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In One Ear

"In one ear and out of the
other,” Is an expression that#§
could be applied to most of us, &
for at least some of the time. i§

Today's gospel s about the
difference  between sh'nph,.r

Mlustrate the different ways in which God's word can be
recelved ... or not!

Firstly the sower drops seeds on a path only to be eaten by
the birds. Jesus is describing those of us who hear the word
but nefther understands nor even tries to understand it.
Mext the sower drops seeds an rocky ground and Ehe plants
grosy  quickly but die off because the roots are not
nourished. Jesus is describing those of us who receive the
word without any real thought or commiEment. Without
foundation our faith can soon faker when put to the test.
Then Jlesus describes the seeds which fall among thorns.
Sometimes we want to live by Jesus” teachings but worldly
damands and temptation choke our good intantions. Lasthy
Jesus praises the good sefl which enables the seeds to
grow and bear fruk.

The parable of the sower and the seeds 5 cleariy
challenging us to be better prepared to receive the seed of
the gospel. It is all too easy for us to go through the
motions of listening when really not much ks going on
between our ears at all. The Blble Is a treasure trove of
imspiration but because it was written such 2 long time ago
imn words that arent ahways easily understocd we are often
Inclined to switch off. Do we come te church expecting to
be bored by the readings or confused and indifferent before
one word is even read? How different things might be if we
allowed God’s Word to impact our lives,

Listening Is more than just opening our ears. Listening Is
understanding ..and most

Importantly, turmning that understanding into action.

“As the farmer sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the
path. . ....Some fell on vich soul and produced their crop, ™

abaout studying, [earning,

Mass times for the coming week
|Parish Chigrch ar athersdse stated]
Monday to Friday: 7. 30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Wigil 5.30pm (Ssturday)
3.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12 30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH

Sunday: 9_30mm
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA

Sunday: 10am
COMNEESSIONS

Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6 30pm Mass,

We welcome Into our Parlsh Community
Dannyboy Mcinerney, Kilminchy

Shame Edward Whelan, Bruach na habhainn

Who were baptised last weekend.

l'
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oyt to sow

PLANNING PERMISSION

The Parish has applied for planning permis-
sion to convert the Coach House (on the
grounds of Rosetta House) which adjoins
the Parish Centre and Parish Church
grounds, to two Apartments - one 2 bed-
room and one 1 bedroom. In compliance
with planning requlations, notices have
been placed at the entrances to the Parish
Church. We look forward to the progres-
sion of this project.
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MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€23.99kg

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

Eb Full Range Of Fresh s F [ S H 2 Available 7 days a week!

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulkall's SuperValu. Fhene D57 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST T & A% Laois Physiotherapy
HEARINGAID 2¥ | Clinic

. live life physically well
Consultant | ~ B live life physically wel

Patricia Kilmartin ) ! H :
B.A.A.T.,M.L.S.H.A.A.,M.LA.A. X § The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.,

(36+ years experience with Private & B JOHM SUGRLUE ssc ssrasiscr  MICOLUA CALDBECK B5c Mt AALcr

I/

Public Sector (H.S.E.) COMNOR BOLTON gy pdceanser  COMOR HORAN ase pive pimce

CILLIAN BERGIN e myc piscr
+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +

+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth - www.iamsph‘rsmthﬂrapy:hmc. .

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO . nﬂ? E_EE 43‘]3
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

* Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests A L L c L_A SS E s F D R 2‘}26

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro
In Clinic:

— e . : : Senior exercise class Tues. at 11am
* Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service) Online Pilates ry Wed. at 8.30am

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

Ostecporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In Attendance Osteoporosis class every Thurs, at 4pm

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) Int Parish Cenire

Mon. morn. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am
Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm

7 QIS (i7 Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
: e : . : : : IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE
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CARPETS Sl [vocrd SHMRINIE

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

SUMNMDAY 16™ AUGUST
2026

buis leaves

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est., Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

FORTLAOISE Lyster sq. 9am
MOUNTMELLICK 9.15
TULLAMORE 9.45 am
BOOK YOUR SEAT

% WITH FULL PAYMENT OF
£330 pere
MAURA @ 0BT 1210263 on

HELEMA & 0B7 9611331

= DROF TO THE PARISH CENTRE

Thomas Lacey
v TARMACADAM ' SITE CLEARAMNCE
W COMCRETE | AND FILLINGS
v KERBING 1 W DRAINAGH

W MECHAMICAL ' VAT REGISTEREL
SPREADER & FULLY INSURED

il i

FAMILY RUN BUSIMESS SIMNCE THE 1970s

fJ

PORTLADISE, CO. LADIS

057 8670744
086 3844321

LACEYTARMAC@GMAIL.COM



| \
Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois. R32 HF40

98 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

LT T

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, Bx14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of 5teel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle
storage in residential areas, small workshops, office accommeodation, store rooms, games rooms.
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PRINT & DESIGN
MAKE AN IMPRESSION
E Services N,

Your Complete Print Design & Branding

& Marketing Partner Books & Manuals
Signage & Displays

mochuaprint.ie
ol o] flinIXT 1)

& Branded Merchandise

- Labels & Packaging e
i l $ 4 i : o Pick & Pack Solutions

. A}p ﬂ(;n, i);a g_ M_ . Trusted by: H
we reduce your coils, If’ 7 | B @ V,

d’f&ﬁm[w your 840 2+, b s
wnd efevile gour rand g@ o

MERRION PRESS

® Nationwide Service - 32 Counties --.Leading Irish Businesses

Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EHT1 Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF8
. 057 8634050 L 045 433569




MARIAN PILGRIMAGES

RENEW OUR SPIRIT OF LOVE, FORGIVENESS & PEACE

b - ! : i =
-‘“"W €1,385pp$

San Giovanni Rotondo & Assisi
800th Anniversary of the Death of St. Francis of Assisi
From Dublin

29 August - 4" September

4 nights, San Giovanni Rorodno , Full Board

3 nights, Assisi, Half Board

Avellino, San Giovanni
Rotondo & Pompeii

Direct flight from Shannon

25 August - 1+ September, Half Board
1 night in Avelino, 4 nights in San Giovanni Rotondo
& 2 nights in Pompeii

For more information contact Marian Pilgrimages or visit our website.

WWW. MARIAN.IE
GROUP PILGRIMAGE SPECIALISTS

(01) 878 8159 | (028) 95680005
38-39 Pearse Street, Dublin 2

0 ITAA
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Licenced by the Irish Aviation Authority
TO142
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b, CTHERAPIES

L. -

Tel:
085 108 8553

L]
QJr
pEH MCFHI

" Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home

OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering

Nail Cutting & Treatment

Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care
Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

LACIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 0537-R6817200  MOBILE G57-774951%
HAVE YOU A PROBELEM WITH YOUR DRAINST

home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

v/ Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc) v/ Sensory Interventions

v/ Handwriting Assessments

v/ Seating Assessments 1/ Assistive Technology

v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits

Book your appointment today ol
T

R} 0831506755
@ www.originaltherapies.ie

< info@originaltherapies.ie




® COMMUNITY NOTICES
RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 7T“jI.II.Y

Top score: Frank Keenan. 1st Lady: Paula McEvoy 2nd Lady: Mary Gowing. 1st Gent: Catherine Galvin

2nd Gent: Liz Cooper. 1st Half: Sadie Chester 2nd Half: Frances Benn. Raffle: 1st S. Duff, 2nd C. Fitzpatrick,

3rd L. Cooper, 4th P. Purcell. 5th M.J. Dunne.

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome,

lessons available if required; Cec 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September
2nd) enjoy the summer. Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy
on Thursdays for July and August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.

SOCIAL CHESS CLUB PORTLAOISE Portlaoise for adults only (male and female). The next chess meetings will be held

in Portlaoise Library on Saturday 18th July & Saturday 8th August between 1 pm - 4pm and it is free. Board games are
provided in the library. The Portlaoise Social Chess Club website is https://portlaoisechessclub.ie  Chess games are usually
held every two weeks in the library, Check the website for clarification of dates and times.

FOURTH WALL LAOIS THEATRE If you would like to be part of this very talented group in an ACTING ROLE we would
love to hear from you - Male & Female ACTORS of all ages are welcome to contact us. Ph. Kevin: 087-9614235 or follow us
on Facebook.

KILDARE ANIMAL FOUNDATION OPEN DAY Sunday 12 July at 1pm, at the shelter in Kildare Town R51 YE00. Plants,
Antiques, Crafts, Bottle Stall, Toys, Books, Cakes, Pet gifts, Clothes, Hotdog Stall, S'mores and much, much more including
craft and music activities for the kids. FREE ADMISSION Plenty of parking. NO DOGS allowed (as it upsets the resident

animals at the shelter). Please join us for a fun family day out amongst our beautiful, rescued animals.

SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA: Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline poles,

rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the Par-
ish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Dlease join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

PORTLAOISE ADVERTISE WITH LINK UP TODAY!
PARISH

® Helping Local Brands Make a
l' BIG IMPACT

CONTACT
057 86921 54

%&“"'W UNFAIR TREATMENTS AT WORK? |
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smyth Services & Fuels Lid.
* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
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TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

Y NOLAN

“=m LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally
Tarmacadam
Kerbing
Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered
TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

e All Domestic Plumbinvg

¢ Solid Fuel & Qil Servicing
¢ Water Softener Installation
e Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

HANDYMAN / BUILDER

15yrs Experience in all trades
Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors
Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work
Garden maintenance / Tree cutting /
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

gogreen

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses-Rugs
Professsonally Sleam Cleaned
Sanitised and deodorised

Contact Darren
085 836 0OTT

A, GREG
-‘: ';‘; THE HANDYMAN
g CALL 089 956 7135

-

* Home improvements and repairs

¢ Flooring, tiling, carpets

¢ Fence maintenance and repair

¢ Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

BICYCLE REPAIRS &
CAR TYRES REPAIRED

Cheapest in Laois
Also car washing
Videography for Weddings
CONTACT
087-0053578 | 087-7546815

KITCHEN & FURNITURE

RESPRAYING SERVICE
Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes
with a respray
Highest quality finishes with
the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without
the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
¢ Power Washing
® 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

* Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

¢ Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,

lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck

available for hire.
CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

FATIMA CANDLE

Will be lit at 10am Mass in the
Parish Church Monday 13th July
in honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

DELUXE PAINTING & TILING

Interior Painting & Decoration
Exterior Painting & Spray Painting
Ceramic Tile & Natural Stone Installer
Laminating Floor, Powerwash &
Cleaning Service

PH. THOMAS 083-1819693
deluxepaintingtiling@gmail.com
http://deluxe-painting-tiling.
business.site/
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Decking

SAY

GOODBYE

TO
MAINTENANCE

WPC decking gives you the beauty of

Every Thursday and Friday Maght in St. Mary’s Hall

Byrars: oy lmg Yo e gogsl pab o peeds. i e Forilgesr o o 7 g

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@& 087-9080211

Starts Spm

wood without the hassle, Mo sanding, or
paEling judl durable, weslher-relisian
boards stay Rawless for vears Upprade
youi cubdoss ipade with bero worred

BUY NOW &

ﬁ: iz =CheC b e b

A
o )

Pressure Washing
i Exterior

ﬂ OA3EESA144
@' riciape -deching la

| www.pmchomeimprovementaienister.com

.
HOMI | F RO W ERENT & LS TR

PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

Cleaning
res Quotes! '3_-::' 889 Y31 8918

BRESULTS THAT SPLAKE FOR THEMELLVES
. .

BLRTDAAT L LSFLH
BEEWED TFILNF Eotalaly

Eucharistic Healing Retreat

+
With -
Fr. Brendan Walsh & Eileen King = Boys &_Ei'l"i_s_l'_E—I_Srrs]';-:;
INCLUDES : Mon-Thurs

Holy Mass, Prayer & Pralse, Adoration,
Scripture Teaching and mepe

VEMUE
St. Peter and Pauls Pasish Cendre,
Portlooise, R332 FHET

20th-23rd e-?_ =
JUI"I" Enzﬁ "
9:30am-2:30pm

9

- Friday, July 17 Saturday, July 18% = ===
Tpm - 10pm m Bam - 4pm ‘i"&.—-“-—‘_ — By
» Arts. = Craftsssss e
& Bring & poxckond lanch o Sadurcay. * MUSFc - Dr‘ﬂma .
Tea & coffee availabide. - TEﬂm_ ames "'Pi:'ﬂ‘ '-E'r' i 1.-
i Bﬂn':i( l?ﬂ:gacns ulwnilahla;ﬂ W s LY s’ '
COEING In vance 15 essential. - Elﬂﬂm Ht], ﬂld cﬂn“nt. Me | H {REEDTQ'F}

BGHIHGE BY DAL QR FHOMWE
I Pelichusl Moy OBE 815 F305

G

Only €45 per child (30 per additional child = famaly) )

- gy + COST To bock centact: Carcling on 0B52430529 o T
O o Culieans DIT 59 5290 “-"-.L—w:-:f': “:’._ff' & or Laura 0876313370 o r
O Beirnis Reddn DB BE3 S0 Setturdary oniy o =t or email: camppic2024 Egmail.com s '

D, s e F YN cvmrm— = F
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The Parable of the Sower

As Jesus travelled around the countryside with his disciples, large
crowds often gathered around him to hear him teach. He often
taught them by using parables. A parable is a story that Jesus
made up to help people understand what he wanted to teach them.
Cur Gospel today is one of the parables of Jesus. It is called
The Parable of the Sower. It was a story about a man who planted
seads in the field. Listen to the story that Jesus told.

A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he scattered the seed, some
d fell on the hard path nearby and the birds came and ate it up.

As the farmer continued to plant the seeds, some of them fell on
coil that was full of rocks. There was not much dirt around the
rocks so the seeds started to sprout and grow the very next day. The only problem was, there was
little dirt, so the plants didn't put down roots which would help them become strong and healthy. In the
afternoon, the sun was very hot so the plants that had started to grow in the rocky soil withered and
died because they had no root in the ground.

Some of the other seeds fell on soil that had been taken over with weeds and thorns. The weeds and
thorns grew faster and taller than the plants from the seeds, so they choked out the plants that the
sower wanted to grow.

Finally, some seed fell on the good soil that had been ploughed, fertilised, and weeded to make a good
place for the seed to grow. Those seeds made healthy plants and produced good fruit.

This is the lesson that Jesus wanted his disciples to learn, and it is also the lesson that he wants us to
learn today. The seed that the sower was planting in the story represents the teachings of God's Word.
Our heart represents the soil where the sower planted the seeds.

Sometimes the priest at Mass is trying plant the teaching of God's love in our heart. If our heart is hard
and filled with anger and bitterness, the teaching falls on hard ground and never grows, just like the
seed that fell on the hard ground in the parable that Jesus told.

There are cther times when we hear the Word and we get excited about it, but then our excitement
fades away because our understanding is too shallow. That's the way it was with the seed that fall on
the rocky soil.

Sometimes we hear the Word and we believe what it says, but we want to keep on doing the same
things we have been deing. That is like planting the seed in with a bunch of weeds. I'm sure you can
guess what happens. The weeds will scon take over!

The last seed is the best, it fell on the good ground. If you learn from what you hear in Sunday School
and church, the seed that Jesus plants in your heart will grow. Your life will produce good fruit just like
Jesus intended. You will be helping others to grow in their knowledge and understanding of God's love.

QOur Prayer
Our Father, help us to be like the good soil in our lesson today. Help us to listen to
your Word and grow up to be the kind of boys and girls you want us to be,
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

10




The Parable of the Sower

"But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man
who hears the word and understands it." Matthew 13:23a

1
2 3
3 5
3 7 [E
ACROSS DOW
2. To put seeds in the ground so that 1. The part of a plant which grows down
plants will grow. into the earth.
5. Small, sharp, peinted growths on the 3. A person who owns or takes care of a
stem of a plant. farm.
6. Plants such as grain, vegetables, or fruit 4. Covered with stones.
grown by farmers. 7. A way made by or for people walking
8. A small, usually hard part of a plant from on the ground.
which a new plant can grow. 8. The upper layer of earth that may be
9. Not deep. dug or ploughed and in which plants grow.
PATH CROP SOIL THORNS ROOT

SHALLOW FARMER SEED SOW ROCKY
ADNBLPWWICFVBUBMH L PLANTS
PLHMSE EEDTIHARURG sCORCH
OW X G PV CT XTI HEKMLP
DNUDJSAHBSVEEEBTHURNS
T ERETDTO ] OX )R RDHR CROP
PCGNWSTRUTIXYo0R o WITHER
F FAOTIEENVYVYLZEKOTFEM BIRDS
NLSNIZRSWCGI KETC ROOT
P PBI RDSOOSBEQLHOQ SHALLOW GREW
HE}WBIPLRSCAE?ETSSUW ROCKY
PPJ)SDLYTROAETIRL
CARUANALKRFGJLTSEIL O
ZETHCGTLACVOTELM FELL PATH
KZSHWIJIRPWHMEYy z PARABLE SCATTER

—
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Portlaoise Parish
Lourdes Pilgrimage July 2026
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Portlaoise

SALE

Now On

.
INSTORE & ONLINE

SSSSSS

Ik

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
1. 8.8.8 ¢

THE PERFEGT
BASE FOR

Planning a team getaway, training weekend, or club celebration?

We've got the perfect packages to keep your group
comfortable, fuelled, and ready to perform.

(057) 863 1200 + INFO@THEKILLESHIN.GOM
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. Much focus these days is on the

United States of America. The U.S. hosts
this very enjoyable World Cup, true to form
the various stadia are exuberant and very
big in every sense of the word! The recent
celebration of the 250th anniversary of its
foundation celebrated the extraordinary
contribution The United States has made over
many decades. These are turbulent times for
the people of the United States. Perhaps one of
its greatest assets is not its President, but the
U.S. born Pope Leo XIV. Leader of 1.4 billion
Catholics.

Pope Leo is universally acclaimed as a global
moral leader, whose voice, brings balance
and inclusion in a world that is polarized and
deeply conflicted. Leo deliberately visited the
tiny island of Lampedusa on July 4th. Here
he visited a people seeking new beginning
and opportunity. Thousands of children and
women have died crossing the Mediterranean
in the hope of a new tomorrow. Pope Leo
reminds us that together we are stronger, and
that the dignity of human life is a sacred and
fundamental gift for every Christian. Another
wonderful Christian Leader from the United
States is Sr. Helen Prejean.

. m ||

ﬂ\\'lijni—r

Sr. Helen Prejean was awarded an honorary
Doctor of Laws by Trinity College on Friday,
June 19 last. The degree is one of Trinity’s
highest honours, conferred in recognition of
exceptional contributions to society. Katie
Taylor, Sharon Shannon, Colm Téibin, and
Baroness Helena Kennedy were also honoured
in the award ceremony. Sr Helen is a member
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint

Joseph and is based in New Orleans in

Louisiana. Naturally, the presentation to

ie
" ish!
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Katie Taylor was the one that captured the
headlines in the media. I hadn’t noticed that
Sr Helen was also honoured until a friend
alerted me. The acclaimed movie “Dead Man
Walking” is based on the autobiographical
book by Sr Helen. It follows her relationship
with Matthew Poncelet (Sean Penn), a man
on death row convicted of the brutal rape and
murder of two teenagers. As his execution
approaches, Sister Helen (played by Susan
Sarandon) becomes his spiritual advisor,
accompanying him through his final weeks
while also encountering the overwhelming
grief of the victims’ families.

She has compassion for the murderer, but
her compassion never excuses his crimes.
She treats him with dignity, and before his
execution, he can reclaim that dignity and
take full responsibility for his crimes. He
apologises to the father of one of his victims
and asks for forgiveness before sitting in the
electric chair. This was the first time Sr Helen
had acted as spiritual advisor to a prisoner
on death row. After accompanying five more
prisoners to their deaths and having come to
know their families and some of the families
of their victims, she wrote, “I joined the
national movement to awaken the American
people to the moral wrongness and futility
of authorising government officials to set
about killing (legally of course) citizens they
consider the worst of the worst.”

In its official citation, Trinity praised her as:
“One of the most influential people in the last
50 years working in opposition to the death
penalty and the promotion of the interests and
dignity of prisoners.” Her lifelong work was
described as “an uncompromising defence
of life and justice”. Her ministry has had
a profound impact on public debate about
capital punishment in the United States and
internationally.

She is totally opposed to the death penalty as
she firmly believes that every human person
possesses an invaluable dignity even after
committing terrible crimes. She appealed to
Pope John Paul II in 2005 to strengthen the
Church’s compromised stance on the death
penalty. The Church allowed for state killing
in cases of absolute necessity, but “it remained
silent on the affront to the human dignity
of criminals executed after being rendered
completely defenceless”.

She argued that it is not only the innocent who
have dignity. She pointed out the inconsistency
of pro-life Catholics who readily condemned
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abortion but supported the death penalty. One
of the greatest moments in her campaigning,
giving it a seismic boost, happened on August
2, 2018, when Pope Francis declared that the
death penalty is unacceptable in all cases.
It is, he said, “an attack on the inviolability
and dignity of the person and contrary to the
gospel of Jesus.” Sr Helen was also convinced
of the innocence of some condemned
prisoners. She wrote a book in 2005, “The
Death of Innocence: An Eyewitness Account
of Wrongful Executions”, which tells the story
of two people, Dobie Gillis and Joseph O’Dell,
who were victims of a dreadful miscarriage of
justice. There was considerable doubt about
the guilty verdict, but nevertheless they
were given a lethal injection.

Seeing the plight of murder victims’ alsy
families, Sr Helen founded a support group ;
called “Survive”. The families’ griefand anger,
their suffering and pain following the violent
deaths of their loved ones, have touched her
deeply. But she has often felt overwhelmed by
the family’s ability to forgive rather than seek
an “eye-for-eye” retribution. Such experiences
have deepened her conviction about the
wrongness of the death penalty.

A sentence of life behind bars is preferable to
the death sentence. I was surprised to learn
that the cost of pursuing a death sentence far
outweighs the cost of a life behind bars. There
is also, she points out, the “ever-more-evident
cruelty of botched executions in the so-called
humane method of lethal injections”. Sr.
Helen has consistently highlighted the gross
injustice built into the whole criminal justice
system in the United States. There is a glaring
racial disparity that prioritises the death
penalty for the murder of white people, while
devaluing the much more frequent murder
of people of colour. White people are rarely
sentenced to death for the murder of black
people.

Sr. Helen’s core philosophy is that “everyone
is worth more than the worst thing they have
ever done”. She continues to be a powerful
advocate for criminal justice reform even
though she is now well into her eighties. She
is deeply committed to the Christian faith and
to prayer every day. What authentic witness
to the gospel values she promotes. May we
all be fuelled with a spirit of kindness and
compassion in our daily lives.
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Our Prayers are asked
for those who recently died
Eilish Cashin Bridget Fitzpatrick
Ashewood %lk, (née Flanagﬂn)
Portlaoise / Ballyfin Graceswood, Abbeyleix
Ethna Vesey Breda Guilfoyle /
Laburnum Close, Duwyer
g (née Sheridan)
Fieldbrook, Portlaoise
May Chey Rest S Reace
©ur Qdympathies Are W ith Cheir sfamilies
& J

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

‘ NIALL (CORNELIUS)
‘ DUNNE

Beechfield, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
2nd Anniversary on the 14th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St Peter
& Paul’s Church Tuesday 14th July at 10am.

A golden heart stopped beating
Hard working hands at rest
It broke our hearts to see you go
God only takes the best.

From your loving wife & family.

Also remembering his brother Camillus whose anniversary occurs at this time.

o Rest in Reave ONiall

In Loving Memory of my Precious Son

JAMIE-LEE MOORE

11th Anniversary occurred 10th July 2026.
Qbon

Our time together was short but special,
So were the memories we made,
And although you live in Heaven now,
Those memories will never fade.

I bow my head in silence and remember my son with love,
And I know that you are up there watching from above.
Every day is a struggle, and nothing feels the same
And my heart breaks a little more, every time I hear your name.
You'll always be remembered and time may heal my heart,
But a piece of me is missing since the day we had to part.

If Heaven is for angels, then I know that’s where you'll be,
And I know you will be waiting when Heaven calls for me.
Love and miss you always Jamie-Lee, Mammy xxxxxxxx

Brother

Our hearts have been left broken, since the day you had to go,
And the memories we treasure deatly, are in the tears that still flow,
You're in our thoughts every day, and that’s how it will always be,
For you may be up in Heaven now, but you'll always be with us.
If only we could have the chance to see your face once more,
Or to hear your voice one final time, just like it was before.
Love and miss you Jamie, always and forever,

Ianya, Tirna, Jake and Taylor xxxxxxxx

“Wncle

Holy Angels up above, give our uncle Jamie-Lee a great big hug.
From all your nieces, Kyra,Nelly, Jamie, Loran and Darla
XXXXXXXX

Nphew/ Grandson

Although you sleep in Heaven now, you're not that far away,
our hearts are full of memories and you’re with us every day,
You lived your life with meaning and with a smile upon your face,
A world that was full of happiness is now an empty place.
People say that only time will heal the broken hearts,

But just like us and you, it has been torn apart,

We know you are at peace now and in a place where you are free,
meet us at the pearly gates of Heaven when Heaven calls for us.
Love and miss you always, Aunty Sharon, James, kids,
Nanny Maureen, Margaret, Caroline and boys and uncle
Kevin xxxxxxx

CMay ~amic oo (Rest in Drice 5
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

FRANCES CARROLL

72 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
8th Anniversary occurs
17th July 2026.
Frances’ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Saturday 11th July at 6.30pm.

God looked around His garden and found an empty place,
He then looked down upon the earth and saw your tired face.
He put His arms around you, and lifted you to rest,
God’s garden must be beautiful, He always takes the best.
He knew that you were suffering, He knew you were in pain,
He knew that you would never, get well on earth again.

He saw the road was getting rough, and the hills were hard to climb,
So He closed your weary eyelids, and whispered, ‘Peace be thine’.
It broke our hearts to lose you, but you didn’t go alone,

For part of us went with you, the day God called you home.

Loved and sadly missed by sons & daughters,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law & grandchildren.

My strances (Rest in Reave

CHERISHED MEMORIES OF

CAMILLUS RYAN

Fi
LB O’Moore Place Portlaoise.

6th year away from home on the 17th July &
7th Birthday away from home on the 18th July.

There is a face before us
A voice we’d love to hear
A smile we will always remember

Of a dad we loved so dear.

Always missed by his son_James, daughters Denise, Aileen and
Melissa, daughter and sons-in-law, grandchildren Calum,
Ayla, Joey, Kyler and Millie-Anne and all extended family.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

GERALDINE LEWIS

(NEE BUGGY)

The Heath, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurred 11th July 2026.

Annivérsary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, Sunday 12th July at 9:30am.

Geraldine, they say that time is a healer,
But as time goes on, I seem to find it just as hard
To face the fact, youre gone. And today is the anniversary
Of the day you went away, and I'm standing here at your
Graveside, and believe me when I say; You'll never be forgotten,
And every year I'll shed a tear, but it’s only because I love you,
And wish you were still here.

Always loved and remembered by your loving husband Derek,
children Serena, Rachel & Darragh and grandson Killian xxx

Rest in ' Reace CGeraldine

T

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

GERALDINE LEWIS

(NEE BUGGY)

The Heath, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurred 11th July 2026.

Geraldine there is a face before us,
A voice we would love to hear,
A smile we will always remember,
Of a daughter and sister, we loved so dear.

As days go by without you, and weeks turn into years,
They hold a million memories and hide a million tears,
And when we see your photo, you seem to smile and say,
Don’t cry 'm only sleeping, until we meet some day.

Geraldine you are always in our thoughts and prayers,
Jfrom Daddy, Mammy, Sean, Valerie, Edel and family xxx

Rest in " Reave Geraldine

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

SADIE
COUGHLAN

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.

2nd Anniversary occurs 17th July 2026.

Just a prayer from the family who loved you
Just a memory fond and true.
In our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you.

Sadly missed and always remembered

by her loving family and friends.

My OBadie (Rest S Reave

th

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

EILEEN GRIFFIN

Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

17th Anniversary occurs
16th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Thursday 16th July at 10am.
Our thoughts are ever with you,
Though you have passed away,
And those who have loved you dearly,
Are thinking of you today.

Sadly missed and always loved by

Mary & Tommy, Ger & Olive, Geraldine & Tommy,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and her great-great-granddaughter.

Rest in " Reave Lileen "
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ELIZABETH
ELIZABETH (BETTY) ROWAN
(BETTY) ROWAN

Woodgrove, Portlaoise /
Kilmore West, Dublin.

Woodgrove, Portlaoise / ~% .
Kilmore West, Dublin. 1st Anniversary occurs 14th July 2026.
1st Birthday (her 90th) away from home
1st Anniversary occurs 14th July 2026. occurred 6th July 2026.

1st Birthday (her 90th) away from home

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter and Paul’s

occurred 6th July 2026. Church Sunday 12th July at 12.30pm.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated To Alom

in St. Peter and Paul’s Church Missing your smile, your voice,

Sunday 12th July at 12.30pm. Your sense of humour, your charm,
Moo Your wit, your way of m.al?mg things better.
Mostly just missing you.

You always had a smile to share With love from your daughter Siobhdn, son-in-law Paul,
Time to give and time to share grandchildren Keith & Megan.

A loving nature, a heart of gold
One of the best this would could hold

Sadly missed by your loving daughter Barbara,
Son-in-law Paul and family.

CAtam
May the winds of Heaven blow softly

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

LIAM STYLES

Late of 1 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 15th July 2026.

And whisper in your ear

How much we love and miss you We thought of you today, but that is nothing new,

And wish that you were here. We thought about you yesterday and days before that too.

We think of you in silence, we often speak your name,

Sadly missed by your loving daughter Elizabeth,

Son-in-law David and family. All we have are memories and your picture in a frame.
Your memory is a keepsake from which we will never part,
Chtm God has you in His keeping, but we have you in our hearts.
You did so many things for us Sadly missed, from your niece Helena, Ger and Katelyn
Your heart was kind and true o
When we needed someone we could depend on you
Our hearts are full of memories (Rest in Eﬁd&'ﬂ Kiam

With pride we speak your name

Though life goes on without you

It will never be the same.
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JOHANNA SCULLY

5 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

Sadly missed by your loving son Frank,
daughter-in-law Debby and family.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

KAY DEVOY

Late of Borris Great, Portlaoise.

17th Anniversary occurred
10th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, Sunday 12th July at 12:30pm.
13th Anniversary occurred e Hieh, Sunday Julya p

12¢h July 2026. Loving memories of one so dear,

Treasured still with a love sincere,
In our hearts she is living yet,

We loved her too dearly to forget.

It doesn’t take a special day to bring you to our mind,
For days without a thought of you are very hard to find.

You al ied to d best, h d tender, . . .
v o.u : lw?ls Zl; t(; © yourl eStd youc; ;art was Irue;n ren erb Sadly missed and always remembered by all her loving family.
ou stmply ftved for those you foved, and those you foved to temembet. Also remembering her husband Patrick at this time.

Loved and remembered by all your family and friends. .
y llyour family and Rest in ' Reave ~Johanna

CMay Kay Rest in Rece

th ra
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
EOIN & DYLAN FITZPATRICK

Ballytegan and Clonroosk Abbey, Portlaoise.
Who went to Heaven on 17th July 2023.

Anniversary Mass will be held on
Friday 17th of July at 11:00am
in St Peter’s and Paul’s Church Portlaoise.

To lose a son is to lose a piece of your heart

But love like that never fades

It lives quietly in every memory
In every moment they shaped
With their laughter and light.

They may be gone from our arms

But never from our souls, their love still guides us,
And one day we will hold them again.

Loved by your heartbroken families.
CMay they both Rest Sh " Reave

PORTLAOISE PARISH

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

If you have lost a loved
one there is a confidential
one-to-one support
service available.

To make an appointment

Call 087-9878300
S CHUA
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlacise.
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Contact Matthew
087-2549195

David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superlar guality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlaclse Stone Centre s
guaranteed and carrled out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified eraftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements,

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our e of
headstones and grave
Bocessores.

Ussft 3B Clonminam
Barsingsa Park
Fortiacise, Go. Lacis,
a2 AT

Tel: 057 BoRIISE -
Mohlie: DET 2538930

www.portlacisestone.ie




Portlaoise Parish

Results for
9'" July 2026

(04)(08) (08) (12)

No €14,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMNERS
BAattharar Lulas
Christina Lalor

The Clooney Family
Maurpen 0¥ Keeffe
Anm O Sullivan

Rita Arrigan

Annie & Una Conray
Kathleen Dunne
Denise Brophy
Mary Rreen

Anme & Inck
Lorraine McEvoy
Thie Two Conors
Plarie Hewwey
lamaes Delaney
Br. Blac

Jack Rafier
Thomas Kerry
Jugly Kenmyg
Geralding Delaney
Mary Phelan
Eileen Hayes
Diavid O'Yeara
The Gang

Liarm Eelly

Follow Us
& Like Ug ) rortemererhie=

FMATCH 3= €1,000

25
Match
s
Recoive
€40
each

Play PARISH

LEOLE

DHLIMNE
whwive portinceiapariibh.

’ SiFarianissFan

PROMOTER
Richard Phalan
Richaird Phalan
Paul Doobey
Lotto Om Line
Latta On Line
Muala Arrigan
Lotto Gift
Kathleen Dunme
John Kelly
Chiria Halohsn
Anne Brenman
Parizh Centre
Lizsa O'Erien
Marie Heaviey
Lil Gleasan
Elizabeeth Dowling
Anthony Preston
Michael Kerry
Patar Fyan
Gireg Keanan
Poter Ryan

Paul Doobey
Markbey's Shaop
Paul Dooley
Arn Kielly

Next Week's Jackpot is €15,000

Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55:10-11 Psalm: 64:10-14
Romans 8:18-23 Matthew 13:1-23

Supporting our Parish

Each one must g a5 he or she Nas cechded i (el heat, nol reiuciantly or
sl covnplsion, for God foves & chaamil ghvar

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular doenations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE1ZAIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Denate fackity

FOR YOUR SUPPORT

I Coricdtdam T F

Clergy of the Parish

M=gr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

-

5

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
o Tel: 057 B661605
Fr. Adriano de Dliveira
Tel: 057 8600121
| Wy J
Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

, Deacon Eugene Keyes
LI Tel: 057 8621142

To cantact the Priest on Duly:
Parish Centre du affice hours
9am - Spm  Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency anly Tel: 0BS2134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and gur Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liakson Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

I?_ar_r;_ish ! _t;entre

- "-l-_f.i

o

[
F

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 J 057-8660722
E-mall: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conray

sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
[Sactudy phang stfended prioe o Msce fmes O F BRG] 19)
A&l Masses and services from the Parith Chaerch and
the Heath Church &re live sireamsed on our website

I' LINK UP
lq Maonday ta Thursday
IJ 9am to 5pm
Contact: Mary Schwer
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie
Advertising deadline: Tuesday Spm

PARISH 5HOP
057 8621142 - Caire Scully
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