info@originaltherapies.ie

0831506755

Book your appointment today

Workplace Assessments

Handwriting Assessments

Sensory Interventions

Assistive Technology

School Visits

Specialist Foot Care Services

Tel:
085 108 8553

Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment

Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

 

 
 

 
 
Mount St Anne’s  is looking for dynamic and experienced people to join                                          
our Team at this busy Centre.   

Job Vacancies:   

Domestic Assistants                                                                                                                               
Duties include: cleaning, vacuuming, preparing bedrooms for overnight guests,                        
assisting in the Kitchen when required, etc. 

Chef  

Duties include: prepare and serve fresh food daily,  create menus, ensure the                                    
Health and Safety of the kitchen environment is maintained in line with HACCP,                                
keep accurate records within HACCP and MSA policies and handbook. Adhere to                                            
the day-to-day kitchen operations complying with policies and procedures of MSA.  
 

Please email your CV to: 

operationsmanager@mountstannes.com  
 

For information about the Centre visit our 

website:  www.mountstannes.com 

Mount St Anne’s is an equal opportunities  employer.    

MMoouunntt  SStt..  AAnnnnee’’ss  RReettrreeaatt  &&  CCoonnffeerreennccee  CCeennttrree,,                                                                                                                                                  
KKiilllleennaarrdd,,  PPoorrttaarrlliinnggttoonn,,  CCoo..  LLaaooiiss..  RR3322  WWNN5599  

Helping Local Brands  Make a Big Impact - 
Advertise with Link Up today! 

Contact: 057 8692154



Cancer 
Presentations
Are you a School, College, 
Club or Organisation?

We are now providing new 
cancer awareness talks and 
presentations where we talk 
to your group or school on the 
following:

• Creating Awareness
• Cancer Prevention
• Cancer types
• Vaccinations
• Cuisle Centre Services

Now taking booking for
February, March, April 2026
 
If you are interested in availing of 
this free service please contact: 
057 868 1492
info@cuislecancersupport.ie

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre
Block Road, Portlaoise, 

Co. Laois, R32 Y8P2





24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING
•	 School Cleaning,
•	 General House Cleaning,
•	 Deep Cleaning,
•	 End of Tenancy Cleaning,
•	 Offices, schools, shops, salons & more

CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	 Home improvements and repairs
•	 Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	 Fence maintenance and repair
•	 Painting inside/outside and decorating
•	 Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
•	 Furniture assembly and installation

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise
TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

PAT LALOR 
TARMACADAM

•	 Church Avenue, Stradbally
•	 Tarmacadam
•	 Kerbing
•	 Drainage
•	 Free Quotations | VAT Registered

Tel: 083 021 1577
Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbing
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

FUEL FOR SALE
CAN BE DELIVERED

PHONE:
087 7737910

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE 
Trailor load of
Hardwood Ash

Delivered

CALL 085-2437088

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
Free collection of all scrap metal: washing 

machines, cookers, lawnmowers, etc. 
Garden sheds cleared, fences and sewer 
issues resolved. Mini-digger and small 

tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

S&R SERVICE
Cleaning Services for Offices & 

Houses 
Once off or ongoing services  

Spring Cleaning  
Experienced Workers / References 

available
PH. 085-1417805

MOUNTAIN VIEW ECO 
WOOD FUELS 

Delivery Service / House Removal / 
Pick up Service

Bags of Softwood Logs - €5each
12 x 20kg bags of smokeless coal €150

PH. FINTAN 087-7645855

•	 Painting & 
Decorating 

•	 Kitchen Fitting
•	 Furniture 

Assembly
•	 Flooring

•	 Carpentry
•	 Tiling
•	 Bathrooms
•	 General 

Maintenance



ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
All domestic plumbing 

Oil fired central heating 
Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW 

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME 
Plumber on call for  

Portlaoise & surrounding areas
Fitting water softeners, showers, repairs.

Copper cylinder replacement  
Full Oil-Fired Central Heating  

Installed & Maintained
CONTACT FERGUS 089 454 1868

CARPENTER 
Over 30 yrs Experience 

Kitchens, Vanity Units, 

Panelling and much more 

CONTACT: 087-1449685
PMC HOME 

IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

HAND-CRAFTED FURNITURE 
Great Prices, All crafted to your design
Dressers, Corner Units, 
Bedside Lockers
Log boxes on castors

CONTACT  
EUGENE HENNESSY
Ballyboden, Ballacolla, Co. Laois
087-7528347

THE FATIMA CANDLE 
will be lit  at 10am Mass

 in the Parish Church  
TUESDAY 13TH JANUARY

in honour of Our Lady of Fatima and 
for the intentions of all parishioners.

Rosary will be prayed at the Grotto at 
8pm.

DJC COMPOSITE DOORS 
Supply and install all new 

composite doors.
Design your own door from home 

using the palladio door builder. 
Doors to suit every home. 

CALL DAVE ON 0868209640  
TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

SMALL BUILDING JOBS 
Plastering & Painting  

Gardening & Power Washing 
Also Block Work. 

References on Request & Garda 
Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON 
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

GARDEN SERVICES
Hedge trimming, tree pruning, garden 

tidy ups, fallen trees cut up, green 
waste removal, spraying etc. tree and 

hedge planting. 

TEXT OR RING
RICHARD 087 9828558

HOFMEISTER TILING 
Tiling Services 
Bathroom Renovations 
Timber Flooring 
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
CONTACT 
085 7286698



CALL IN STORE TO SEE OUR NEW PELLET STOVE SHOWROOM

SOFTWOOD LOGS

5 FOR
€22.00

HARDWOOD 
HEAT LOGS
10Kg

€6.99
EACH OR

5 FOR
€30.00

€10.00
OR

€1.49
EACH

HARDWOOD LOGS

5 FOR
€28.00

XL

Laois Sawmills Ltd. Ballymacken, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 C7H2
T: 057 8621075 | 057 8622892  E: shop@laoissawmills.ie

LARGE KINDLING

4 FOR
€12.00WOW

3 BAGS FOR
€40.00

20Kg COAL

SUITABLE FOR 
OPEN FIRES & STOVES

GREEN WOOD PELLETS

CALL
057 8621075

FOR PRICING

 OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 TO 5.30
FOLLOW US:         Laois Garden World  |            laois_garden_world

10Pk FIRELOGS

 NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 
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Community Notices
RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 23RD DECEMBER 
Top score: Theresa Mulhare. 1st Lady: Betty O’Neill. 2nd Lady: Ties; Margaret Flanagan & Catherine Galvin. 1st Gent: 
Frank Keenan. 2nd Gent: Liz Cooper. 1st Half: Mary Malone. 2nd Half: Tom Kearns. Raffle: 1st B Kennedy, 2nd A 
Pearson, 3rd M Gowing, 4th C Fitzpatrick, 5th L. Cooper 6th B Murphy 7th S Chester, 8th B Jackson, 9th L Kavanagh. 
Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new members always 
welcome, lessons available if required.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS For family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-anon 
meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

LAOIS COUNTY BRIDGE CLUB, PORTLAOISE  Morning bridge every Wednesday morning at 10.15am in Portlaoise 
Enterprise Centre. Beginners are welcome and lessons given to improve your skills. Contact William on 087-0929898.

CHESS GAMES FOR ADULTS in Portlaoise in Kavanagh bar every two weeks. More information about our chess club: 
https://www.meetup.com/social-chess-club-in-portlaoise/

ACTIVE RETIREMEMT Monday 12th January Bowls in St Mary’s Hall from 2-4pm. Wednesday 14th Chair Yoga with 
Tara from 3pm in Parish Centre. Thursday 15th in Sue Ryder Centre Kilminchy - cards and chat from 3pm new members 
welcome to any/all events. Tuition given. For further information contact Maria at 0879187157. 

PANTO PRODUCTION “Goldilocks and the 3 Beours” Dunamaise Theatre Sat. 17th to 24th January. Tickets on sale at 
the Theatre. An ideal Christmas gift! 

GRAIGUECULLEN Bingo Tuesday 13th January 2026. St. Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 48 numbers €3300. Double 
number €460. Lotto €1400. Bonus Ball €700.

SOCIAL DANCING Come join us for 6 weeks of Social Sequence Dancing at Seanchistin, Ballyfin, R32X5D6 commencing 
Monday Jan.12th at 11a.m. Waltz, quickstep, foxtrot, jive, tango etc. supported by Laois Sports Partnership...total cost 20 
euro...contact Maureen 0876482038 or cslattery@laoissports.ie. All are welcome.

PORTLAOISE & DISTRICT PLOUGHING ASSOCIATION TABLE QUIZ Deadman’s Inn Saturday Night 17th 
January 2026  @ 8.00pm Table of 4 €40. Great Prizes: Fun for all the family. Please Support.

PARKINSONS BOXERCISE Last year a group of people with parkinson got together to partake in an exercise workout 
in the Portlaoise Boxing Club facilities under the guidance of Pa Ryan, to be named Boxercise in the Portlaoise Boxing Club 
facilities under the guidance of Pa Ryan this workout takes place every Saturday morning between 10.00am, and 11.30am 
if you have been recently diagnosed or already have Parkinson this could be of great benefit to your wellbeing as people with 
Parkinson only know too well that movement is all so important to slow the progression of this disease, Currently  we have 
12 people taking part if you think this is of benefit to you come along any Saturday and look and see what takes place, at 
the moment some of our clients travel as far as Kildare, Wicklow and  Kilkenny, look forward to seeing new faces for 2026 
eircode 32K7TX for more information ring 087 2776450.

Religious Notes
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church. 

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm (Adoration). 

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm. 

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations  Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish 
Church.  

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in prayer and 
service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp. For further details, 
please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, talks, and 
interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual 
nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES - accompanied by a Spiritual Director – 24th to 28th August 2026. €700 pp 
sharing. €200 deposit secures your place – paid before Dec. 31st 2025. Savings Club available to pay your balance. 4 nights in hotel Agena.  
All flights/transfers/meals included. Fully escorted pilgrimage.  Contact: Mary 085-2829231 or John 087-1254841.

DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE RDS 21st February 2026. Day return from Portlaoise to Dublin by bus. Cost €70 includes bus and 
entry ticket. Contact via Whatsapp only Karen 087-4160385 or Séamus 087-2752578. Deposit of €40 secures your place. 







WISHING EVERYONE A
HAPPY AND HEALTHY

2026

Cllr. Tommy Mulligan M.C.C Non Party
087 995 4785
tmulligan@laoiscouncillors.ie

YOUR INDEPENDENT FOR
PORTLAOISE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

CLLR. TOMMY
MULLIGAN



Four students from Dunamase College have 
qualified for the prestigious STRIPE Young 
Scientist Exhibition, which will take place in the 
RDS, Dublin, from January 7th to 10th.
In a remarkable achievement, this is only the 
second year Dunamase College has entered 
the competition, yet students have already 
progressed to the national stage, reflecting the 
school’s rapidly developing culture of scientific 
inquiry and innovation.

Three Transition Year students, Melissa Barcoe, 
Leo Bennett and Cian Bonnie, will present 
a project investigating whether the mineral 
content of mains and well water affects taste 
to such an extent that families spend between 
€800 and €3,000 annually on bottled water. 
Their research explores the relationship 
between water quality, taste perception and 
consumer behaviour, raising important 
economic and environmental considerations.

Fifth-year student Angela Babikanga has 
also been selected for the exhibition with 
her project examining the mentality behind 
overconsumption among young people, which 
will be showcased and judged at the RDS this 
January.

Teachers Aisling McAuley and Grace Fanning 
praised the students for the exceptionally high 
standard of their work, noting that the success 
of these projects in only the school’s second 
year entering the competition is a testament 
to the students’ commitment, curiosity and 
scientific thinking.

This achievement further strengthens 
Dunamase College’s reputation as a school 
with a strong STEAM focus, building on recent 

successes as winners of the LOETB STEAM 
Competition for innovative work in Minecraft 
Education and Podcasting, as well as strong 
performances in the Laois County Council 
LEGO League Competition. These initiatives, 
alongside strong uptake and outcomes 
in science subjects, highlight the school’s 
commitment to excellence in science and 
future-focused education.

Speaking about the achievement, Principal 
Dympna Kelly said:
“We are incredibly proud of our students and 
staff. To reach the national stage of the STRIPE 
Young Scientist Exhibition in only our second 
year of participation is a significant milestone 
for Dunamase College. It reflects our strong 
emphasis on STEAM education, critical thinking 
and innovation, and our belief that students 
learn best when they are curious, creative and 
challenged. These successes demonstrate the 
quality of teaching and learning in science across 
the school and our commitment to excellence for 
every student.”

The STRIPE Young Scientist Exhibition is a 
highly competitive national event celebrating 
innovation and scientific inquiry among 
secondary school students across Ireland. 
The entire Dunamase College community 
has expressed immense pride in the students’ 
achievements and wishes them every success 
as they prepare to represent their school on the 
national stage.

SCIENCE SUCCESS GOES 
FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 

AT DUNAMASE COLLEGE



Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

As we begin the early pathway of a new year, wisdom suggests 
walking easy, taking each step at a time. 2026, like every new 
year, brings an invitation to begin again. The biggest challenge 
in life is to live in the present moment, to breathe in the here 
and now, to be grounded in the present reality. How many of us 
carry burdens belonging to past years? too many faces a new year 
filled with anxiety about what might happen and unfortunately 
far too few can breathe easily in the here and now. To live in the 
present moment, is both gift and blessing and perhaps the most 
challenging and beneficial resolution as we begin 2026. The great 
prayer of Saint Padre Pio very beneficial this time of year. “By 
past life I give to your mercy O Lord, tomorrow I hand into your 
Providence, today let me live in your love” 

Random Tales of Wisdom…
Sleep When the Wind Blows 
How do you handle adversity? What are you thinking when the 
sun goes down on those cold, windy nights, when you’re trying 
to get to sleep, and the wind keeps swirling and howling through 
your bedroom windows? 

Sleep Soundly When the Wind Blows 
Years ago a farmer owned land along the Atlantic seacoast. 
He constantly advertised for hired hands. Most people were 
reluctant to work on farms along the Atlantic. They dreaded the 
awful storms that raged across the Atlantic, wreaking havoc on 
the buildings and crops. 
As the farmer interviewed applicants for the job, he received a 
steady stream of refusals.  Finally, a short, thin man, well past 
middle age, approached the farmer. 
“Are you a good farm hand?” the farmer asked him. 
“Well, I can sleep when the wind blows,” answered the little man. 
Although puzzled by this answer, the farmer, desperate for help, 
hired him. 
The little man worked well around the farm, busy from dawn to 
dusk, and the farmer felt satisfied with the man’s work.  Then one 
night the wind howled loudly in from offshore. 
Jumping out of bed, the farmer grabbed a lantern and rushed 

next door to the hired hand’s sleeping quarters. 
He shook the little man and yelled, “Get up!  A storm is coming! 

Tie things down before they blow away!” 
The little man rolled over in bed and said firmly, “No sir. I told 
you, I can sleep when the wind blows.” 
Enraged by the response, the farmer was tempted to fire him on 
the spot. 
Instead, he hurried outside to prepare for the storm. To his 
amazement, he discovered that all of the haystacks had been 
covered with tarpaulins.  The cows were in the barn, the chickens 
were in the coops, and the doors were barred.  The shutters were 
tightly secured. 

Everything was tied down.  Nothing could blow away. 
The farmer then understood what his hired hand meant, so he 

returned to his bed to also sleep while the wind blew. 
Can you sleep when the wind blows?  When you’re prepared, 

spiritually, mentally, and physically,  you have nothing to fear. 

A Cat Goes To Heaven 
A cat dies and goes to Heaven. God meets him at the gate and 
says, ‘you have been a good cat all of these years. Anything you 
desire is yours, all you have to do is ask.’ The cat says, ‘Well, I 
lived all my life with a poor family on a farm and had to sleep on 
hardwood floors.’ God says, ‘Say no more.’ And instantly, a fluffy 
pillow appears. 

A few days later,6 mice are killed in a tragic accident and they 
go to Heaven. God meets them at the gate with the same offer 
that He made the cat. The mice said, ‘All our lives we’ve had to 
run. Cats, dogs and even women with brooms have chased us. If 
we could only have a pair of roller skates, we wouldn’t have to 
run anymore.’ God says, ‘Say no more.’ And instantly, each 
mouse is fitted with a beautiful pair of tiny roller skates. 

About a week later, God decides to check and see how the cat is 
doing. The cat is sound asleep on his new pillow. God gently wakes 
him and asks, ‘How are you doing? Are you happy here?’ The cat 
yawns and stretches and says, ‘OH, I’ve never been happier in my 
life. And those Meals on Wheels you’ve been sending over are the 
best! 
A prayer to help live in the present moment for 2026 
Slow Me Down Lord 
Slow me down, Lord. 
Ease the pounding of my heart by the quieting of my mind. 
Steady my hurried pace with a vision of the eternal reach of time. 
Give me, amid the confusion of the day, the calmness of the 
everlasting hills.
Break the tensions of my nerves and muscles with the soothing 
music of the singing streams that live in my memory. Help me to 
know the magical, restoring power of sleep. 
Teach me the art of taking minute vacations—of slowing down to 
look at a flower, 
to chat with a friend, 
to pat a dog, 
to read a few lines from a good book. 
Remind me each day of the fable of the hare and the tortoise, 
that I may know that the race is not always to the swift— 
that there is more to life than increasing its speed. 
Let me look upward into the branches of the towering oak 
and know that it grew great and strong because it grew slowly 
and well. 
Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me to send my roots deep into 
the soil of life’s enduring values that I may grow toward the stars 
of my greater destiny. 

Amen.

2026 A Time To Slow Down... 



Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Our depot o�ers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and 
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast e�cient service, 
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day 
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never 
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Oil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)

Contact our o�ce on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie
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Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died
May They Rest In PeaceMay They Rest In Peace

Our Sympathies Are With Their FamilieOur Sympathies Are With Their Familiess

Christy Foran
New Road, Portlaoise 

Tommy Gorman
Rathmoyle, Abbeyleix

Willie Kirwan
Raheenabrogue, 

Ballyroan

Margaret Dooley
Thornberry, Abbeyleix

Marjorie 
Fitzsimons

Ballyfin Rd. Portlaoise

Theresa Greene
Maryborough Village, 

Portlaoise

Meta Cooke
(née McEvoy)

Mosse Lane, Portlaoise

Andy Dowling
Borris Rd, Portlaoise 

Alan Byrne
 Ballyroan formerly 

Tallaght 

Senan (Sonny) 
Phelan
Ballyroan

Michael Doherty
Rathleague, Portlaoise / 
Enniskillen, Fermanagh 

Michael (Mikey) 
Devoy

Ballyruin, Ballyroan

Mary Fitzpatrick 
(née Walsh)

Crubbin, Ballyroan

Helen Casey  
(née Balfe)

Lower Main St., 
Abbeyleix

In Loving Memory of

MARY LALOR
Ballycarroll, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs  

22nd January 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the 

Church of the Assumption, The Heath, 
Sunday 11th  January at 9.30am.

“Those we love we never lose, for always they will be, 
Loved remembered, treasured, always in our memory” 

Sadly missed and always remembered by
Paddy, Patricia, Jennifer, Seamus, Carol, Padraig, 

Mary and families. 
“Our thoughts are ever with you, 

though you have passed away,
And those who have loved you dearly, 

are thinking of you today.
Your memories are so precious, your presence missed so 

much, Forever remembered and missed by all of us”. 
Also remembering Paddy’s parents Ellen & James Lalor  

whose anniversaries occured 1st and 24th January,
And Mary’s Mother Christina Lalor, Green Grove, 

Portlaoise, whose 40th Anniversary occurs 15th January.

May They All Rest in Peace



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & 
MONTHS MIND
In Loving Memory of

WILLIE KIRWAN
Raheenabrogue, Ballyroan, 

Co. Laois.

Willie’s Months Mind will be celebrated in the Church of the 
Most Holy Rosary Abbeyleix on Sunday 18th January at 11am.

The family of the late Willie Kirwan would like to express  
our sincere appreciation to everyone who supported us  

during this difficult time. 
Thank you to extended family, relatives, friends and  

neighbours for their support.
Thanks to all who expressed condolences in person, by phone, 

online, sent Mass cards and those who kept us in their  
thoughts and prayers. 

Thanks to all who attended Willie’s reception of remains  
and requiem Mass. 

We would like to express our appreciation to  
Fr. Paddy Byrne, Fr. Petru Medves and Monsignor John McEvoy 

for celebrating Willie’s funeral Mass. 
We extend our thanks to Laura and the choirs from  
Abbeyleix and Ballyroan for the beautiful music and  

the Guard of Honour for Willie. 
Thanks to the Tirlan members for their  

Guard of Honour for Willie. 
Thanks to the Kelly funeral directors for their professionalism 

and to the grave diggers for preparing Willie’s final resting place. 
A sincere word of gratitude to the staff of St James hospital who  

looked after and cared for Willie so well. 
As it is not possible to thank everyone else individually,  

please accept this acknowledgement as a sincere expression  
of our appreciation. 

The Holy Sacrament of the Mass will be offered for your 
intentions. With heartfelt thanks, the Kirwan family.

Rest in Peace William
In Loving Memory of

PATRICK (PAT) 
BOWLER

6 The Cottage, New Road, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurred 

9th January 2026. 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in  
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church this  
Sunday 11th January at 11.15am. 

Will those who think of Patrick (Pat) today, 
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed by all his loving family and friends.

Rest in Peace Patrick

In Loving Memory of

ROSANNA KERRY  
(NÉE PHILLIPS)

61 Knockmay Estate.
8th Anniversary away from home 

occurs 12th January 2026.
We think of you in silence, 
We often speak your name, 

But all we have are memories, 
And your picture in a frame. 
Your resting place we visit, 

And put flowers there with care, 
But no one knows the heartache, 
As we turn and leave you there.  

Sadly missed by your sons, daughters, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren & extended family.

May Rosanna Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of

AGNES CARROLL 
ROONEY

43 Liogard, Portlaoise.  
12th Anniversary occurs at this time.

In our Hearts Mammy
We thought of you today, but that is nothing new.

We thought about you yesterday and days before that too.
We think of you in silence, we often speak your name.

Now all we have are memories, and your picture in a frame.
Your memory is our keepsake with which we’ll never part 

God has you in his keeping, we have you in our heart.
Sadly missed and always remembered by  

all her loving family.

May Agnes Rest in Peace

Remembering my much adored  
and treasured father

JOHN BURKE  
(SEAN / JACK)

Ballyknocken.
On his 1st Anniversary away from us.
Missed beyond measure for your quiet

unassuming kind and jovial way
with a head full of great knowledge, 

a love of the Latin Mass and
so many memories,  

sparking endless conversation,
your absence creating a void now

which can never be filled.
So blessed to have you as my father  

and the children’s grandfather.
‘Semper Desiderari’ 

Alice, Jack and Tara xxx

Rest in Peace John



BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of 

A Cherished Husband, Father and Grandfather

WILLIAM (WILLIE) O’REILLY
28 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.

Whose 79th Birthday occurs on 13-01-26.
8th Birthday away from home.

For someone who meant so much
And was loved by all he knew 
Who left behind a trail of tears 

And precious memories too 
We loved the sunshine in his smile 

And the kindness in his eyes 
But heaven saw that he was tired 

Which meant we had to part 
And now that it’s his special day 

Dear angels hear our prayer 
For he was someone wonderful  

And words just can’t convey 
How much we wish that he was here 

Once more with us today.

Happy 79th Birthday Daddy
  

Loved and remembered always,
Never more than a thought away. 

Your loving wife Anne, sons and daughters,  
son-in-law, daughters-in-law and grandchildren xxx

Rest in Peace William

In Loving Memory of

FR. THOMAS 
BROWNE 

Parish Priest
Portlaoise

1941 to 1976 

Who died 
5th January 1982 

May he Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of

JAMES DEMPSEY
8 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise. 

Died 1st January 1997.

A loving husband and father so true, 
No one on this earth we’ll find like you, 

For us you always did your best,
God grant your soul eternal rest.

 Also remembering our mother Sadie at this time.
From all your loving family.

Rest in Peace James
In Loving Memory of

MARTIN BRENNAN
54 Borris Little, Portlaoise. 

12th Anniversary occurs 14th January 2026.
Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish 

Church, this Saturday 10th January at 6.30pm.

Along the road of suffering, you found a little lane, 
That took you up to Heaven and ended all your pain,

You may be out of sight, we may be worlds apart,
but you are always in our prayers and forever in our hearts.

Sadly missed by your loving wife Ann,
Helen, Mark & Eve and granddaughter Iris.

Rest in Peace Martin

In Loving Memory of

LILY BYRNE
Late of Capoley, Portlaoise. 

(Died 7th January 1981)
Each time we look at your picture 

You seem to smile and say;
“Don’t be sad, but courage take and love 

each other for my sake”
Sadly missed by your son Martin, daughter-in-law Jacqueline,  

grandchildren Lorraine, Michelle, Sarah and her great-
grandchildren Danny, Joe, Maeve and Rosie.

May Lily Rest in Peace



In Loving Memory of 

MARY FARRELL
20 Mountain View Square, Portlaoise.

Those we love never go  away,
They walk beside us every day, 

Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear. 

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by her loving husband 
Patrick, daughters Martina, Mary, Sheila, grandchildren  

and extended family.

Rest in Peace Mary

In Loving Memory of 

FR. EDDIE LALOR
Kiltegan Fathers,  

former C.C Portlaoise
and native of Raheen.

2nd Anniversary occurs  
9th January 2026.

“A Blessed Life Well Lived”

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal.

In Loving Memory of 

FRANCES DUNNE 
‘Silverdale’, Abbeyleix Rd. Portlaoise. 

16th Anniversary occurs  
14th January 2026. 
 

It’s 16 years since we lost our lovely Mother,
We still miss her.

She was a wonderful Mother
And a great Friend to us all. 

Missed by her loving family xx

Rest in Peace Mam 

In Loving Memory of 

MARTIN (MURT) 
KIRWAN

Anngrove, Kilbricken, Mountrath. 
4th Anniversary occurs 17th January 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. 

Brigid’s Church, Shanahoe,  
on Sunday January 18th, at 12 noon.

God saw you were getting tired, 
When a cure was not to be,

He closed his arms around you,
And whispered “Come to Me”.

In tears we watched you sinking,
We watched you fade away;

And though our hearts were breaking,
We knew you could not stay.

A golden heart stopped beating, hard working hands at rest,
It broke our hearts to see you go, God only takes the best.

No matter how life changes, no matter what we do,
A special place within our hearts, is always kept for you.

Also remembering Murt’s son John Paul at this time.

Just a prayer from the family who loved you,
Just a memory fond and true,

In our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you. 

Deeply loved, sadly missed and always remembered by his loving wife 
Ann and his sons Martin, Anthony, James, daughters Mary, Martha, 

Noirin, his adoring grandchildren and extended family.

Rest in Peace Martin

In Loving Memory of 

FR. JIM FINGLETON
Ratheniska / Dublin.

Whose Months Mind occurs at this time.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated on
Sunday 11th January at 10am in Ratheniska Church.

Will those who think of him today, 
A little prayer to Jesus say.

May he Rest in Peace 

In Loving Memory of 

PATRICK & ELLEN 
MAHER

Grange, Stradbally whose anniversaries  
occur at this time.

Also remembering their sons & daughters Eileen, 
MaryAnn, John, Margaret and daughters in law

May the winds of Heaven blow softly,
And whisper in your ear,

How much we love and miss you,
And wish that you were here. 

Lovingly remembered by all your family.

May They Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

FRANCES DUNNE 
Late of ‘Silverdale’,  

Abbeyleix Rd. Portlaoise. 
16th Anniversary of a dear sister and  

best friend on 14th January.
To hear your voice, to see your smile, 

To sit and talk to you a while,
To be together in the same old way,
Would be our greatest wish today. 

Loved and remembered always Chrissie, Yvonne, Jack & 
Áine xxxx

May Frances Rest in Peace



In Loving Memory of

CHRIS REDDY
Foxburrow, Portlaoise,  

formerly Terenue, Dublin.
2nd Anniversary occurs  

11th January 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. 
Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Portlaoise on 

Saturday 10th January at 6.30pm.

Chris, on your 2nd Anniversary 

A million times we’ve needed you,
A million times we’ve cried.

If love alone could have saved you
You never would have died.

It broke our hearts to lose you
But you did not go alone.

For a part of us went with you
The day God took you home. 

The Best Dad & Grandad
 

We love and miss you, all day, everyday 
Your girls, Maureen & Orla-Jane 

Sons, James, Tom & his wife Leanne, Chris 
& his wife Gemma. 

Grandchildren, Meghan, Dylan, Charlie, Darragh & Logan 
xx

In Loving Memory of

ELLEN (NELLIE) 
BRENNAN

14, St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
23/04/1933 - 12/01/2025
1st Anniversary occurs on  

12th January 2026.
Nellie’s 1st Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. 

Peter & Paul’s Church on Saturday 10th January 
2026 at 6.30pm.

Also remembering Nellie’s son 

MARTIN BRENNAN
54, Borris Little, Portlaoise. 

12th Anniversary occurs  
14th January 2026.

Time slips by and life goes on 
But from our hearts you are never gone. 

Lovingly remembered by all the family.

May They Rest In Peace

In Loving Memory of

MARY TYNAN
Rathevan, Portlaoise.

6th Anniversary occurred  
9th January 2026.

Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Church, Sunday 11th January at 

12.30pm.

There is no night without a dawning, no winter without a spring, 
And beyond death’s dark horizon, our hearts once more will sing. 

For those who leave us for a while, have only gone away, 
Out of a restless careworn world, into a brighter day.  

Sadly missed and always remembered  
by her husband Luke and family. 

Rest in Peace Mary

In Loving Memory of

PAT NEALON
The Hermitage Portlaoise.

5th Anniversary and Birthday 
Remembrance on 

Sunday 4th January 2026.

The family chain is broken,
Nothing seems the same,

A part of us went with you
The day God called you home.

We think of you in silence
And often speak your name.

Sadly, missed and remembered by your loving wife 
Trudy and family.

Rest in Peace Pat

In Loving Memory of

MARY MAHER
Borris Rd, Portlaoise.

3rd Anniversary occurs  
8th January 2026. 

Always a smile instead of a frown,
Always a hand when one is down, 
Always true, thoughtful and kind, 

Wonderful memories you left behind. 

 Forever loved and sadly missed by
Mam, brothers, sisters and extended family. x

Rest in Peace Mary
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In Loving Memory of
TOM & NUALA HOLMES

Formerly of “Sally Gardens”, Main St. Portlaoise 
and Chantiere Gate, Portlaoise.

Nuala’s 13th Anniversary occurred  
1st December 2025.

Tom’s 25th Anniversary occurs  
11th January 2026.

Will those who think of them today, 
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Always loved and never forgotten by all their 
loving family, extended family and friends xx 

May Tom and Nuala 
Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of

JOSEPHINE O’ REILLY
Marian House, Dublin Rd., Portlaoise, 

whose Anniversary occurred 13th January.

A sudden call from God on high,
We had no chance to say goodbye, 
Without farewell you fell asleep,  

But memories of you we will always keep. 

From your sons Martin and Jas, daughter Eileen,  
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

May Josephine Rest in Peace
In Loving Memory of

JIM MCCLOSKEY
2nd Anniversary occurs  

13th January 2026.

Those we love never go away,
They walk beside us every day.

Unseen unheard but always near,
Still loved still missed and very dear.

Sadly missed & always remembered by Jackie,  
Triona, Saoirse, Cian & Caoimhe

Rest in Peace Jim

In Loving Memory of

KEVIN O’ BRIEN
Colliers Lane, Portlaoise. 
3rd Anniversary occurred 

6th January 2026.

Gone are the days we used to share 
But in our hearts you are always there. 
The gates of memory will never close 

We miss you more than anyone knows. 
With tender love and deep regret 

We who love you will never forget. 

Sadly missed and remembered by his loving wife Grainne, 
parents Seamus and Bernie, brothers Paul and Brendan, 

extended family and friends. 

Rest in Peace Kevin 

CELINE DULLY
 

Glenside

4th Anniversary on 14.01.26
 

So missed every day 
Nial xxx
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