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SHROVE TUESDAY Mass times for the coming week

|Parish Church or athprwise stated]

# This Tuesday is Shrove Tuesday - Monday & Tuesday
b also known as Pancake Day - is the 7.30am & 10am
day before Ash Wednesday, the first wednesday (Ash Wednesday)
day of Lent. It is celebrated 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
= throughout Ireland by the cooking Ashes will be distributed at all Masses.
and eating of pancakes - a last feast before the fasting Thursday & Friday
and self-denial of Lent! 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
Ash Wednesday is the start of Lent when 5‘“;:3; - g
we are invited for forty days to set aside + vigil E.Eﬂpma{:aturlﬂﬂ
more time for prayer and fasting in 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm.
preparation for Easter. The Ashes, made in ASH CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
the sign of the cross on our foreheads on  WEDNESDAY Sunday: 9.30am.
this day, are an outward sign of our inward CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
sorrow for our sins and of our commitment to Jesus as Our Sunday: 10am
Lord and Saviour.' CONFESSIONS

Blessed Ashes will be available in the Parish Church and | Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.
Parish Centre from 11lam on Wednesday. ; i - o
i N D kit Three Things To Do For Lent
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm. Fasting and Abstinence;-

Ashes will be distributed at all Masses, Keep your meals small and simple during Lent. This is
not a slimming exercise. The thinking behind fasting
and abstinence is that we strengthen our spiritual life
by weakening physical pleasures. Fasting means
reducing the amount of food that we would normally
Help me let go of what distracts eat. Abstinence means not eating a particular food
and choose what gives life. {meat]. Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are to be
observed as special days of Fasting and Abstinence.
Almsgiving:-

We are bombarded with requests for money from a
huge number of charities. Identify a charity that
means something to you ... find out what they do and
make a contribution. If you can't afford 1o give
maney, give your time.

Prayer:-

Our lives are 50 hectic that we often forget to set
aside a few quiet moments in which to talk to God,
During Lent, postpone breakfast television for a few

'H.m'ing God,

sloww my heart and turn me back to Youw.

Walk with me on this joummey

i 1

— — moments and make a short prayer. In the evening
LENTEN STATIONS encourage your children to say a night time prayer
For the support of our Priests vefore bed. See ako page 4.

Envelopes are available in Church porches for those who
haven't got Development Boxes and wish to contribute to
the Priests Collection. You can drop this envelope in one
of the collection boxes provided in our Churches or
returning to the Parish Centre during Lent.

Stations of the Cross

Friday evenings during Lent
after 7.30pm Mass in Parish
Church.




ULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€18.99/kg

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

AUDIOLOGIST & ! 4 Laois P'g;‘-:;therﬂw
HEARING AID 3 4 |
& .

live life physically well
L = i '
Consultant 1

Patricia Kilmartin The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
B.A.A.T., M.I.5.H.A.A. " 1 1 JOHMN SUGRUE a5 pase anser  NIOOLA CALDBECK 0t MECH AL
o fpenars e E Y COMOR BOLTOM nse atscauser  CONOR HORAN 85c s visce

& www. lacisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
LI = Fardive He A Al Poed 5 B
gmprererdve Heorng Assestment Adultl & FoedgTrics O years . ﬂE? EEE 43{13

= Full rasrge of Dagiral Hearing didy avadsile ingl. FREE PRST HEARTHG

AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO BLIFIBLE CLIENTS ALL CLASSES HAVE RESUMED FOR 2026

= Pre-employment tests/Oorupational Scresning Tests In Climic:

*  Eor mewlds, Cuttom mode Swim Pluge, Musicions Moulds, et Senior exercise class Tues. at 11am
= Hgarang Aid Bathersss, Munss Bepars, &7 [inel, pedtal sernce) @ Dﬂfil‘lE Pilﬂlﬂﬂ E\’EW WE'd. Et E.Sﬂﬂm
Osteoporosis class every Wed.
10.30am
Osteoporosis class every Thurs. at 4pm

s Encec] WeHore Gronl oealabls to elaible clanti
; h
In A‘H'Endunce Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
In Parish Centre

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. Mon. mormn. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am
|;En'. rance bedide Macra Ma Ferme Hall an Timahee o0 ) |1'I|.E'ﬂ'|'|E{|Eﬂ'tE antﬂﬁ EIEEE lu’ﬁ!:mdﬂy E"-I'IEﬂil'lg ‘at Ep'“
Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at Tpm

By Appointment Only NEW BLOCKS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
| OR JOIN ANY CLASS,
E-ioll PiiologeSgmaoon PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE

Website: www_kilmartinaudiology.ie

= Eor Wax demoval Serace




Ash
Wednesday

A Prayer to Begin my Lenten Journey

Loving Jesus,
As | receive on my forehead the sign of your saving cross
you say to me, repent and believe in the Gospel.
Walking into Lent my heart is set on you.
May my fasting fill me with hunger for you,
May my prayer draw me deapeér intd your présance.
May my acts of charity bring your love to my home and community.
Lord of life,
grant that by turning back to you in these 40 days
| will stir up once more the waters of my baptism
and re-awaken in me the joy of my Easter faith;
for you raise me up from fear and despair
and call me to hope and trust in God who is with me always.
With vou, | will rise again. Amen.
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Kandle.ie

A quick guide to Fasting and Abstinence

U
ASH
u FESTING ® (CATHOLICS & CATHOLICS

% ABSTINENCE 1 4... 18-99

ARE OBLIGED
AETLLABSTHENC TO FAST
FASTING
[ |+ 1 1+

THOSE OUTSIDE THE AGE LIMITS
1REGULAR MEAL ~ AND 2 SMALLER MEALS

and thoie whose state in life {e.q. pregnant women.
manual Laborers, those wina &re ill] may be excutsd
from the regquirements of fasting and abstinence,
penitence or acts of charity or piety

Foar oz smird. eegund

But sfe encourbged to take up feme ather fofm of
1"\-.'\-.'..!_. 1 mspal v 4uia

ABSTINENCE

NOMEAT  FISH IS OK
NO SHACKS



LAQIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD Dry Stone Walling Workshop

Hidge Read, Portlacise MARCH 7™ & 8™ 2020, 9:30-4:30

Learn the ancient craft of traditional dry-stang
walling. new recognised by UNESCO a3 an
Iniangible Cwltwral Herfage. We will bulld
a new, double-faced wall, from setting owut

o wall capping. Sultable for all levels.

This ia a 2-Day practical ceurse in cenjunciiea wilh
The Natsanal Degasie Truinisg Skillasl (HOTS),
Tickels are Par Both days ws it is & fall T-day

program. Fes E190 ncludes lanch, teas/afiees.

C.CT.Y, PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION 1
IIIE’! FH.E—E"E‘L “E D“J\ IJ\- {-I..E.".H I.H'E . Fusll distasls and Bsakingi:

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-TT4951% d ; e
I‘I .-'l"l F: -‘u l— ."- PE"}E l ,F.M ||'-|l|| ITH ‘Iﬂll H nﬂll I HS? Tor engoirees call Karl [Toboe | K7 R0 T

- REERS | F) Gretta Kelly Ll
ylecon i e pipks ncese sarne® 085 108 8553

. SRAVEL 3 v ” Specialist Foot Care Services

- DECORATIVE STONE™™ : : :
. TOPSOIL - Professional foot care in the comfort of your home

. BARK MULCH : = \= Nail Cutting & Treatment

i Sn?m"u’!fgf ! ol = ' Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management

Visit Our Website Call us on House Visits Only

WWW.KYLECON.IE 085 7020537

Registered & Insured Practitioner
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(“ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN e
db GET YOURSELF NOTICED B_Emnﬂlr:g;“z(:) Z&ZGRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY

ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED TO KW

MERCHANDISE & ' :
2 BOOK . MAIL
| PROMOTIONAL PUBLICATIONS -\‘ﬁi MARKETING

ITEMS
VEHICLE PROCUREMENT
GRAPHICS PICK & PACK
Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

t. 057 8634050 : mochuaprint.ie

GRAPHIC
‘, DESIGN

WIDE FORMAT
PRINTING

( = . CORPORATE &
J RETAIL PRINT

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83 £ ifi
¢, 045 433569 :) OO0P0OIBO®
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Pulfed Laser Cleaning System. Websie: bdshades.ie

Laser can remove unmwanted materials from surfaces such as; greases, olls, nast, paint, vamish, grafivd etc. The laser s gentle on the
base material in a clean and effecthve manner. For further infermation; Call DEF-0955901 or Emaill; shadesportlaoset&emall.com
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ﬂ 'DUNKEEN OIL

Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

Lecally owned and locally run

- 2 e for a personalised, rellable and

= - i friendly service at all times. We

| - e believe in fast efficient service,

DUNKEEH o'l, T e gither the same day delivery or
¥OUR LOCAL QL DISTRIBUTOS e a no hassie following day

. delivery with 5 trucks looking

after your area. There has

navar beon a better time to

54,40 0 WATTR CLE S = _ - order your heating oil from
L Dunkesn Oilf

Contact Marcus directly
on 0BG 2804029 (any time)
Dunkeen Oil, Mountmeliick Rd., Portlacise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (Bam to & pm)

Our dopot offers kerosone and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeengil.ie




NITY NOTICES

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY

Top score: Bridie Kennedy. 1st Lady: Mary Delaney. 2nd Lady: Tied; Paraic Dowling & Catherine Fitzpatrick. 1st Gent: Frank
Keenan. 2nd Gent: Terry Dunne. 1st Half: Tom Gowing. 2nd Half: Catherine Galvin. Raffle: 1st Christy Fitzpatrick, 2nd Liz
Cooper, 3rd Mary Gowing, 4th Margaret Flanagan, 5th Tom Gowing. Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday
night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome, lessons available if required. Contact 086 8812228

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS For family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-anon meeting every
Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

LAOIS COUNTY BRIDGE CLUB, PORTLAOISE Morning bridge every Wednesday morning at 10.15am in Portlaoise Enterprise
Centre. Beginners are welcome and lessons given to improve your skills. Contact William on 087-0929898.

CHESS GAMES FOR ADULTS in Portlaoise in Kavanagh’s bar every two weeks. More information about our chess club: https://
www.meetup.com/social-chess-club-in-portlaoise/

ACTIVE RETIREMEMT Monday 16th February BOWLS IN ST MARY’S Hall from 2-4pm new members welcome tuition given.
Wednesday 18th afternoon with Moez from 3pm in Parish Centre. New members welcome - Thursday 19th in Sue Ryder Kilminchy
cards & chat from 3pm new members welcome tuition given More info. Maria at 0879187157. COULD ALL THOSE intending joining
Active 2026 do so by Wednesday 18th March to facilitate Returns to National Office.

SOCIAL DANCING Come join us for 6 weeks of Social Sequence Dancing at Seanchistin, Ballyfin, R32X5D6 commencing Monday
Jan.12¢h at 11a.m. Waltz, quickstep, foxtrot, jive, tango etc. supported by Laois Sports Partnership. Total cost 20 euro. Contact Maureen
0876482038 or cslattery@laoissports.ie. All are welcome.

SOCIAL AND SEQUENCE DANCING continues each Monday 11a.m. Seanchistin, Ballyfin, R32X5D6. Come and dance waltz,
quickstep, foxtrot, jive, tango etc. with a difference. Suitable for all ages and abilities. Contact Catriona Slattery at Laois Sports Partnership.

-

Timetable at Seanchistin. Monday as above. Tuesday 11a.m. line dancing Wednesday 8p.m.

Set Dancing Thursday 11a.m. music and movement for persons living with Parkinsons Thursday 8p.m. Line Dancing. Further details
Maureen 0876482038.

BRIDGE LESSONS Contact Catherine 087-4121913.

DAFFODIL DAY is Ireland’s largest flagship fundraising day - requires the support of volunteers across the country to coordinate the sale

of Daffodil Day merchandise in their local community. If you are available to support us on Friday 20th March 2026 and would like to
become a Daffodil Day Community Organiser, please contact Monica at volunteer@irishcancer.ie.

LAOIS OPEN DOOR THEATRE Invites you to “Perfect Wedding” by Robin Hawdon, in the Dunamaise Arts Centre on Thursday 26th |
and Friday 27th February, at 8pm nightly. A hilarious comedy. A night of laughter and fun. So save the date.

SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA: Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline
poles, rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.
EPILEPSY - In Ireland today, over 45,000 people live with epilepsy. For further information, please visit www.epilepsy.ie. Purple Day (or

Epilepsy Awareness Day) will take place on Thursday 26th March.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church. [
LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come

together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.

For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, talks, and
interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual
nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.

DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE RDS Dublin 28th February. Day return (from Portlaoise, motorway stop) by bus on Saturday 28th
February. Exact times and locations closer to the date. Speakers include Fr. Jim Blount, Fr. John Keane, Roisin Doherty and Fr. Leon
Pereira. Cost €70 to include bus & entry ticket. Contact only please via WhatsApp Karen 087-4160385 or Séamus 087-2752578 for
enquiries and bookings. €40 deposit to secure place via revolut, paypal or post marked Divine Mercy Conference.

M. NERNEY MEDJUGORJE GROUP PILGRIMAGE 2026. Pilgrimage Date: October 14 - 21 2026. Depart Dublin to Dubrovnik,
Cost €875 for 7 Days. Discount of €50 if Deposit of €200 paid by Jan 30th. Single Room Supplement €170. Insurance Optional. Spmtual
Director Fr. Sean Hyland. Contact M Nerney 086 8157305 for Details.

SPIORAID NAOIMH PRAYING COMMUNITY Growth in the Holy Spirit Monthly Retreat Saturday 21st Feb., (10 am to 1.20pm)
St. Peter and Paul’s Church Portlaoise. Holy Mass @ 10.00 am - Confessions available after Mass. Retreat continues in Ratheniska Room
Parish Centre (after Mass) Exposition, Rosary, Holy Spirit Novena, Praise & Worship, Teaching, Prayer Ministry Contact: Michael Nerney
086 8157305 Splrltual Director Fr. Ruairi O’Dombhnaill PP www. splora1dna01mh com
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Nolan Oil fired central heating
e ]_O CKSM]TH S Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW THE HANDYMAN
— EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME

(Y NOLAN | s suiome svcss g GREG

CALL 089 956 7135

24/7 Emergency Service P!umber on call :for * Home improvements and repairs
Auto - Home - Commercial | . Portieise &roundngarees | L0 (0o
086 2624270 | 085 2833064 (Cer a7 G G P E T ® Fence maintenance and repair
Full Oil-Fired Central Heating * Painting inside/outside and decorating
SHOP: 057 8620135 Installed & Maintained * Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
www.jacknolan.ie CONTACT FERGUS 089 4541868 | * Furniture assembly and installation
ENDA NORTON PAT LALOR PLUMBER AVAILABLE
FORESTRY TARMACADAM e All Domestic Plumbing
¢ Church Avenue, Stradbally ¢ Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
& FIREWOOD : ;arrgfacadam e Water Softener Installation
. . . Dil;inlgge ¢ Full Bathroom Renovations
Firewood Sales & Tree Fe”mg ¢ Free Quotations | VAT Registered CONTACT ALAN
Tel: 083 021 1577
CONTACT: 086-0640345 Email: patlalor37@gmail.com 085 114 1395
DJC COMPOSITE DOORS TV SERVICES WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
Supply and install all new Repairs to TVs and home entertainment | Himeres & Hemelles
composite doors. equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; o Letterboxes

. Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.
Design your own door from home « Sliding Patio Door Rollers

using the palladio door builder. CONTACT » Window & Door Draught Proofing

Doors to suit every home. 057 873 2998 Fully Insured

CALL DAVE ON 0868209640 087 363 6497 083 315 3211

TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT 083 374 2600 www.kukic-hms.ie
S&R SERVICES FIREWOOD LK BYRNE PLUMBING

RIS FOR SALE & HEATING

e Kitchen Fittin e Bathrooms Trailor load of <

. Zumituﬁ s Eeperal H:Idc\:\ll’ogzl A(:h For all your plumbing needs.

. Flisoerl'::lgy aintenance Delivered CALL LORCAN

CONTACT 087 489 6429 | CALL 085-2437088 085-2876043

PAINTING & TIME TO DECLUTTER?
DECO RATI NG Free collection of all scrap metal: washing He“’""‘ﬁ Local Bramds Make

e Interior & Exterior machines, cookers, lawnmowers, etc. . _ -
* Power Washing Garden sheds cleared, fences and sewer o B‘a lMPmC*- Advertise
« 15 Years' Experience issues resolved. Mini-digger and small N LIV\\‘ UP *"Oé\é\y!
FuIIy Insured tipper truck available for hire.
089 445 9958 Contact Richard Contact: 057 8692154
www.kukic-hms.ie 085 252 9893

S&R SERVICE GARDEN SERVICES | SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting

Cleaning Services for Offices & | Hedge trimming, tree pruning, garden Gardening & Power Washing

Houses tidy ups, fallen trees cut up, green Also Block Work
Once off o.r ongoing services waste removal, spraylng etc. tree and References on Request & Garda
Spring Cleaning hedge planting. Clecrzres
Experienced Workers / References
available TEXT OR RING PLEASE CALL PAT ON

PH. 085-1417805 RICHARD 087 9828558 | 086-8405079 / 085-1473982




MIX'S
105 MAIN STREET
LOWER, PORTLAOISE.

Every purchase helps fund classes
for children with special needs.

Visit us, shop with joy,
and be part of the change.

T LEINSTER
WAL P e omelm provemenisienmsier com

PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

HOGAN'S BAR
COOLRAIN, MOUNTRATH

Open for all occasions
Weddings / First Communions /
Confirmations
Christenings / Funerals
New menu in March
Taxis available on request.

ENQUIRIES TO
083-4274148

CLEANER
REQUIRED

Rock of Dunamase area.
5 Hours per week

(1 hr office & 4 hrs
adjoining house)

PLEASE CALL /
WHATSAPP / TEXT
0851731708

QY

MIDLANDS TREE SURGERY
B LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING AND TREE REMOVAL
COSTRUETION  fagt cLbARG
GARDEN DESIGN TREE PRUNING
PATION AND DECKING  <yudp GRINDING

FENCING ARD GATES
ERECTED

HEDGE TRIMMING

Z4HR CALL OQUT

1l LT

.- o

FULLY CFUALIFIED AND INSURED

08348E844.2
Lacis/Kildare /Offaly

Every Thursday and Friday Night in 5t. Mary’s Hall

Starts 8pm
Buses collecting from their usual pick-up points in the Portlaoise area at 7:30pm.

Feast of the Holy Face
Tuesday 17" Feb.

An Image of the
Holy Face will be in

St. Peter & Paul’s Church
on

Tuesday 17th

from 7am-7pm




Forgiving and Forgiven

At Mass on Sunday we normally contribute to a collection called the
offertory collection, where you can put this into the little safe box in
the exit of all doors of the Church. Most of you have probably
brought a coin for your offering today. There are many places in the
Bible that teach us the importance of presenting an offering to God,
but the truth is that God is more interested in what's in our heart
than he is in what's in our hand.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, "You have heard that it was said to people long ago,
"You must not murder. If you commit murder, you will be subject to judgement.” But [ say, even
if you are angry with someone, vou are subject to judgment.” He went on to say that you will be
face God's judgment if you call someone a bad name or curse them.
What did Jesus say we should do if we are guilty of any of these things? He said, "If you are
presenting your offering to God and you remember that you have said something that hurt
another person, leave your gift at the altar and go and ask forgiveness from that person. Then
come back and offer your gift to God."
Before we give our offering today, perhaps we should ask ourselves a few guestions. Have [ been
angry with someone this week? Have I had any arguments lately? Have I called someone a bad
name? Have [ said something about someone that wasn't true? If so, we should ask God to
forgive us and we should go to the person we have hurt and ask them to forgive us. When we
have done that, God will be pleased with our offering.
"Forgive” is a great old hymn written by Corinne Willlams. The first verse of this hymn would be
a good prayer for us today.
Forgive the things I've said in haste, O Lord, today,
As evening shadows fold again the light away;
O take away the sting and hurt from hearts, I pray;
And heal the wounded spirits, Lord, in Thine own way!

OUR PRAYER
Dear God, sometimes we say things in
anger that hurt other people.
Help us to guard against hateful and
hurtful words and forgive us as we ask
those we have hurt to forgive us as well.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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FORGIVING AND FORGIVEN

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift™ Matthew 5:21-25

DANGER

1
PEOPLE
ANGRY 2 3 i
MURDER
JUDGMENT
5 6
GIFT
ALTAR |/
FOOL
8
ACROSS _ _ ) DOWN
1. To decide if a person s guilty or innocent. 1 A group of human beings (men, women or
5. A present that is given to another person. children)
7. Killing of a person by another person. 2. To be furious
a8 The place where gifts or sacrifices to God 4 To be at risk of being injured or harmed,
are made. B. A person who lacks good sense.

Lent begins Next wedwesday 18th February

Ash Wednesday Is the First Day of Lent. On Ash Wednesday people are
#“,E_ﬂ asked to fast. On Ash Wednesday the priest blesses the ashes and uses

them to make the sign of the cross on our foreheads. The priest or
‘.
Remember these are the three things

minister says "turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel’, or
we are asked to focus on for Lent. “

similar words. Wearing ashes is a sign that a person is going to make
Praying: Spend a little more time with God.

an extra special effort during Lent to use his/her gifts for the good of
others,
Sacrificing: Giving up something that you really like.
Almsgiving: Giving to those who have very little or sharing
what you have with someone who needs it.

“"Repent and believe in the good news of the Gospel”

Congratulations to 293 boys and girls who received their

A
| Confirmation over the last couple of days.
w We hope you had a lovely day!

11
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~ The early Irish saints refer primarily to the holy men and
women who lived during the period of early Christian Ireland,
roughly from the 5th to the 8th centuries (with roots in the
late 4th century). This era, often called the time of Celtic
Christianity, saw Ireland transform from a largely pagan society
into a major centre of monasticism, learning, and missionary
activity. A time when Ireland was referred to as an “Island of
Saints and Scholars.” Christianity arrived in Ireland toward the
end of the 4th century, likely through trade contacts with the
Roman Empire and early missionaries. There were already some
Christians present before the most famous figures emerged. In
431 AD, Pope Celestine I sent Bishop Palladius to minister to
“the Scots believing in Christ” (referring to Irish Christians),
marking the first documented papal mission. However, the
figure who dominated subsequent tradition and is credited with
the widespread conversion of Ireland is St. Patrick.

Early Irish Christianity developed a strong monastic focus
rather than a strictly diocesan (bishop-centered) structure
common elsewhere in the West. Monasteries became centres

of education, manuscript production, art and austere spiritual
life, influenced by Eastern Desert Fathers traditions. Many Irish
saints were missionaries who travelled to Scotland, England,
and continental Europe, helping preserve classical learning
during the early Middle Ages and evangelizing pagan regions.

Saint Fintan of Clonenagh, also known as Fintan of Laois, is the
saint most closely associated with County Laois, historically
Leix or Laoighis, Ireland. He is often called the “Father of

the Irish Monks” due to his influential role in early Irish
monasticism and his promotion of austere ascetic practices.
Fintan was born around 524-526 AD in Leinster (likely near
Clonkeen or in the region that became County Laois), the son
of Christian parents named Gabhren (or similar) and Findlath.
Coming from a Christian family in an era when Ireland was
embracing the faith more fully, he chose a religious path early
on.

He received his religious training and formation at the

monastery in Terryglass, County Tipperary, under Abbot

Columba (Colum) of Terryglass. There, he was deeply shaped

by strict penitential practices and a severe monastic rule,

which emphasized austerity, prayer, and discipline. After his
formation, Fintan initially lived as a hermit in Clonenagh

(Cluain Ednech, meaning “ivy meadow” or similar), near

modern Mountrath in County Laois, beneath the Slieve Bloom

Mountains. Disciples soon gathered around his hermitage due to

his reputation for holiness, leading him to become abbot of the

community he founded there in the mid-6th century (around

the 540s-550s).

The monastery at Clonenagh became renowned for its extreme
asceticism. Fintan imposed very strict rules on the monks: no
animal products (no meat, milk, butter, etc.), as the community
kept no cows. Their diet was meagre—often described as “bread
of woody barley and clayey water.” This led to complaints from
the monks about the hardship for physical labour. A delegation
of local clergy, including St. Canice of Aghaboe, urged Fintan

to ease the diet for the community. He relented for the monks

but maintained the strict regimen for himself, continuing his
severe penances.
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Despite or because of these hardships, Clonenagh attracted
many monks from across Ireland. It trained notable figures,
including St. Comgall (who founded Bangor, influencing
Columbanus and the spread of Irish monasticism to Europe).
Fintan is credited with helping establish the ascetic tradition
in Irish monasticism, sometimes compared to St. Benedict in
Ireland. Fintan was famed for extraordinary sanctity, peace,
compassion, piety, heavenly serenity, prophecy, miracles, and
clairvoyance. He lived a life of intense prayer and penance
yet was known for serenity amid austerity. His monastery
influenced the Céili Dé reform movement and other strict
communities.

He died on February 17, 603 AD (some sources suggest around
594-597, but 603 is widely accepted). His feast day is celebrated
on February 17th. Clonenagh remains tied to his memory,
with ruins, cross slabs, and St. Fintan’s Well at nearby
Cromoge (a holy well site still venerated). He is regarded as

one of Laois’s patron saints (alongside others like St. Colman
Mac ua Laoise).

(There are multiple Irish saints named Fintan, including Fintan/
Munnu of Taghmon, Co. Wexford (d. 635/636), who also has
Scottish connections, and others like a later Fintan of Rheinau.
The one linked to Laois is specifically Fintan of Clonenagh.)
His life exemplifies the rigorous early Irish monastic ideal that
helped shape Christianity in Ireland and beyond. In a secular
culture, it is important to inform ourselves of the rich tradition
Christianity has when it comes to Irish spirituality. I pray, that
Saint Fintan, will continue to inspire us to walk a pathway
fuelled with a sense of compassion and kindness. St. Fintan,
Pray for us.

The early Irish Saints, had a beautiful awareness that God

is present in the bits and pieces of our daily lives. Fintan,

like Patrick and Bridget, celebrated every moment as an
opportunity to embrace God’s presence . While the following
prayer is attributed to Saint Patrick, I have no doubt it echoes
the rich spirituality enjoyed by Fintan.

Christ with me,

Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,

Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,

Christ when I sit down,

Christ when I arise,

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.
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Our Prayers are asked for those

who recently died

Noel Hogan
Aughnaharna Drive,
Portlaoise

FEugene Lacey
Craydon Court,
Portlaoise

CMay Chey
Rest & Reace

@ur Qympathias Are
With Cheir sfamilies

In Loving Memory of

LARRY (LAURENCE)
MCDONALD

45 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
14th Anniversary occurs
13th February 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts.
Peter & Paul’s Parish Church this Sunday
15th February at 10.00am.

Gone are the days we used to share,

Buct in our hearts you are always there,
The gates of memory will never close,
We miss you more than anyone knows,
With tender love and deep regret,
We who love you will never forget.
Sadly missed by his loving wife Margaret, sons Maurice, Paul
and Gregory, grandchildren and great-grandchild.

Rest in Reace Lary

In Loving Memory of

NOEL HUME
The Downs.
Ist Anniversary occurs
17th February 2026.

Also remembering his daughter
Aoife at this time.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church on
Saturday 21st February at 6.30pm.

Those we love never go away,
They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.
Sadly missed by his wife Rose, daughters Aisling & Niambh, son in
law Damien, grandchildren Robert & Malachy. Malachy Snr. Sisters
Fionnula & Eimear, brother Arthur, extended  family and friends.

Rest i1 Reave Novel

th

In Loving Memory of

KATHLEEN BRACKEN

(NEE DUNNE)
Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Sunday 15th February at 10am.

Will those who think of Kathleen today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Loved always by Frances and family.

CMay Kathleen Rest in Reace

We Remember with love

Our Mother

HELEN BYRNE

St Martins, Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
On her 2nd Anniversary.

s

You gave us years of happiness,
Then sorrow came with tears,
You left us lovely memories
We will treasure through the years.
Loved and remembered always by her loving family.
Also remembering at this time our father John Byrne.

Chay they both
Rest in Raace >4 =
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In Loving Memory of

MADGE McEVOY

Capoley, Portlaoise.
8th Anniversary occurred 13th February 2026.
Much loved and cherished Mother, Grandmother
and Great-grandmother.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, Sunday 15th February at 12:30pm.
Just a prayer from the family who loved you,
Just a memory fond and true,
In our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you.
Sadly missed and always remembered by;
Sarahann, Ailish, Mary, Joe, Breda and their families.

ChMay Madge Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of

THOMAS ROBINSON

Beladd, Portlaoise.
14th Anniversary occurs
15th February 2026.

May the God of love and mercy,
Care for our loved one that is gone,
And bless with consolation,

Those left to carry on.

Always remembered by your loving family.

Reast in Reave Com

In Loving Memory of

KATHLEEN CARROLL

175 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
1st Anniversary away from home
occurs 20th February 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on

Sunday 22nd February at 10am.

God saw you were getting tired,
When a cure was not to be,

He closed his arms around you,
And whispered, “Come to Me”.

In tears we watched you sinking,
We watched you fade away.
And though our hearts were breaking,
We knew you could not stay.

A golden heart stopped beating, hard working hands at rest,

It broke our hearts to see you go; God only takes the best.

No matter how life changes, no matter what we do,

A special place within our hearts, is always kept for you.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving husband

Mpyles, sons Tony, Myles, David, Liam and daughter Lorraine,

th

grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Rest in Reaave Kathleen

g
Acknowledgement & Months Mind
In Loving Memory of

ANN KAVANAGH

Colt.
Ann’s Months Mind Mass will be
celebrated in St. Fintan’s Church, Raheen
on Saturday February 21st at 7pm.

Ann’s family would like to thank most sincerely all those
who supported and sympathised with us during our recent
very sad loss.

Thanks to all who attended Ann’s reposal & requiem Mass,
expressed condolences, sent messages, Mass Cards & flowers
and kept us in their thoughts and prayers.

We would like to thank Fr. Brian Kavanagh, Fr. Paddy Byrne,
Fr. Dan Dunne and Fr. Petru Medves for celebrating Ann’s
funeral Mass.

Special thanks to Sacristans, Bridie and Martin, for all their hard
work also To Fr. Petru Medves, Fr. Liam Morgan, Fr. Ciprian
Matei and Fr. Brian Kavanagh who visited Ann during her
recent illness.

Our thanks to Louise, Elaine & Tara for the beautiful
music and singing.

Thanks to Keegan’s Funeral Directors for their professional
service and to the grave diggers for preparing Ann’s final resting
place.

Also thank you to Colt GAA club for assisting with parking on
the day of Ann’s requiem Mass.

Thank you to our extended family, relatives, friends and
neighbours for their ongoing help and support.

To Mum’s former colleagues thank you for sharing so many
lovely memories over the last few weeks.

To the extremely hardworking staff across the board in Portlaoise,
Naas, Tallaght and Beaumont hospitals, we really appreciate
the attentive treatment Mum received, as well as the support
shown to us.

To all in Abbeyleix Day Care and Respite Centres a heartfelt
thank you for many years of laughs and thoughtful,
compassionate care.

Thank you very much to all the ladies from Dovida, who showed
Mum great kindness and respect over the past few years.

To Ciara, for helping to keep Mum on her feet!

Denis, thank you for being so much more than
Mum’s hairdresser!

Thanks to the team in Mulhall’s Supervalu, Portlaoise
for all the sustenance!

To all of Doctor White’s team, Portlaoise, thank you for many
decades of care and support.

Special thanks to team in Hughes Pharmacy, Portlaoise
who have always provided great support and kindness.

To the Public Health Team, especially Denise, thank you for

showing great dignity and warmth to Mum for many years.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept

this acknowledgement as an expression of our deepest gratitude.

ey Ann Rest in " Reace

B
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] In Loving Memory of
In Loving Memory o

MARY RYAN e
(NEE WHELAN)

(NEE LAWLOR)

Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
Lst Anniversary occurs Mag’s 7th year since she went home.
Sunday 16th February 2026. Don’t think of her as gone away —
Just a prayer from the family who loved you Her journey’s just begun,
Life holds so many facets —
This earth is only one.
In our hearts you will live forever Just think of her as resting

Forest Park Ave. Portlaoise.

Just a memory fond and true

From the sorrows and the tears

Because we thought the world of you.
In a place of warmth and comfort

Sadly Z’llssed a';lde;lway S;Z}.Zlmbered b_)/ Where there are no days and years.
erfdml )y O granachiiaren. Think how she must be wishing

Wdy @(/fd‘ly @5}[ V74 Eﬂg‘gg That we could know today
How nothing but our sadness
Can really pass away.

In Loving Memory of And think of her as living
In the hearts of those she touched...

SHEILA HARN AN For nothing loved is ever lost —
WH E M N ' And she was loved so much.

From your loving husband Sonny, your son Thomas & children Tamara,

Doirefea, Ballydavis, Portlaoise. Thomas (Jnr), Jack, Rbea & Billy, your son Terry and daughter in law
5th Anniversary occurs Siobhan and Grandson Luke, son in law David and son Alan.
18th February 2026.

Rest in Reave @Vdrgﬂﬁl

Sheila’s 5th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the
Church of the Assumption, the Heath, on
Sunday 22nd February at 9.30am.

Sheila, you are forever in our

Thoughts and prayers.

Sadly missed by ber loving family, John, Sharon, Seamus, Nicoli,
Siobhan, Fr. Nick, Fr. Jim, grandchildren, relatives and friends.

Rest in Reace NDheila B ILL (WILLIAM) WHELAN

And his Wife

In Loving Memory of MARGARET (R] 1A ) WHELAN
] OS S R O BIN. S 0 N ' ' Corrigeen, Stradbally.

o . Bill’s 11th Anniversary occurs on 15th February 2026.
132 Se. Bngl(% s Place, Portlaoise. Rita’s 4th Anniversary occurs on 2nd March 2026.
4th Anniversary occurs

12th February 2026. Anniversary Mass will be celebrated at The Church of the
Assumption, The Heath, on

In Loving Memory of

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts.

Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Sunday, 22nd February 2026, at 9:30am.
Saturday 14th February at 6.30pm. When we look upon your picture,
We think of you in silence, we often speak your name, Sweet memories we recall,
But all we have are memories and a picture in a frame. Of faces that are so full of sunshine,

Your resting place we visit, we put flowers there with care TR
&P > ep ’ And a smile it brings for one and all.
But no one knows our heartache as we turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed by your daughter Anne, sons Seamus and Ray, in-

Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by his wife Peg, sons Joseph laws, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, relatives and friends.

and Michael, daughters Jackie and Margaret brothers Jimmy &
Michael, son in law Dermot, grandkids and great grandkids.

Rest in " Reace ~Joss My OBl and Ritx Rest in Reave
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You will both always be in our thoughts and forever in our hearts.
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Acknowledgement &
Ist Anniversary
In Loving Memory of

SHEILA KEHOE

Dysart Cross, Stradbally.

Sheila’s 1st Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
The Church of the Assumption, The Heath
on Sunday 15th February at 9.30am.

We Sheila’s family wish to extend our sincere thanks and
appreciation to the following who looked after Sheila
during her illness — Clann Medical Centre, Tullamore &
Portlaoise Hospitals, Hughes Pharmacy and Kilminchy
Nursing Home.

Many thanks to Mathew & David of Keegan’s Undertakers
for their help, sensitivity and professionalism.

A special thanks to Fr. Ciprian who celebrated the funeral
Mass and to Elaine Lambe who enriched the ceremony
with her music.

Thanks to family, neighbours and friends who attended
the wake and funeral Mass and all who sent Mass Cards
and condolence messages.

Special thanks to Sheila’s special friends, Agnes, Patsy and
Carmel who were always there to support Sheila.

To the Palliative Care Team Portlaoise — thank you
most sincerely.

As it will be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our
appreciation.

Loved and missed always by your loving family & friends.

Rest in Reaace ODheila

B

In Loving Memory of
#  JOHN O'SHEA
' 4
- Birchgrove
1 .? Whose Month’s Mind occurs
18th February.

Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated
in St. Peter & Paul’s Church on
Sunday 15th February at 11.15am.

Those we love we never lose

For always they will be loved,

Remembered and treasured,
Forever in our hearts.

Love from your partner Holly and family.

Rest in Revce o

In Loving Memory of

EILEEN PHELAN

New Road, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs 17th
February 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church, on Sunday 22nd February at 12.30pm.

In God’s care you rest above,

In our hearts you rest in love,
Never more than a thought away,
Loved and remembered every day.

In Heaven you rest, No worries or pain.
God bless you...until we meet again.

Sadly missed by your loving family and friends.
Also remembering Tony on his 10th Anniversary.

Reast in Reace Lileen

Acknowledgement
In Loving Memory of

TIM GLEESON

Ballytegan, Portlaoise.

Tim’s wife Anne, daughter Laura, brother and
sisters wish to express our sincere thanks to all who
sympathised with us on our great loss of Tim.

To all who sent Mass cards, condolences on-line
and travelled to attend Tim’s Requiem Mass.

A special thanks to Tim’s colleagues in An Garda
Siochdna and National Learning Network.

To Dr. Lawlor and staff of Cedar Clinic, Laois
Pharmacy, Mr. Connaughton & Staff of Portlaoise
General Hospital, Evelyn & Olive District Nurses,

Elish Palliative Care Nurse.

A grateful thanks to our friends and neighbours.

To Fr. Adriano for celebrating Tim’s Requiem Mass
and praying at burial of Tim’s ashes.

To Heather for providing beautiful music

during Tim’s Mass.

To Undertaker Matthew Keegan & David Goode for
their kind help and assistance.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as a
token of our appreciation.

Rest in Reave Cim

B
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100th Birthday Remembrance
In Loving Memory of

KATHLEEN (KITTY)CAMPBELL

86 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

Whose 100th birthday was
12th February 2026.
Just a prayer from the family who loved,
Just a memory fond and true.
In our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you.

Loved and remembered by all her loving family.
IHiappy HCeavenly 100th SBirthday Kathleen
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Established in 1891 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones,

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre i3
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen. ;

Unigue Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requiremants,

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our ra of
headstanes and grave
BCCESSOTIES.

Business Park
Fortlaodss, Co. L.
R12 DWW

Tel: 06T BEG025E
Maobdie: 08T 2538930

www.portlacisestone.ie

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
087-2562137
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MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
-

o

A SPECIALMEMORY
OE YOURIOYED ONE

Q Clonminam Business Park
Portlaoise,Co. Laois
R32 EH11

. 057 86 34050

& info@mochuaprint.ie

' www.mochuaprint.ie



Results for
12" February 2026

Portlaoise Parish

No €16,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMERS MATCH 3£ €1,000 PROMOTER
David Curran Veronica Curran
Jahn Hogan John Hogan
Mary Phelan Tany Cahill
Gorard Byrne Online Lotto
Louis Brennan Parish Centri
Ray O Connell Mary O°Connell
Veronica, Ken & Bridget Byrne Anne Breanan
Ann Ward Ann Ward
Pam Killeen Pam Killeen
& Bimey = 5 McDowell
Marke Kirwan M;:{h Catherine Kearmns
Receive
€91
Follaw UsW'e . Play PARISH

LEOLOOE

- D HMLINE
a0 E L s epar i e

& Like Uz rrto=mreriskieh
Next Week's Jackpot is €17,000
L= Trdcaire Boxes are available in the
o @ Church porches or you can pick up a
box in the Parish Centre. Thank You!

Supporting our Parish
Each one musd ghve a3 he or she has decided in ifedr heard, nol refuctantly or
under cofmpulsion, for God iowas & chadriul g

Registered Charlty Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
= Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Chureh
* Donation facility on our website
* standing Order forms available at the Parizsh Centra
* Or Transfer directly to our Accaunt
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IESZAIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBARMN: IE1Z2AIBKS232 701 65R701

2 Corineésns 7

Scan this QR Code 1o take you
directly to our Donate facility

FOR YOUR SUFFORT

[ JOIOIDIDly

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tlll 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

"l Deacon Eugene Keyes
L Tel: 057 B621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Sam - Spm  Tel: 057 B621142
Dutside office hours
in emergeancy only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
Al safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle._ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 3am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlapiseparis
MAMAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. lulie

{Sacripty phone sbonded prios bo Mags S 057 BE00110)
All Miasses arsd 1ervioes inom the Pagsish Chisrch and
the Heath Church are lnee streamaed an our webiile

li k LINK UP
rl Monday to Thursday
Llp Sarm to Spm
Contact: Mary Schwer
057-8692154
E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie
Advertising deadline: Tuesday Spm

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




O The Carish S ﬁop > o

At the Parish Centre
Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF
CARDS AND GIFTS FOR COMMUNION

Prayer Books :
Rosary Beads ™
Rosettes A
& -  Personalised (W) |
- Cards and Candles | \ =~ "~ :
' Photo Frames | = §
Gift Sets
Bookmarks
Sterling Silver
Chains & Crosses

ALSO STOCKING A LARGE SELECTION OF
* Wedding & Baptismal Candles, Cards &
Gifts (Candles & cards can be personalised)
* Personalised Cards for all occasions

+ Essential Qils/Incense (
* Willow Tree Gifts
#* Happy Day Soy Candles made locally .J
* Grave Ornaments '




