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AUDIOLOGIST 
HEARING AID 
CCoonnssuullttaanntt  

Patricia Kilmartin 
    B.A.A.T.,M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.I.A.A.  

(36+ years experience with Private &  
Public Sector (H.S.E.)   

  

• Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +  

• Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth 
connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO 
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants 

• Pre–employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests  

• Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro 

• Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.  

• Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)  

 

In Attendance   

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. R32AF58 
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)  

By Appointment Only 

Tel: 057 8692289   Mobile: 085 8568808  

E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie  

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie   

 



4

Fr. Simon Jin with Cavil Dias (living in Cork) and Celine Dias  
and Ciataro Dias, visiting from Goa, India recently. 
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Specialist Foot Care Services

Tel:
085 108 8553

Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment

Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

www.originaltherapies.ie

info@originaltherapies.ie

0831506755

OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.)

Seating Assessments

Book your appointment today

Workplace Assessments

Handwriting Assessments

Sensory Interventions

Assistive Technology

School Visits
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  LLaaooiiss  IInncclluussiioonn  GGaammeess  22002266  
CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  2255  yyeeaarrss  ooff  IInncclluussiioonn  TThhrroouugghh  SSppoorrtt 
As Laois Sports Partnership celebrates 25 years of                 

supporting participation in sport and physical activity 
across County Laois, we are delighted to launch the Laois            
Inclusion Games, taking place from 14th-16th August 2026. 

Building on years of work through the Sport Inclusion              
Disability Programme, and the development of the VIP 

Hub, Ireland’s first dedicated community sports hub               
for athletes with a visual impairment or physical disability, 
the Games represents another important step in creating            
meaningful participation and progression opportunities              

in disability and para sport.  
The Laois Inclusion Games will bring together athletes, 

clubs, coaches, volunteers, families and national governing 
bodies for a weekend that showcases the positive impact             
of inclusive sport and community collaboration. Many              
activities are open to people who would like to try sport          
for the first time, return to activity, or learn more about 

local sporting opportunities.  
We would like to acknowledge the support of People               

First Credit Union, whose Community Champions Award           
funding is helping make this event possible along with               

Vision Sports Ireland, Sport Ireland, participating clubs,             
community partners, coaches and volunteers. Their                

collective support continues to demonstrate what can               
be achieved when organisations work together to make              

sport accessible for everyone.  
FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccaallll  tthhee  tteeaamm  oonn  005577  886677  11224488                            

oorr  cchheecckk  oouutt  llaaooiissssppoorrttss..iiee//vviipphhuubb  
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Community Notices

Religious Notes

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 21ST JULY
Top score: Sheila Duff, 1st Lady: Ann Pearson, 2nd Lady: Paddy Purcell, 1st Gent: Catherine Galvin, 1st Half: Ann Healy, 2nd Half: 
Tied; Mary Gowing & Pauls McEvoy, Raffle: 1st Sean Bennett, 2nd Frances Benn, 3rd Liz Cooper, 4th Catherine Fitzpatrick.

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome, lessons 
available if required; Ctc 086 8812228.
ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September 2nd) enjoy the 
summer.  Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy on Thursdays for July and 
August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.
SOCIAL CHESS CLUB PORTLAOISE Portlaoise for adults only (male and female).  The next chess meetings will be held in Portlaoise 
Library on Saturday 8th August between 1pm - 4pm and it is free. Board games are provided in the library. The Portlaoise Social 
Chess Club website is https://portlaoisechessclub.ie. Chess games are usually held every two weeks in the library, Check the website for 
clarification of dates and times. 
LAOIS DOWN SYNDROME CHURCHGATE COLLECTIONS will be taking place on the weekend of the 25th and 26th of July in 
Portlaoise, The Heath and Ratheniska. 
LAOIS TRADITIONAL SINGERS’ CIRCLE First Thursday of every month. Next session 6th August 2026 . 9pm Humes’ Bar (Tadhg 
Ógs) Portlaoise. Folk songs, sean nós, ballads, stories and recitations welcome. contact Niall 0872313093
SUE RYDER FOUNDATION IRELAND Half Price Summer Sale in our Charity Shop. Our mission is to provide independent living for 
seniors in our community. We have two residences in Laois. We are looking for volunteers to join our team. 
Graiguecullen Bingo Results-Tuesday 28th July 2026, St. Fiacc’s Hal 8.30pm. Jackpot on 48 numbers €6,810. Double number €390. 
Lotto €2,750. Bonus Ball €2,050
SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline poles, rotary clothes-
lines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.
MARY’S MEALS GLOBAL SCHOOL FEEDING CHARITY will hold their annual Step By Step to Feed the Next Child - Walk to Knock 
from 7th to 15th August. Walkers will arrive at Main Street, Portlaoise around 4pm on Saturday 8th August on their way to Knock and 
leave at 8.30am on Sunday 9th August, heading towards Killeigh. Please come out and encourage the walkers, and if you’re able to do so, 
donate in the buckets or visit marysmeals.ie to donate online. It costs just €22 to feed a child for a whole school year, and 11c provides 
one school meal. All donations, big or small, are very welcome.
CHURCH GATE COLLECTION IN AID OF FATIMA INVALID FUND will take place on the weekend of 8th/9th August in Portlaoise, 
Heath, Ratheniska, Emo & Rath and weekend of 29th /30th August in Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Shanahoe, Raheen, Spink & Ballinakill. 
All proceeds will go towards sending assisted pilgrims to Fatima in June 2027.
CHURCH GATE COLLECTION IN AID OF MARY’S MEALS will take place on the weekend of the 1st /2nd August. This is a charity 
feeding and educating over 3 million of the poorest children in third world countries. Your support would be greatly appreciated. For 
further information on Mary’s Meals see page 18.

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.
VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.
LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in prayer and 
service to Our Lady.
COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.  
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.
CONSECRATE YOURSELF TO THE EUCHARIST on the Feast of Our Lady of Knock! Human Life International Ireland will be 
leading a 33 Day Consecration to the Eucharist online with videos uploaded each day. Starting 19th July - 20th August, on the HLI 
Ireland YouTube Channel. You can participate by watching the videos, or get the book “How to Be His” by Fr Jesse Maingot OP.
PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 24TH-28TH AUGUST 2026 Have your loved ones included in our daily 
Mass during our pilgrimage. Mass Bouquets available from Kitty Timmons 087-9506634, Mary Byrne 085-2829231, John Egan 087-
1254841. Any candle requests contact any of the above and we will light them for you in Lourdes. 
THE KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBANUS - Thanks to all who supported so generously our annual Church Gate collection over the 
weekend of 27th/28th June. All monies raised will go towards projects in Co Laois.
OUR LADY OF FATIMA 1ST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS  - 1st August  - in the Old Vestry in St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise at 
8.30am and 3.45pm in Holy Rosary Church, Abbeyleix. 
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BICYCLE REPAIRS & 
CAR TYRES REPAIRED 

Cheapest in Laois
Also car washing

Videography for Weddings

CONTACT 
087-0053578 | 087-7546815

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

Tarmacadam
Kerbing 

Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered 

 TEL: 083 021 1577
   EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

KITCHEN & FURNITURE  
RESPRAYING SERVICE

Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes  

with a respray
Highest quality finishes with  

the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without  

the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured
083 315 3211

www.kukic-hms.ie
FREE COLLECTION OF  

SCRAP METAL
Washing Machines, cookers,  

lawnmowers etc. 
Also Garden sheds cleared,

Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck 

available for hire.
CONTACT RICHARD  

085-252 9893

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	Home improvements and repairs
•	Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	Fence maintenance and repair
•	Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower 

units
•	Furniture assembly and installation

SMALL BUILDING JOBS 
Plastering & Painting  

Gardening & Power Washing 
Also Block Work. 

References on Request &  
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON 
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbing
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

SUE RYDER KILMINCHY 
RECRUITMENT  

Are currently recruiting a 
kitchen staff member to join our 
existing team for weekend work. 

Hours are 10am – 3.30pm 

CONTACT EIMEAR ON 
057 866 8854

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

DELUXE PAINTING & TILING 
Interior Painting & Decoration

Exterior Painting & Spray Painting
Ceramic Tile & Natural Stone Installer 

Laminating Floor, Powerwash & 
Cleaning Service

PH. THOMAS 083-1819693
deluxepaintingtiling@gmail.com

http://deluxe-painting-tiling.
business.site/

HANDYMAN / BUILDER
15yrs Experience in all trades

Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors

Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work

Garden maintenance / Tree cutting / 
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

SB CARPENTRY  
& SONS 

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry

Wardrobes, Flooring etc. 

PH: 087-0624431

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

TEL: 086 378 5327
By appointment only

VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.
8
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PMC HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations
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PORTLAOISE
PARISH

ADVERTISE WITH LINK UP TODAY!

CONTACT 
057 8692154

Helping Local Brands Make a 
BIG IMPACT

Music & Dance
Sensory Experiences
Creative Arts & Crafts
Storytelling
Fun & being yourself  

in partnership 

join us to
Celebrate inclusion,

Creativity 
all abilities and

possibilities 

Saturday 22nd of august 2026
Midlands First Arts and Neurodiversity Festival

visit allabilities.ie or 

(Quiet Time 11am - 12pm)
Location: Old Fort Quarter, Portlaoise
Time: 11am - 5pm

scan the code above  

FreeEntry

supported by
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Now On
SALE

*T&Cs and exclusions apply

www.shaws.ie

Portlaoise

70%
Up to

OFF
INSTORE & ONLINE

 FINAL REDUCTIONS

YOU & YOUR COLLEAGUES WILL BE 
TREATED TO THE FOLLOWING:

Welcome Drinks Reception

4 Course Festive Dinner

Live Entertainment with our Fabulous band and DJ

PARTY 
NIGHTS

S H A R E D  C H R I S T M A S

AVAILABLE DATES 
Saturday, 5th December - Picture Perfect

Saturday, 12th December - The Lol’s

Friday, 18th December - Picture Perfect

 

(057) 863 1200 | thekilleshin.com

€65
per person
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Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

The Ulma Family  

12

I was greatly inspired recently by 
the story of the Ulma family, patrons of 

family life and the unborn child.  In a world 
overshadowed by terror and brutality, the 
story of Józef and Wiktoria Ulma and their six 
young children shines as a beacon of humanity 
and moral clarity. Living in the quiet village of 
Markowa in southeastern Poland during the dark 
years of the Holocaust, the Ulmas epitomized 
the extraordinary courage of ordinary people. 
Risking everything, they sheltered eight Jewish 
neighbours in their modest home, defying the 
oppressive machinery of Nazi Germany. Their 
ultimate sacrifice - losing their lives and those of 
their children - stands as a profound testament 
to the power of empathy and faith in the face of 
unimaginable danger. 
Józef and Wiktoria Ulma were a beacon of 
resilience, intellect, and humanity. Their 
lives, though marked by simplicity, were 
extraordinary in their depth and purpose. Józef, 
born in 1900, was a man of immense curiosity 
and practical genius. He transcended his humble 
beginnings. His interests were vast, ranging 
from horticulture to photography. Wiktoria, 
born in 1912, was equally remarkable. Orphaned 
at a young age, she displayed resilience and a 
zest for life, attending courses at a local Folk 
High School and engaging in cultural activities 
like village theatre. Together, the Ulmas created 
a household filled with love, learning, and faith. 
Parents to six children and expecting a seventh, 
their lives revolved around nurturing not only 
their family but also their community.  
Before the Second World War, Markowa was 
a quiet, close-knit community of about 4,500 
residents, including around 120 Jews. While 
cultural and religious differences meant that 
Polish and Jewish residents lived somewhat 
parallel lives, relations were amicable. Jewish 
families in Markowa primarily engaged in trade 
and farming, their children attending schools 

alongside Polish peers. Religious gatherings 
often took place in nearby Łańcut, at a 

synagogue that likely welcomed the Goldman 
family - the very neighbours the Ulmas would 
later risk everything to protect.  The peaceful 
life of the Ulmas and their neighbours shattered 
with the German invasion of Poland in 1939. 
For the Jewish community of Markowa the 
occupation brought swift and devastating 
oppression. Early restrictions, such as wearing 
the Star of David, escalated into forced labour, 
deportations, and mass executions. By 1942, 
‘Operation Reinhardt’ sought to exterminate the 
Jewish population in the General Government 

area, leaving Jewish families in Markowa 
desperate for refuge.  

Markowa fell under the jurisdiction of brutal 

German and local collaborators. Daily life 
became a litany of terror: curfews, forced 
labour, and deportations were commonplace. 
The Jewish residents, targeted with relentless 
persecution, were subjected to confiscations, 
ghettos, and ultimately, extermination.  The 
Ulmas, known for their kindness and connection 
to local Jewish families, did not hesitate. In 
December 1942, they opened their modest home 
to eight Jews: Saul Goldman, his four sons, two 
daughters, and a young child. For over a year, 
these individuals lived hidden within the Ulmas’ 
home, sharing the family’s meagre resources. 
Such an act of defiance carried the ultimate risk; 
under the German Nazi decrees, anyone aiding 
Jews faced immediate execution, a punishment 
that extended to entire households. 
In the early hours of March 24, 1944, German 
gendarmes and local collaborators arrived at 
the Ulma home. The brutality was swift and 
unrelenting. The eight Jewish individuals 
hiding in the house were executed immediately. 
Józef and Wiktoria were then dragged outside 
and shot. As Wiktoria fell, in the throes of 
childbirth, the executioners made a harrowing 
decision: they would kill the children too. Eight-
year-old Stanisława, six-year-old Barbara, five-
year-old Władysław, four-year-old Franciszek, 
three-year-old Antoni, and 1.5-year-old Maria 
were all executed. In an instant, 17 lives were 
extinguished, including Wiktoria’s unborn 
child.  
The Ulmas were guided by an unshakable faith. 
Their well-worn Bible contained underlined 
passages from the parable of the Good Samaritan 
and the commandment to love one’s neighbour, 
reflecting the principles that shaped their 
actions. These were not mere ideals; they were 
convictions put into practice, even at the cost of 
their lives. Their choice to shelter Jews was an 
act of profound moral courage, rooted in love 
and a sense of shared humanity.  The family’s 
beatification by the Catholic Church in 2023 
underscores their spiritual legacy. While their 
recognition as Righteous Among the Nations 
resonates deeply within Jewish memory, their 
elevation to sainthood amplifies their story 
on a global scale, reminding Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike of the universal values 
they represent compassion, sacrifice, and 
unwavering moral clarity. 
What makes the Ulmas’ story uniquely 
compelling is not just the magnitude of their 
sacrifice but the life they led before their tragic 
end. Józef and Wiktoria were not wealthy, 
educated elites, but rather a humble couple 
driven by intellectual curiosity, strong faith, 
and a sense of communal responsibility. They 
cultivated their farm, raised their children, 

and enriched their village through Józef’s 
photography, ingenuity, and activism. Their 
decision to protect others in a time of extreme 
peril was not born of wealth or privilege but of 
an extraordinary humanity that transcended 
fear.  
The Ulma family’s story transcends national 
and religious boundaries. It is a testament to 
the enduring power of human dignity in the 
face of unspeakable evil.  The Ulmas stand as 
symbols of resistance and humanity during 
one of history’s darkest chapters. Their legacy 
challenges us to reflect on our own capacity for 
courage and compassion.  Today, as their names 
appear in museums, textbooks, and prayers, 
the Ulmas remind the world that even in 
the bleakest times, ordinary people can 
achieve extraordinary heroism. Their 
story is not merely one of martyrdom but 
a beacon of hope and a call to action for future 
generations.  

Prayer to the Ulma Family 

Almighty and eternal God, we thank you for 
the testimony of the heroic love of the spouses 
Józef and Wiktoria with their children,  who 
gave their lives to save persecuted Jews. 
May their prayers and example support 
families in Christian life and help everyone to 
follow the true path of holiness. 
Lord, if it is in accordance with Your will, 
kindly grant me the grace … for which I am 
asking You through their intercession and 
count them among the Blessed. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

BRIGID (CISS) MILLS
Formerly St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
8th Anniversary occurs 25th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & 
Paul’s Parish Church, Saturday 25th July at 6.30pm.

Mammy
We think of you as present,
You’re not part of the past, 

For in life, we loved you dearly,
And in death it still can last.

Sadly missed by all your loving family.

Nanny
When tomorrow starts without you,

We know we’re not far apart,
For every time we think of you,
You’re right here in our hearts. 

With love from your 12 grandchildren.

Rest in Peace Ciss

Our Prayers are asked for 
 those who recently died

Joe Byrne  
Old Knockmay Road, 

Portlaoise  

Michael Phelan 
Ballyroan Rd, Abbeyleix

Maureen O’Keeffe 
(née Dowling) 

Newrow, Abbeyleix

Seamus O’Gorman 
Beechfield, Portlaoise / 

Clonaslee, Co. Laois  

May They Rest In PeaceMay They Rest In Peace
Our Sympathies Are With Their FamiliesOur Sympathies Are With Their Families

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

EMLYN O’REILLY
Late of Liogard.

Whose 1st Anniversary  
occurs 26th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated  
in St. Peter & Paul’s Church on  
Sunday 26th July at 12.30pm.

Of all the special gifts in life, however great or small,
To have you as my son, was the greatest gift of all.

May the winds of love blow softly and whisper in your ear 
“We love and miss you and wish that you were here” 

Deep in our hearts, your life is kept 
To love and cherish not forget. 

No more tomorrows we can share 
But yesterdays are always there. 
A silent thought, a secret tear 
Keeps your memory ever near 

In our hearts forever.

Loved and missed by Mammy & family.

Rest in Peace Emlyn

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

EMLYN O’REILLY
Late of Liogard.

Whose 1st Anniversary  
occurs 26th July 2026.

Just a prayer from the family that loved you, 
Just a memory fond and true,

In our hearts you will live forever 
Because we thought the world of you.  

Deep in our hearts your memory is kept 
To love and cherish and never forget. 
To hear you voice, to see your smile, 

To sit and talk to you awhile,  
To be together in the same old way 
Would be our dearest wish today.

Loved and missed always by Sharon, Anthony,  
Gemma, Gary & the kids.

Rest in Peace Emlyn
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FIRST ANNIVERSARY & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

ANNIE KIRWAN
(NÉE LALOR)

Boley, Abbeyleix. 
Died 30th July 2025.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church  
of the Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix at  
10am on Thursday 30th July 2026.

The family of the late Annie Kirwan would like to  
thank everyone who supported them in their sad loss, 

particularly those who visited, sent mass cards and  
for the many messages of condolences. 

We are incredibly fortunate to have been supported by  
so many caring and compassionate people during  
Annie’s illness especially Catherine and Margaret. 

A special word of thanks to the Staff of  
Abbeyleix Health Centre, Casserly’s Chemist and  

Midlands Regional Hospital, Portlaoise. 

We will be forever grateful to all our relatives and 
neighbours for the many ways they helped us out  
during this difficult time with parking, catering  

and support in numerous other ways. 

A special word of thanks to Fr. Paddy and Fr. Petru  
for their compassion and kindness shown during their  
visits to Boley and particularly during the celebration  

of her Funeral Mass. 

We would also like to thank Abbeyleix Church choir  
for their lovely choice of hymns.

Finally, a special word of thanks to Eamonn Kelly Funeral 
Directors for the respect and kindness shown  

throughout the Funeral celebration.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, 
please accept this acknowledgment as a token of our  

sincere gratitude and appreciation. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered  
for your intentions.

May Annie Rest in Peace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

DIANA ADAMS
Lakeglen, Portlaoise.

3rd Anniversary occurs  
27th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in  
St. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on  

Sunday 26th July 2026 at 12.30pm.

Until we meet again some day
I’ll miss you more than words can say

Forever in our hearts you’ll stay
Loved and remembered every day. 

Sadly missed by your loving husband Dickie, daughters 
Elizabeth, Julie, sons Richie, Joe and Paul.  

Grandchildren Lauren, Aaron, Donnacha, Jessica,  
Carina and Seán xx

Rest in Peace Diana

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

PATRICK (PAT) 
O’CONNOR

Bianconi Way, Portlaoise /  
formerly The Heath. 

Whose 1st Anniversary occurs  
July 25th 2026.

Anniversary Mass - Sunday 26th of July at 9.30am  
in The Heath Church. 

We little knew the day
That God was going to call your name.

In life we loved you dearly
In death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you
But you did not go alone

For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by his daughters 
Claire, Laura and Pauline, brothers Jim and Billy, sister 

Mary, grandchildren, extended family and friends.

Rest in Peace Patrick



15

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

JEAN  
FITZPATRICK

Remembering with so much love our 
dearest Jean on her July birthday.

This day we remember and quietly keep.
“I have lived in the goodness of God” 

Loved always Billy, Carol & Colin, Kenneth & Yvonne,  
Gerard & Michelle, James & Paula,  

grandchildren and greatgrandchild Maisie Jean.

Rest in Peace Jean 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

GERRY ALLEN
Eyne, Portlaoise.

42nd Anniversary occurs  
26th July 2026.

Time unfolds another year
Memories keep you very near

No need for words except to say
You are loved and missed each passing day.

Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by  
Mam and all your family x

May Gerry Rest in Peace 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANNE CLOONEY
Lower Boley, Abbeyleix.

2nd Anniversary occurred  
July 24th 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Brigid’s  
Church, Shanahoe on Sunday 26th July at 12 noon. 

No special day is needed for us to think of you.
For you are someone special

And we thought the world of you.
Sadly missed and always remembered by all 

her loving family and large circle of friends xx.

Rest in Peace dear Anne
in your heavenly home

22ND  ANNIVERSARY

ANTHONY (TONY) 
SAUNDERS

Formerly of 40 Borris Road, Portlaoise.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish 

Church, this Sunday 26th July at 12.30pm.
Wherever we go, whatever we do,

Memories of your love keeps us near to you.
Also remember his brother Denis, recently deceased. 

From your daughter Eilís, son-in-law Ger and  
grandchildren George, Clare, and Trevor.

Rest in Peace Tony

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

AGNES LAWLESS
29 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise. 

28th Anniversary occurs  
28th July 2026.

Will those who think of Agnes today,
A little prayer to Jesus’ say.  

Always remembered and never forgotten by Mick xxx

May Agnes Rest in Peace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

LARRY HEARNS
Church View, Abbeyleix.

22nd Anniversary occurred 
22nd July 2026.

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for other’s needs,

Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind. 

Sadly missed by Mary and family.

Rest in Peace Larry

IN LOVING MEMORY OF  
MY DEAR FATHER

GARRETT KEOGH 
Borris Rd., Portlaoise.

56th Anniversary occurs at this time.

He has gone no further than to God,
And God is very near.

Always Loved and Remembered. 

Your daughter Margaret, son-in-law Oliver  
and grandchildren xx

Rest in Peace Dad
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FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
REMEMBRANCE

EMLYN O’REILLY
Late of Liogard.

Whose 1st Anniversary  
occurs 26th July 2026.

One year has passed since you left us,
Yet not a day goes by that you are not in our thoughts.

The sadness of your absence is softened only by the love, 
laughter and precious memories you left behind.

Though we cannot see you,  
We carry you with us always in our hearts,  

In our prayers, and in the moments that remind us of you.
May God hold you gently in  

His loving embrace until we meet again.

Forever loved, deeply missed, and always remembered.
Lovingly remembered by Zeta, Sean, Ella and Cian.

May Emlyn Rest in Peace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF A DEAR 
HUSBAND WHO PASSED AWAY 

DANNY O’LOUGHLIN
152 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise. 

4th Anniversary occurs  
2nd August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in  
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on  

Saturday 1st August at 6.30pm. 
Silent thoughts, a secret tear, 

A constant wish that you were here,
No need for words except to say,
We love and miss you everyday.

Always loved and never forgotten by your loving wife Margaret x

Dad
Just a prayer from the family who loved you,

Just a memory fond and true,
In our hearts you will live forever,

Because we thought the world of you.
Grandad

Of all the special gifts in life, however great or small,  
to have you as our granddad was the greatest gift of all. 

Sadly missed by your loving sons, daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, 
grandchildren, extended family and many friends x 

Rest in Peace Danny

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOE CAMPBELL 
Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

25th Anniversary occurs at this time.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish 
Church, Sunday, July 26th at 11:15am.

Our thoughts are ever with you though you have passed away, 
And those who have loved you dearly are thinking of you today.

Loved and remembered by all his loving family.

Rest in Peace Joe 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

FINTAN KEEGAN
2 Green Road, Portlaoise.

4th Anniversary occurs 31st July 2026.

A whisper on a July evening,
You heard a gentle call, 

You took the hand of Jesus  
And gently left us all.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by Mary and family,  
Kay and family, nieces and nephews.

Rest in Peace Fintan
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

DENIS (DINNY) 
SAUNDERS

‘Rosedene’ Mountrath Road, Portlaoise.

Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Church on Sunday 2nd August at 10am. 

Those we love don’t go away 
They walk beside us every day 

Unseen, unheard but always near,  
Still loved, still missed and very dear.

Sadly, missed and always remembered by your loving family and friends.

Rest in Peace Dinny

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

BERNADETTE  
MITCHELL 

17 River Court, Portlaoise and  
formerly 4 Stradbally Rd., Portlaoise.

5th Anniversary away from home on 21st July 2026.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.

Sadly missed by her loving  family. 

Rest in Peace Bernadette
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

GERRY MURPHY
St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

The family of Gerry Murphy wish  
to express a heartfelt thanks to  

everyone who supported us  
following our recent bereavement. 

We are deeply grateful to all our relatives, friends, 
neighbours and colleagues who attended the funeral, sent 
Mass cards, sympathy cards, flowers, messages and offered 

their kindness and support during  
this difficult time. 

Thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Ryan and Mrs. Sweeney for  
saying the Rosary on the Sunday evening. 

A special word of thanks to the palliative care team 
especially Sarah, for the exceptional care, compassion  

and assistance.

We would like to thank Keegan’s Funeral Directors for 
their professionalism throughout.  

A special word of thanks to Hughes Pharmacy and the 
Cedar Clinic for their great care to Gerry.  

Thank you also for the guard of honour provided from the 
Church to the graveyard by some of his Medjugorje friends.  

To the celebrants, Fr. Simon & Fr. John, we thank you. 
Also thank you to Heather Fogarty for the beautiful music. 

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, 
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our 
sincere thanks and appreciation. The Holy Sacrifice of  

the Mass will be offered for your intentions.

Gerry’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter  
& Paul’s Church on Saturday 25th July at 6.30pm.

Rest in Peace Gerry

MONTH’S MIND REMEMBRANCE OF

MARGARET  
(PEGGY) MORRIS

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.
Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated in  

St. Peter & Paul’s Church on  
Thursday 30th July 2026 at 10am.

Deep in our hearts you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day. 
From her loving family & friends. 

Rest in Peace Peggy

A Special Memory
of your Loved One
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Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time 
1 Kings 3:5,7-12 

Psalm: 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130 
Romans 8:28-30 

Matthew 13:44-52 
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