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AUDIOLOGIST 
HEARING AID 
CCoonnssuullttaanntt  

Patricia Kilmartin 
    B.A.A.T.,M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.I.A.A.  

(36+ years experience with Private &  
Public Sector (H.S.E.)   

  

• Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +  

• Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth 
connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO 
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants 

• Pre–employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests  

• Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro 

• Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.  

• Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)  

 

In Attendance   

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. R32AF58 
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)  

By Appointment Only 

Tel: 057 8692289   Mobile: 085 8568808  

E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie  

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie   
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Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF8

 045 433569
Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

  057 8634050

Your Complete Print
& Marketing Partner

Powering Your Brand Through Print & Marketing

Trusted by:

...Leading Irish Businesses






Services
Design & Branding
Books & Manuals

Signage & Displays
Branded Merchandise

Labels & Packaging
Pick & Pack Solutions

�  Nationwide Service – 32 Counties

We don't just print – 
we reduce your costs,

streamline your suppliers,
and elevate your brand.

mochuaprint.ie

 

057 863 1200  |  weddings@thekilleshin.com

AT THE KILLESHIN HOTEL
Weddings
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Specialist Foot Care Services

Tel:
085 108 8553

Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment

Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

Renew our spirit of Love, Forgiveness & Peace

W W W . M A R I A N . I E

Licenced by the Irish Aviation Authority 
TO142

GROUP PILGRIMAGE SPECIALISTS
(01) 878 8159   |  (028) 95680005 

38 - 3 9  P e a r s e  S t r e e t ,  D u b l i n  2

Avellino, San Giovanni 
Rotondo & Pompeii
Direct flight from Shannon

25th August - 1st September, Half Board
1 night in Avelino, 4 nights in San Giovanni Rotondo
& 2 nights in Pompeii

San Giovanni Rotondo & Assisi

From Dublin 
29th August  - 4th September

4 nights, San Giovanni Rorodno , Full Board
3 nights, Assisi, Half Board 

For more information contact Marian Pilgrimages or visit our website.

€1,275pps €1,385pps

800th Anniversary of the Death of St. Francis of Assisi

www.originaltherapies.ie

info@originaltherapies.ie

0831506755

OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.)

Seating Assessments

Book your appointment today

Workplace Assessments

Handwriting Assessments

Sensory Interventions

Assistive Technology

School Visits
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Community Notices

Religious Notes

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 30TH JUNE
Top score: Mary Gowing. 1st Lady: Ann Pearson. 2nd Lady: Lena Kelly. 1st Gent: Tom Gowing. 2nd Gent: Mary Delaney. 
1st Half: Margaret Flanagan 2nd Half: Frank Keenan. 13 Tricks: L. Kelly & C. Galvin.

Raffle: 1st Bridie Kennedy, 2nd Catherine Galvin, 3rd Bernie Cahill, 4th Catherine Fitzpatrick. 

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome, 
lessons available if required; Ctc 086 8812228.
ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September 
2nd) enjoy the summer.  Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy 
on Thursdays for July and August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.
SOCIAL CHESS CLUB PORTLAOISE for adults only (male and female). The next chess meetings will be held in Portlaoise 
Library on Saturday 4th July between 1 pm and 4pm and it is free. Board games are provided in the library. The Portlaoise 
Social Chess Club have a website and it  is https://portlaoisechessclub.ie. Chess games are  usually held every two weeks in the 
library, Check the  website for clarification of dates and times.
GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO  Tuesday 7th July 2026 St . Fiaccs Hall@ 8.30pm, Jackpot on 48 numbers € 6,420, Double 
Number € 2,140. Lotto € 2,600, Bonus Ball € 1,900.
FOURTH WALL LAOIS THEATRE If you would like to be part of this very talented group in an ACTING ROLE we would 
love to hear from you - Male & Female ACTORS of all ages are welcome to contact us. Ph. Kevin: 087-9614235 or follow us 
on Facebook. 
KILDARE ANIMAL FOUNDATION OPEN DAY Sunday 12 July at 1pm, at the shelter in Kildare Town R51 YE00. Plants, 
Antiques, Crafts, Bottle Stall, Toys, Books, Cakes, Pet gifts, Clothes, Hotdog Stall, S’mores and much, much more including 
craft and music activities for the kids. FREE ADMISSION Plenty of parking. NO DOGS allowed (as it upsets the resident 
animals at the shelter). Please join us for a fun family day out amongst our beautiful, rescued animals.

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.
VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the Par-
ish Church.
LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come  
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.
COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.  
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.
EMMANUEL HOUSE CLONFERT H53 E5N6 Day of Prayer with Healing Service led by Eddie Stones & Team. Sat. 4th 
July 11am-4pm. Adoration, talks, music, confession, Holy Mass. Bring a packed lunch. 
FIRST FRIDAY ROSARY at the Grotto: Friday 3rd July at 8pm.
FIRST SUNDAY ROSARY next Sunday 5th July at the Shrine at Top Square at 2.30pm
PORTLAOISE PARISH LOURDES COMMITTEE Our Thanksgiving Mass will take place on Saturday 11th July in the Portlaoise 
Parish Church at 10am celebrated by Fr Petru. We look forward to seeing you all there. All who won prizes please collect them after Mass.
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TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

SB CARPENTRY  
& SONS 

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry

Wardrobes, Flooring etc. 

PH: 087-0624431

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

Tarmacadam
Kerbing 

Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered 

 TEL: 083 021 1577
   EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbinvg
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

HANDYMAN / BUILDER
15yrs Experience in all trades

Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors

Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work

Garden maintenance / Tree cutting / 
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	Home improvements and repairs
•	Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	Fence maintenance and repair
•	Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower 

units
•	Furniture assembly and installation

BICYCLE REPAIRS & 
CAR TYRES REPAIRED 

Cheapest in Laois
Also car washing

Videography for Weddings

CONTACT 
087-0053578 | 087-7546815

KITCHEN & FURNITURE  
RESPRAYING SERVICE

Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes  

with a respray
Highest quality finishes with  

the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without  

the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured
083 315 3211

www.kukic-hms.ie

FREE COLLECTION OF  
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,  
lawnmowers etc. 

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck 

available for hire.
CONTACT RICHARD  

085-252 9893

SMALL BUILDING JOBS 
Plastering & Painting  

Gardening & Power Washing 
Also Block Work. 

References on Request &  
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON 
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

RELIABLE WOMEN 
Available for House, Windows & 

Office Cleaning 
Own Transport 

3 years work experience.

TEL: 087-6608389

8
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GARDENER 
AVAILABLE 

20 years experience
Garda Vetted

Cutting Hedges, Lawns
Removal of all cuttings 

PH. 089-4414286

FOR SALE 
2 Large PVC Double Glazed 

Windows 

Suitable for a garage or shed 

CONTACT (057) 8622248 
AFTER 6PM

PMC HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

ROSARY AT THE 
MARIAN SHRINE

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

JULY 5TH

TOP SQUARE 
2.30PM

9
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www.shaws.ie

Now On
SALE 50%

Up to

OFF

*T&Cs and exclusions apply

Portlaoise

INSTORE & ONLINE

www.shaws.ie
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Date:  Monday 6  July 2026th

Time:  5 pm - 9 pm

Venue:  St. Joseph’s Church, Bridge Street,
Mountmellick, Co. Laois
Eircode: R32 DV27

Contact: Margaret +35387 2312066  
                    Oonagh +35386 1736181  

Inner Healing Retreat 
6  July 2026th

St. Joseph’s Church -
Mountmellick, Co. Laois

Faith Formation based on the teachings of the Catholic Church 
and Inner Healing Adoration  

Led by: Fr. Prince Clarence SJ

Programme: Rosary, Talk, Mass, Inner Healing Adoration

Confessions: Available before Mass if you have not attended 
in the past week

Email: ruachministry5@gmail.com      Website: www.ruachcatholicministry.org



14

Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website www
.port

laois
epar

ish.ie

A Saintly Addict

14

Addiction is a lived reality for many 
good people. The life story of an Irish man 

and his recovery is an inspirational one. Matt 
Talbot was born May 1856 in Dublin Ireland. 
He was one of twelve children, six of whom lived 
to adulthood. His father was a heavy drinker 
and, as a result, the family grew up in poverty. 
Typical of his era, Matt spent just one year at 
school. There was no compulsory education, 
and he was unable to read or write. He entered 
the workforce at age twelve, employed by E & J 
Burke, a firm which bottled beer. His drinking 
began with taking the dregs from the bottom of 
bottles, which had been returned. Within two 
years, he graduated to whiskey and by the time 
he was sixteen, he came home drunk regularly. 
By the time he was in his twenties, he spent all 
his wages and spare time in O’Meara’s Pub. As 
far as the neighbours in that area of Dublin were 
concerned, Matt Talbot was a habitual drunk. 
Today with our understanding of the illness of 
alcoholism there is little doubt that he was already 
a chronic alcoholic. Drink had become Matt’s only 
interest in life. When his wages were spent, he 
borrowed and scrounged for money. He pawned 
his clothes and boots. He supplemented his wages 
by doing extra work after hours. Among other 
things he minded horses outside a tavern, while 
the owners enjoyed themselves inside. The tips he 
received bought him more drink. He became a 
thief, once stealing a fiddle from a blind man. On 
Saturday he would come home with just a shilling 
from his wages for his mother. His life had become 
unmanageable. His drinking companions had 
several hobbies: swimming, playing cards, and 
girlfriends. Matt had only one – alcoholic drink. 
By the time he was twenty-eight, he was well on 
the road to self-destruction, when a traumatic 
incident changed his life. On a Saturday 
morning in 1884, he waited outside O’Meara’s 
without a penny in his pocket. He had been 
unemployed that week. His problem, he told 
himself, would be quickly solved. When he 
had money, he shared it generously with his 
drinking friends. Therefore, he reasoned, they 

would not reject him in his misfortune. But 
they did. One by one, they passed him. Some 

greeted him; others ignored him. Perhaps 
he had scrounged money from them too often, 
but they left him standing on the corner. Matt 
Talbot was stunned and shocked. Years later, he 
said that he was “cut to the heart.” But it was 
a moment of grace. After some time thinking 
about his problem, he realized that he was 
totally enslaved to drink. He made his way 
home slowly. His mother was preparing the 
mid-day meal when he arrived. In nineteenth-
century Ireland it was common for someone 
who wished to stop drinking to take a solemn 
pledge before a priest to abstain for a period of 

time. Mrs. Talbot could not believe her eyes 
when Matt came home sober on that fateful 

Saturday morning. “Ma, I’m going to take 

the pledge for life,” he said. He headed off to a 
nearby seminary where the priest persuaded 
him that he should take the pledge for ninety 
days only. 
Those three months were sheer hell. We 
understand today the withdrawal symptoms of 
addiction, but in 1884 Matt Talbot had no one 
to share his suffering - the hallucination, the 
depression and nausea. But he had an iron will, 
a rock-like stubbornness that stood him well 
down through the years. “I know that I will drink 
again when the three months are up,” he would 
remark to his mother. To fill in the time he used 
to spend in O’Meara’s, Matt went for a walk every 
evening after work. During one of those walks 
his resolution almost broke. He passed Bushe’s 
Public House about a mile from his home just 
as it opened. He caught the strong smell of beer 
and saw the crowded bar. The barman was busy 
serving the local men, and he paid little attention 
to this stranger waiting at the counter. Matt 
felt humiliated for the second time within a few 
weeks. Deeply hurt, he stormed out of the bar 
down the street and into a Jesuit Church. That 
evening he made another resolution, never to 
carry money with him. He kept that resolution for 
the rest of his life. 
Dropping into a Church to rest during his walks 
became a habit. Matt was neither fit nor religious-
minded. He grew tired quickly and since he could 
not rest in a Tavern or sit down on a public street, 
a church provided the haven he sought. Gradually 
he began to pray, to ask God to help him. To find 
the strength to remain sober he decided to attend 
Mass every morning before work and to receive 
Holy Communion. This was very unusual in the 
1880’s when the average good layman went to Mass 
just on Sunday and received Holy Communion 
only at Easter and Christmas. At the end of three 
months, Matt took the pledge to abstain from 
alcohol for six months and finally took it for life. 
Matt Talbot now turned all his effort to 
increasing his union with God and developing 
his life of prayer. The strict ascetical life of the 
early Irish monks attracted him. Their love 
of prayer with the emphasis on penance and 
humility, and manual labour dedicated to 
God, appealed to him. He turned to a Jesuit 
Father, Father James Welshe to help him. His 
austere daily program may shock us today in 
an affluent society that demands comfort. He 
allowed himself just four or five hours sleep 
at night and arose about 5 a.m. to prepare for 
early Mass. Then he would return home for 
breakfast. Afterwards he would set off for work 
in the lumberyard of T. & C. Martin. He was 
a conscientious worker. Many years later, one 
of his former foremen described him as “the 
best worker in Dublin” who was often chosen 
to set the pace for others. But at a time when 
Dublin labourers were often exploited, he was 
not a “bosses” man. He had learned to read and 

write and was quite ready to discuss the rights 
of workers. Since he was a member of many 
religious associations, he attended a meeting 
almost every evening. When he came home 
about 9 p.m. or 10 p.m., it was time for his 
spiritual reading. His spiritual reading ended 
about 1 a.m., and he retired for four hours rest 
before beginning his daily routine again. He 
did not go to work on Sunday but went to one 
of the City Churches and would kneel in an 
obscure corner from the first Mass at 6 a.m. 
until mid-day. 
Despite his austerities, Matt was a small tough 
man – “as strong as a little horse”, according 
to a fellow worker. He had an iron will and a 
constitution to match. Neither the other workers 
in T. & C. Martin’s, nor the fellow dockers on 
Dublin’s waterfront had an idea that he 
was leading a life modelled on the early 
Irish monks. He was a happy little man, 
although more silent than others. “Matt smiled at 
everything except a dirty joke,” a friend remarked. 
But many workers knew about his generosity. 
Matt lent them money to buy clothes or shoes for 
their children or to pay overdue rent. 
Matt Talbot died suddenly from a heart 
attack in Granby Lane on the way to Mass on 
Sunday, June 7th, 1925. He was buried in what 
was virtually a pauper’s grave in Glasnevin 
Cemetery a few days later. The story of his 
life came to light because when his body was 
undressed, three chains were discovered 
wrapped around it. Inquiries disclosed that he 
practiced a devotion known as the slavery to 
Mary. The underlying idea was that a person 
who considered himself a spiritual slave to 
the mother of God would remain close to her 
and to Jesus, her son. The devotion included 
wearing one fine, loose chain. It was typical of 
Matt Talbot to wear three. 
In 1972 his remains were removed to a tomb in 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Sean McDermott 
Street.  In 1975 the Holy See conferred the title 
“Venerable” on him, which means that from a 
purely human point of view, Matt Talbot has 
the qualifications of a Saint. If this Opinion is 
confirmed by the Miracles required by Canon 
Law, he will be canonized. 
The celebrated “Serenity Prayer” is a powerful 
source of healing for all who live with addiction. 
“God, grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference”.  
May our pathway be level and smooth.
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Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

Joseph ( Joe) 
Delaney  

Castlecoole, Ballinakill 

Denis (Dinny) 
Saunders   

Mountrath Rd., Portlaoise 

Josephine Pettener 
(née Tierney)    

Old Knockmay, Portlaoise  

Daniel Cass 
Balladine, 
Abbeyleix

Gerry Murphy 
St. Brigid’s Place, 

Portlaoise 

Margaret (Peggy)
Morris 

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise

Tommy Courtney 
The Heath,
Portlaoise 

Tara Peters  
USA

late Portlaoise

May They Rest In PeaceMay They Rest In Peace
Our Sympathies Are With Their FamiliesOur Sympathies Are With Their Families

In Loving Memory of

GERARD (GERRY) BRENNAN
Late of 41 St. Brigid’s Place and Scotland.

5th Anniversary occurs 
Tuesday 8th July 2026

Just a prayer from the family that loved you, 
Just a memory fond and true, 

In our hearts you will live forever, 
Because we thought the world of you.

Deep in our hearts your memory is kept,
To love and cherish and never forget.

To hear your voice, 
To see your smile,

To sit and talk to you awhile,
To be together in the same old way,
Would be our dearest wish today.

Loved, missed and remembered always 
by Mam Mena, 

brother Paul and family, 
sisters Angela, Marie and their families, 

extended relatives and friends and 
all your loving family in Scotland.

Rest in Peace Gerry
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOHN EGAN
6 New Terrace, 

Dublin Road, Portlaoise.

4th Anniversary occurs 6th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on 

Saturday 4th July at 6.30pm.

There’s always a place for you in our hearts, 
that way we’ll never really be apart.

Sadly missed, loved & remembered by his 
loving wife Anne, son Adrian, daughter Karen, 

daughter-in-law Janice, grandsons Adam & Caleb, 
granddaughter Chloe and sisters Kathleen and Hilda.  

Rest in Peace John

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

TOM & 
MARGARET 

(PEG) 
MCEVOY

3 Green Mill Lane, Portlaoise.
ALSO 

ANNIE (NAN) MCDONALD
Ridge Road, Portlaoise.

Many years have passed yet 
your presence lingers in quiet ways.

In memories we hold in love that never fades
Gone from our sight, but never from our hearts

Also remembering deceased members of 
the McDonald and McEvoy families  

May they rest in Peace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

GERALDINE LEWIS
The Heath, Portlaoise.

7th Anniversary occurs
11th July 2026.

 Geraldine, we shared some laughs, 
we shared some tears, 

but best of all we shared great years. 
No more tomorrows for us to share, 

but yesterday’s memories will always be there.
 

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by her mother-in-law 
Trisha, sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, nieces, nephews.

Also remembering her father-in-law, Teddy Lewis  

Rest in Peace Geraldine

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JIM QUIGLEY
Dublin Road, Portlaoise.

3rd Anniversary occurs 13th July 2026
 Your life was one of kindly deeds,

A helping hand for other’s needs,
Sincere and true in heart and mind,

Beautiful memories left behind
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 

Parish Church, on Sunday 12th July at 12.30pm.
 

Loved and sadly missed by his loving wife Maude, daughters 
Michelle and Anne, son-in-law Seamus and grandchildren 

Emma and David.  

Rest in Peace Jim

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOHN MAHER
Kilmoney North, Rathangan,

Co Kildare

Formerly of Rathevan,
Portlaoise, Co. Laois

1st Anniversary occurred 2nd of July 2026
Anniversary Mass Sunday 5th July at 10am 

in St Peter & Paul’s Church
A devoted Father, a true family man who loved his wife 

and two little boys with all his heart.

In life we loved you dearly, 
in death we love you still.

Always in our hearts and never forgotten 
by the Maher & Power families.

PORTLAOISE
PARISH

Advertise with Link Up
TODAY!

Contact
057 8692154

Helping Local Brands 
Make a 

BIG IMPACT
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SAND
GRAVEL
DECORATIVE STONE
TOPSOIL
BARK MULCH
COMPOST
and much more.

WWW.KYLECON.IE
Visit Our Website Call us on

085 7020537

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A Special Memory
of your Loved One
A Special Memory

of your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved One
A Special Memory

of your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved One
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30 Years Hard Labour! 
A significant milestone was reached in the Parish 
this week as Michelle Bartley celebrates 30 years as 
Parish Secretary having begun her role on 1st July 
1996. From the PP's house to the Old Parochial 
house and in 2005 to the Parish Centre, Michelle 
has been at the centre of it all. 

For three decades, Michelle has been the welcom­
ing face and reassuring voice of the parish. Through 
countless phone calls, meetings, celebrations, and 
times of joy and sorrow, she has served our parish 

f' community with dedication, kindness, efficiency, 
1 and good humour.

Much of what happens in parish life passes through 
reception at the Parish Centre and Michelle is at 
the heart of it all. Her commitment, professional­
ism, and genuine care for people have made her a 
tremendous blessing to our parish. Her work makes 
an impact that is felt every day by parishioners, vis­
itors, and clergy alike. 

We offer :Jvlicfie{[e our sincere gratitude for tfiirty years of faitfrju{ service and 

wisfi lier every 6Cessing for tfie years afiead. 

Portlaoise Parish Lourdes Pilgrimage 2026 
Our Thanksgiving Mass will take place on Saturday 11th July in the Portlaoise Parish Church at 10am

celebrated by Fr Petru. We look forward to seeing you all there. 
All who won prizes please collect them after Mass. 
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