PORTLAOISE Twentieth Sunday
PARISH in Ordinary Time

lin

i6th August 2026

Our Lady of Knock,
Pray for us.

The Feast of Our Lady of
Knock 1= celebrated tomorrow
{(17th Auvgust)

#r.% i-'«#’mﬁrﬁ Durmﬂf Ifnur.:‘lr

Lnumn Hafﬁar -n-f I@.gsﬂ,_',r_nu stood in sm! nt Faith

L --Z-".."'.,, = ..-c,h
AN £ui -r_l.-.":ﬂ':q.'T:i-'.l.-_.': :"‘::-_-:'_'. _l.lt_-ln.;‘“ '_ 1
ok :11-"" o b e ﬁ..‘x-"" .

a fofir o T [~ -\.l"'l'"-' Ig-

by r- T r
.—.“.'*“‘ “"“‘-f.-."“"-wm SRRl ~"'a.;~--,," =y
p
.- %ﬂ
n’

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 k¥ @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie 2 Like 0 fb.com/portlaciseparishlacis ﬁ
' fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Salvation for All?

Just when we thought that Jesus' love
was all embracing and all
compassionate, he shocks us by
behaving in & way that can only be
described as harsh and unfeeling. In
today's gospel Jesus 1s approached by
a Canaanite woman, who peslers him
to cure her daughter. ‘Canaanite’ was
the name given to the clder inhabitants of lsrael who were
dispossessed as unclean by Jesus' own people. Jesus would not

he has been sent only fo the lost sheep of the House of Israel ...
this woman is therefore nol his problem! Could Jesus really have
held this harsh opinion, or was he testing his disciples?

The Canaanite woman continues to pester. She has great faith that
Jesus will eventually give in and cure her daughter. Again Jesus
responds harshly. “It is not right to take the children's food and
throw it to the dogs..." In cther words, only Jews had a night to be
trealed as ‘children of God'. The Gentiles on the other hand are
ikenad to ‘dogs’. This opinion seems even less like the Jesus we

disciples’ undersianding of God's boundaries, or rather, lack of.
When we first read the Bible we get the feeling that God is simply
there for the 'Children of Israel’ or the Hebrew Nation, but the truth
is that God does nol imit his promises to just certain categories of
people. The story finishes with Jesus rewarding the woman's faith
with a cure. At first it might appear that Jesus is giving in lo ‘pester
power’, though it is much more likely that Jesus had decided from
the very outsel that he would help this woman. In awarding a cure,
Jesus is showing his disciples and us, that faith has the power to
melt boundaries and prejudice. Even today we probably imagine
God's salvation s for a select few, but today's story leaches us that
salvation is there for anyone and everyone who places their trust in
God.

Jesus then answered the Canaanite woman:
“You have great faith Cet your wish to granted.’

have been expected to fratemise with such a woman. True o |55
expectation, Jesus does not respond lo the woman, explaining that | | 5

Mass times for the coming week
[Partsh Chisrch or otheredse stated)

Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
6.30pm {Sarnday)
8.30am, 10am, 11 15am & 12 .30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CRO5S, RATHEMISEA
Sunday: 10am

COMFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.
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The Queenship
of Mary

; Saturday 22nd May

During the Middle Ages, Mary
was venerated as queen of
the angels and saints. Pope
Pius XII prescribed the Memerial for the universal
Church at the close of the Marian Year 1955, It ks
placed on this date bto stress the connéection of
Mary's Queenship wikh the Assumption.

know! Much more likely is the notion that Jesus is siretching his R

We welcome into our Parish Community '

Ezra Meszaros, Blossom Court
Aliseca Mane Gresne Finlay, O'Moars Place
Zayd Charles Dsouza, Maryborough Village
Tadgh David Maher, Laurel Drive
Paidi Philip Maher, Laurel Drive
Who was baptised last weekend.

Thought for the day [?'a'l
As you show love and concem in the Iftle things, you
will have mane lowe o give and mone love 1o enjoy. 1-1-1-—-

- The Feast of Our Lady of ]
ek Knock is calebrated each

year on 17th August.

| This year, it falls during the |
" National Novena at Knock|

~ Shrine  (13=21  August),
. making it one of the most|
significant days of the

- theme is
"Sheltered in God's Love." |
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Bishop Nulty has announced the Kildare & Leighlin diocesan clergy changes for 2026.
HighSighted are changes affecting Portlsolsefibbeylels) Ballinakilf Rabeen and priests who have served in Portlsolve previously.
Fr. Tom Dooley, PP Portarlington & Emo to retire.
Fr. Yanbo Chen, SVD CC, The Cathedral Parish, recalled by the SVD Order,
Fr. Theodore [Theo) Tomasik, SVD CC, The Cathedral Parish, recalled by the SVD Order.
Fr. Erik Ebot, SVD CC, Portlacise, recalled by the SVD Order.
Fr. Eugen Dragas Tamas, CC, Portarlington & Eme returning to lasi Dipcese in Romania.
Fr. Ciprian Matei, CC, Portlacise returning to Bucharest Archdiccese in Romania.
Fr. Joe O'Neill, PP, Kill to take sabbatical leave.
Fr. David Vard PP Stradbally taking personal leave of absence with my full support.
Fr. Pat Hughes, PP, Myshall & Clonegal, to bacome PP, Portarlington & Emo.
Fr. Andy Leahy, CC, Myshall & Clonegal, to becoma PP Myshall & Clonegal
Fr. Yohan Fernando, CC, Naas, Sallins and Two-Mile-House, to bacorme Adm., Kill
iwhile remaining part of the feam in Naas, Sallins and Two-Mile-House Pastoral Area).
Fr. Piotr Jakubiak, Polish Chaplain, to become CC in the Portarlington Mountmellick Pastoral
Area, (while continuing o support the Palish community).
Fr. Petru Medves, CC, Abbeyleix, Ballinakill & Raheen, to become also CC, Portlagise.
The three curates in Portlaoise (Fr. Adriano de Qliveira, Fr. Simon Jin and Fr. Petru Medwves) will
assistin ministry in the wider Pastoral Area.
As previously announced (which came into effact on 1= August):
Fr. Sean Maher, PP Balyna, appointed to the staff of the Saminary, 5t. Patrick's College Maynooth,

“The times we are living in require us not only to experience change, but to accept it.” — Pope Francis

Change is rarely easy, particularly when it affects familiar arrangements and people
who have served us faithfully. The diocesan changes announced for 2026 will have a
real impact on the parishes in our pastoral area as we move from five priests to four
in Portlaocise and the loss of a resident Curate in Abbeyleix. This will inevitably
require adjustment, greater cooperation and a willingness to do some things
differently. Accepting all the changes of life there are realities which do not change
and which have their foundation in Christ. Our structures may alter, but our mission

remains the same: to worship God, to proclaim the Gospel and to care for one
another,

Fr. Ciprian Matei who has been with us for the past almost 7years is
returning to his home Diocese of Bucharest in Romania. We are very
grateful for his service to our Parish. A gifted musician and choir
conductor, his contribution to our music ministry and to our schools is
greatly appreciated. We thank you Fr. Ciprian.

-

Fr. Ciprian

Fr. Erick Ebot, SVD, has been with us for the past 3 years. A native
of Indonesia he is a priest of the Divine Word Missionaries who has
been assigned by them to the Irish Mission. They have an SVD parish
in Dublin, Blanchardstown, where Erick has been reassigned as a Cu-
rate. Blanchardstown’s gain is our loss. Thank you Fr. Erick for your
time and service to our parish.

Fr. Peter Medves a priest of the Diocese of Bucharest in Romania

has served in a number of parishes in our Diocese and for the past 6

Years as Curate in Abbeyleix. He is well known to us and lived for a

period in the former Curates house, Dublin Rd. He has assisted in our

parish particularly as Organist for our choir. He will now reside at 4

Fr. Petru Bridge Street. We welcome him among us as Curate in Portlaocise and
the wider Pastoral area.




ULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Special

Now Only
€22.99kg

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

e,

m‘ Full Range Of Fresh ~~~x F | S H .oc. Available 7 days a week!

HMulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's SuperValu. Phone D57 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST 1+ A Laois Physiotherapy
HEARING AID -2 3 Clinic

Consultant = | T live life physically well

Patricia Kilmartin

B.A.A.T.,M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.L.A.A. | J

(36+ years experience with Private & JOHN SUGRLIE ®5c Msc Aisre NICOLA CALDEECK &% AfEr MAACF
Public Sector (H.S.E.) COMNOR BOLTOMN ese seseamsce  CONOR HORAMN nsc st susce

CILLLAN BERGIN 8 pisr sMisce
+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +

+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth - _lanlsph?smtheramrt:!m .

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO @ 087 666 4808
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

+ Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests A L L E LA S.E E S F D R Eﬂz‘ﬁ

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro
in Clinic:

Senior exercise class Tues, al 11am
Online Pilates every Wed. at 9.30am
Osteoporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In A.H'endance Osteoporosis class every Thurs. at 4pm
10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) In Parish Centre

Mon. mom. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am
Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm
Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

+ Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)

By Appointment Only

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE
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LA THERAPIES

. OCCUPATIONAL
— CAFE & H]'i-TH.{]— | _:-._.__‘_ TH ERAPY

-

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,

CATE R l e F D R . older adults and children improve
ALL OCCASIONS o, ; safety, independence, and

everyday function with clear,

% Frm ansdexseal D ) ;
SRR R practical recommendations.

) beripuels meTEs, ST G
e prland b G voder papad

gy, L Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

! Faneralu » Privess Faomes

v/ Housing Grant Reports v/ Handwriting Assessments
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.) v/ Sensory Interventions

1/ Seating Assessments ,/ Assistive Technology

v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits

Book your appointment today Eﬂ‘ 0|

Q3 0831506755

,
@ www.originaltherapies.ie m F
>4 info@originaltherapies.ie




As Connect
Laois

WE ARE HIRING

FINANCE & OPERATIONS MANAGER

We are seeking an experienced accountant to join our
Senior Management Team

The successful candidate will:

* Play a vital role in ensuring effective financial
management across the Company

 Provide financial insights that shape
organisational strategy

o Work closely with the CEO and the Board of
Directors to support growth

 Gain experience in management accounting,
grant monitoring, financial planning, governance
and stakeholder engagement

 Join a collaborative team where your
contribution makes a tangible difference to
communities across Co Laois.

CLOSING DATE
Scan QR code for job ATH SEPTEMBER 2026

description or visit
Send cover letter & CV to @

www.connectlaois.ie
recruitment@connectlaois.ie




Maldron Hotel Portlaoise

offers stylish accommodation,
perfectly located for business
travel or a weekend exploring

our famous, historic town.

When it comes to thrilling flavours and endless
tasty choices, why not start the day with our
Vitality Breakfast or stop by our Grain & Grill bar

and restaurant for the daily carveries, a la carte
menus and a generous serving of hospitality.

+353 57 869 5900
info.portlacise@maldronhotels.com

Ik

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
1. 8.8. 8 ¢

HOWCASE

Sunday, 13th September
from 12-4pm

057 8631200 | weddings@thekilleshin.com




EXPERIENCED
PLASTERER AVAILABLE

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING

CONTACT
089-4567213

Y NOLAN

“=m LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

¢ All Domestic Plumbing

¢ Solid Fuel & Qil Servicing
e Water Softener Installation
¢ Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

HANDYMAN / BUILDER

15yrs Experience in all trades
Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors
Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work
Garden maintenance / Tree cutting /
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

gogreen

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses-Rugs
Professsonally Sleam Cleaned
Sanitized and deodorisad
Contact Darren
D85 836 0DOTT

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

¢ Flooring, tiling, carpets

¢ Fence maintenance and repair

¢ Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
¢ Power Washing
® 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

¢ Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

¢ Sliding Patio Door Rollers

* Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally
Tarmacadam
Kerbing
Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered
TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

KITCHEN & FURNITURE

RESPRAYING SERVICE
Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes
with a respray
Highest quality finishes with
the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without
the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,

lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck

available for hire.

CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

FILIPINO WOMAN
SEEKS WORK

As carer of elderly people

Very experienced.
Available for day and night work.

FOR DETAILS, PLEASE RING
086-2588154

(Portlaoise)

MIDLAMDS LAMNDSCAPING
HE TREE SURGERY

FLILLY CFUWALIFIDD ARND iINSURED

Phone: DBS7AITAST
Laocis f Kildare / Offaly
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PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

llllllllllllll

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@& 087-9080211
DINO DIGITAL

Websites for Local Businesses
& Community Groups
Smart, mobile-friendly sites
From €59/month. No upfront fee.

WWW.DINODIGITAL.IE
CALL / TEXT / WHATSAPP:
087 404 1811
THEDINODIGITALEGMAIL.COM

BRADY'’'S GARAGE

Part-time Shop Attendant
Wanted

for Shop & Filling Station
Would suit a mature person.

EMAIL ONLY TO:
GABYBRADY2@GMAIL.COM

SCHOOL BUS
DRIVER

GARDEN SERVICES

Hedge trimming/tree pruning
Tidy ups/fallen trees cut up
Lawn Turf/spraying etc.
Tree and Hedge Planting.

TEXT OR RING RICHARD
087-9828558

OPPORTUNITIES.

WORK BASED N THE
PORTLADISE / ABBEYLEIX /

! BALLYROAN AREA

i: . 0868375619
. 0871505373

FOR SALE

Extendable Oak Table & 6 Chairs

Immaculate condition

€400 o.n.o.

S

PH. 087-1264044

SRR WTNTY: i [ow 0] bosown. CRT Dy ot

LAWN AND HEDGE
MAINTENANCE

Annual Packages available.
Free Quotes.

CONTACT
085-1754009

. Re.ady forend August ) Sue Ryder, Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
Quiet location only 5km from Portlaocise

. . Hours 9am - 3.30pm
Very close to town, school, hospital & prison. .
5 days a week weekends included

CONTACT EIMEAR
0578668854

Right next to the N7, non-smoker.
May suit professional.

CONTACT 087-6204610

FOR RENT CHEF / COOK ...-'3- ("’{]"""{“ ﬂ
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT WANTED e (3

{EJ

"-' B“ﬁ IJ g;h

Every Thursday and Friday Night in 3L Mary™s Hall
Starts Bpm

" ol Firg b Parw graasipad g0 s & U Poailies aeey @ T Elpes

057 8692154

PO;:'I:?SO:SE ADVERTISE WITH LINK UP TODAY!
° Helping Local Brands Make a
I'f]k BIG IMPACT
b p CONTACT
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Scripture: The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord,
help me!" she said. He replied, "It is not right to take the
children's bread and toss it to their dogs.”

"Yes, Lord,” she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their masters’ table.” Matthew 15:26-27 (NIV)

Do you have a dog? What do you feed your dog? Canned dog food?
Dry dog food? Do you ever feed him scraps from the table? Most
vets say that you should not feed yvour dog table scraps. Why?
They say that table scraps are not intended for dogs and may not
provide the nutrients that a dog needs. That may be true, but just
try to convince your dog of that as he sits by the table watching
you enjoy a juicy steak. Maybe the meal was not intended for him,
but that doesn't keep him from sitting by the table, begging for a
little scrap, hoping that just one small bite might fall on the floor for him.

When Jesus came to earth, he came to preach and teach first to the Jews, That does not mean
that He didn't love the other people of the world, but the first priority in his ministry on earth
was to bring God's chosen ones to repentance.

When other people saw Jesus healing the sick and lame, they followed him wherever he went.
One day there was a woman from Canaan who came to Jesus and asked him to heal her
daughter. Jesus explained to the woman that his first mission on earth was to preach to the peo-
ple of Israel.

The woman refused to give up. She came closer, knelt down, and begged, "Please help me,
Lord!"”,

Jesus replied, "It isn't right to take food away from chil-
dren and feed it to dogs.”

The woman answered Jesus and said, "Lord, that's true,
but even dogs get the crumbs that fall from their owner's
table.”

Jesus was so touched by the faith of that woman that he
told her that because of her faith, her daughter would be
healed.

Even though Jesus came first to the Jew, he loved us so
much that he shared his love with all of us. I guess we
are a little bit like the dog -- even though the meal was

not prepared especially for us, it doesn't keep us
from enjoying it. We gladly sit at our Master's
feet and thankfully receive whatever crumbs might fall from the table.

10



CRUMBS FROM THE TABLE
"Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.”
Matthew 15:28 (NIV)

1 F] 3 n
5
&
F 12
|9
10

ACROSS _ _ DOWN
3. To experience physical or mental pain. 1, Animals with four legs, commonly kept as
5. An adult female human being. pets, and sometimes used to guard things.
7. The Son of God. _ 2. A female child in relation to her parents.
8. A very large amount of something. 4. To have trust or confidence in
9. Unable to be found. something or someone.
10. Small pieces of bread or cake. 6. An evil spirit.

JESUS DAUGHTER SUFFER CRUMBS DEMON
WOMAN GREAT FAITH DOGS LOST
ODNFVYVYLQKRNGEOLA e

ZSTFEKMERCYRAZLU
VQFAIPIDPYDNETDOQ
UCRHELUPOZOPTNAS
SAUDAKEAELT LU T i
EIQGAGEHLFALLRSE:::}L ?::LSE
DWLQBCQMEOLTFI]FU
CKJILIJREDESDMAF EAT CRUMBS
CYNWETEIJUEEPTFPTI F DAUGHTER FALL
TBZEOEHEMYMEKTCTE CRYING LOST
JNHNLMZHSBMOMWHR HELP ISRAEL
] SMIQTAARUSRNTFTI FAITH SUFFERING
APBZKOLMNMNWSHTFIEKNMN MERCY WOMAN
X I1 TDAUGHTUERZTUDG JIESUS KNELT

—
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S| Physiotherapy 157
Clinic TN

: \ N & Scoil Fionntain Naofa,
MOVE BETTER | G J7Y ot / Shanahoe
FEEl. BETTER y wil

host their annual

: Truck, Tractor & Vintage
DR LMZALIPT DR, SANA TANVEER PT Road Run

Tnmvoa o P pe ot ol P% g e s mpw

o i o Sunday, September 6™ 2026
+353 87 4883617 : g .

Registration from 1pm
~ WE TREAT & REHABILITATE MANY CONDITIONS - I'

} Iy = ° Shanahoe Community Hall RS2ESFR
Wl LS DFse s PRV | T il departing at 2pm sharp

e ATy AR T WAL AOCOENT ety ranary s [ -
H('L‘;IH[I‘.‘II 1on Fee €20
WE NELP YOU 7O 3
. PRCONTR FROM MAE)

Yowr {Heallh Vintage all the way to new are welcome!
e pope ol ,
AN Gy
© "8 PO LT mes

Aaun
POABLIAT O

~hids’ Big Wheely Fun Run~Food~Refreshments-

on e
[ L ) CORMRUNON AR O e

Unit B2, Clonminam,
National Enterprise Park,

Ceo. Lacis, R32 NH30 4_353 87 4883617

WELEVATEN B

. Tel:
@ Gr,E:tFa rK|E|l+h 085 108 8553
[

~ Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home

Nail Cutting & Treatment
Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care
Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL? C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
-
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL: TEL/FAX 057-8681720  MOBILE 087-7749519
Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 EY

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?




COMMUNITY NOTICES

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 11TH AUGUST

Top score: Tied; Margaret Flanagan & Christy Fitzpatrick. 1st Lady: Mary Gowing. 2nd Lady: Meave Morrissey. 1st
Gent: Liam McCarthney. 2nd Gent: Tied; Liz Cooper & Mary Dunne. 1st Half: Billy Jackson. 2nd Half: Tom Jacob.
Raffle: 1st P J Cahill, 2nd A M Farrell, 3rd Christy Fitzpatrick, 4th Tom Jacob, 5th Rita Arrigan.

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome,
lessons available if required; Ctc 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September
2nd) enjoy the summer. Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy

on Thursdays for July and August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.

CHURCH GATE COLLECTION IN AID OF FATIMA INVALID FUND will take place on the weekend of 29th / 30th August
in Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Shanahoe, Raheen, Spink & Ballinakill. All proceeds will go towards sending assisted pilgrims to
Fatima in June 2027.

SUE RYDER FOUNDATION IRELAND HALF PRICE SUMMER SALE continues in our Portlaoise Charity Shop. Our
mission is to provide independent living for senior in our community. We have two residences in Laois. We are looking for
volunteers to join our team in our Abbeyleix & Portlaoise shop.

MOUNTMELLICK HERITAGE SOCIETY EXHIBITION cclebrating 201 years of Mountmellick Work will be held in the
Gallery, Mountmellick Library during opening hours for the month of August. Unique to Mountmellick this while on white
embroidery is a story worth telling and seeing. All welcome.

SOCIAL CHESS CLUB PORTLAOISE for adults only (male and female). The next chess meetings will be held in Portlaoise
Library on Saturday 22nd August between 1pm and 4pm and it is free. Board games are provided in the library. The Port-
laoise Social Chess Club website is https://portlaoisechessclub.ie. Chess games are usually held every two weeks in the library,
Check the website for clarification of dates and times.

FOUND SILVER NECKLACE with a silver cross with an inscription found in the Midlands Car Park, Portlaoise. Contact:
Noreen on 0852689767

FESTIVAL OF THE MOUNTAIN & VINTAGE RALLY 2026: Laois’s oldest festival returns to Glenbarrow, Rosenallis, Laois
this Sunday, 16th August from 12pm. Packed with entertainment, it offers a fantastic day out for the whole family. Free
Bollywood dance workshop. World Champion Team RNS Robotics will also do a demo, live sculpting by multimedia artist
Lynn Kirkham. Vintage displays, Dog Show, Tug of War, stalls, Amusements, Archery, Obstacle Course, Competitions &
prizes, plus hot food, sweet treats, and great coffee! Admission: €10 (Cash only | Under 12s FREE). Info: 085 2090413.
PORTLAOISE - “MOUNTMELLICK EMBROIDERY” Exhibition for Heritage Week — Wednesday 19th August 10am —
5pm in the Parish Centre. All welcome.

CONCERN will hold their annual Church Gate Collection at all Masses on Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd August. Your

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the
Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in
prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 24TH-28TH AUGUST 2026 Have your loved ones included in our
daily Mass during our pilgrimage. Mass Bouquets available from Kitty Timmons 087-9506634, Mary Byrne 085-2829231,
John Egan 087-1254841. Any candle requests contact any of the above and we will light them for you in Lourdes.

ROSARY AT THE GROTTO 8pm Saturday August 15th for the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

All welcome.
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"""'J\Lourdes is a sacred place that continues
to inspire hope and healing. A recent visit
by Graiguecullen parish of over 300 people
reminds me of the sacred connection between
Laois and Lourdes. Soon Pope Leo will visit
Lourdes, embracing a sacred place where
vulnerability is embraced and healing is
celebrated. What makes Lourdes so real is the
story of St. Bernadette Soubirous.

Saint Bernadette’s life and legacy continues
to be deeply relevant in the lives of millions
of pilgrims who visit Lourdes. Bernadette
a fragile, vulnerable young woman, who
like the shepherds near Bethlehem, was
chosen to witness that God’s grace is truly
available. God perhaps is more present in our
vulnerabilities than our strengths. This makes
Saint Bernadette so attractive to us all.

Imagine the scene as some wept and others
jeered as a 14-year-old unlettered girl crawled
around in a small cave, a dingy pig shelter,
eating grass and washing her face with mud.
She seemed confused. “She’s mad!” one person
called out, “What is she doing?” Another
shouted, “Little upstart!” Some were worried,
“Poor girl!” Maybe things had finally got to her
— her parents drinking, their awful poverty,
living in a former prison, the bullying, chronic
illnesses. Had Bernadette Soubirous simply
lost it? Eating grass and drinking muddy
water in the town’s rubbish dump, claiming
that an apparition of a beautiful lady had told
her to do it for the conversion of sinners. An
extraordinary scene, and, of course, one of the
events of the story of Lourdes. In human terms
it seemed tragic. But this spectacle was to
reveal so much about the mercy and love
of God. Three days later, from this tomblike
hollow, a spring gushed forth offering healing
and new life. New beginnings to sinners,
who, like all Prodigal Sons, no longer crawled
around in pigsties, but assumed the dignity of
sons and daughters of God!

Centuries before this event, a man, whom we
call God, was also humiliated and mocked.
He was nailed to a Cross like a common
criminal, in a rubbish dump outside the city.

He died the agony of a slave. On that day,
too, some felt sorry for this failed preacher.
Others laughed and mocked. “He called

himself the Son of God, why doesn’t God
rescue him then?” “Who does he think he is?”
“He saved others, he cannot save himself!”
And his mother, Mary, stood there, united in
His agony. And after offering himself to his
father for the conversion of sinners, he was
laid in a tomb, like that grotto in Massabielle.
Three days later the foolishness of God would
triumph over human pride as the spring of the
resurrection rose up from the earth to conquer
death and sin.

Here is a great lesson from St Bernadette and
Lourdes, then - NEVER JUDGE BY FALLEN
HUMAN STANDARDS. Bernadette was
viewed by others as a nobody, mad. But God’s
eyes are turned to the poor and the lowly, and
away from the man of proud heart and haughty
looks! God’s ways are most definitely not our
ways! The Grotto in Lourdes became a pulpit
from which Mary taught Bernadette how to be
a perfect disciple of Christ, and she continues
to teach us how to do likewise today. One of the
first lessons Our Lady gave the eager to learn
Bernadette was how to make the Sign of the
Cross perfectly. Therefore, in addressing God,
we must do so with pure love. The way we make
the Sign of the Cross hints at how much we love
God. As assister in the convent, Bernadette was
admired for the way she made the Sign of the
Cross. It even brought others to conversion.
One sister said, “The way in which she made
the sign of the cross showed she was full of the
spirit of faith.” So here is one way in which we
can all increase our love for God, by making
the simple Sign of the Cross a witness to our
faith and love.

From our love of God should flow an
unquenchable love for neighbour. Bernadette
was well acquainted with sorrow, ill health,
abuse, and pain. Even in the convent, she
experienced mockery and bullying. But
she rejoiced to be the lowest and offered all
these trials to God with love and patience.
Her greatest consolation was to offer her
humiliations, illness and suffering for the
prayers of all who longed for healing and love.
Bernadette said that her vocation was to suffer.
She also said, “I may not know much, but at
least I know how to pray the Rosary and love
the Lord with all my heart!” This she did
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as Mary had taught her, praying all the time
for sinners, with secret tears, just like Christ.
After all, Mary had said to Bernadette, “I
cannot offer you happiness in this world, but
the next...” She therefore decided to offer all
her pains and sorrows as an act of love to God,
securing her future in paradise, as well as
gaining many souls for the Lord.

As she lay dying, Bernadette kissed a Crucifix,
and prayed her last words, “My God, I love you
with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my
strength! Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for
me a poor sinner, a poor sinner...” At that
moment, the beautiful Lady of Lourdes

who is here now among us came to keep .
her promise to Bernadette, that happiness
of the next world. No longer on her knees in
a dung heap, Bernadette was taken up to the
realms of Heaven, where all tears are wiped
away and joy fulfilled. Bernadette, Our Lady
told you that you would not be guaranteed
happiness in this life, but now that you know
supreme happiness in the next, pray for us,
that we too may love God and neighbour in
this world, and see God forever in the next!

St. Bernadette, especially dear to Our Lady
of Lourdes, protect and bless all pilgrims,
the sick, and those who pray to you with
confidence. May all who turn to you in faith
receive the graces they need.

St. Bernadette Soubirous, pray for us!




= \

Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

Annette Lawlor
25 Oak Leaf Place,
Portlaoise, Co. Laois

Stephanie Stokes

Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

Mary McEvoy

Rossvale, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

HMay Chey Rest S ' Reave

Cur Q&ympathies Are W ith Cheir sfamilies
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

THOMAS FENLON

Woodlawn, Portlaoise and formerly
New Inn, Emo.
2nd Anniversary 12th August 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated this
Saturday 15th Aug at 6.30pm in the Parish
Church.
A loving husband and father so true
No one on this earth we’ll find like you
For us you always did your best
God grant your soul eternal rest.

From Susie and your loving family.

ey Chomas Rest in ' Reace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
JOHN FOYLE

Ridge Rd. Portlaoise.

Whose 20th Anniversary
occurs at this time.

-
)
a1
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Will those who think of John today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed by Ann, Caroline and families.

CMay ~ohn (Rest S Drace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MICHAEL BOWE

Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
26th Anniversary occurs on
20th August 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church
this Sunday 16th August at 12:30pm.

Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Each of us in our own way
Have special thoughts of you today.

Always remembered by Paula, Donal & family.

Rest in Reace CMichacl

MONTHS MIND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANGELA LEONARD

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.
Angela’s Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise on
Sunday 23rd August at 11.15am.
She has gone no further from us than to God
And God is very near.
Always loved & remembered.
Sadly missed, loved and always remembered by

all her loving family and large circle of friends.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

TOM BERGIN
66 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
27th Anniversary occurs at this time.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
Saturday 15th August at 6:30pm.

Time passes, memories stay,
Quietly remembered every day.

From his loving family.
Also remembering Tom’s wife Mary
and daughter Mary at this time.

Reast in Reave Com

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ALICE OREILLY
46 Borris Road, Portlaoise.

28th Anniversary occurs
16th August 2026.

Will those who think of Alice today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Fondly remembered by her family;
John, Tom, Margaret and all her grandchildren.
Also remembering our Dad and sister Ella.

Rest in Reave Alice
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MARY WALLIS

(NEE GAYNOR)
Stillbrook, Mountrath.
2nd Anniversary occurs

20th August 2026.
We didn’t know that morning

That God was to call your name;
In life we loved you dearly,
In death we do the same.
It broke our hearts to lose you,
You did not go alone;
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.

Loved and remembered always by her loving family.

Rest in Reace My

B

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PADRAIG
BRENNAN

Grennan, Attanagh, Laois.

Whose 2nd anniversary occurs
22nd August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Church this Sunday 23rd August at 12:30pm.

Sweet are the Memories that never Fade

Rest in Reave Rddviy

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MAY LANHAM
6 Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

19th Anniversary occurs
18th August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
Tuesday 18th August at 10am.

Even though you are not with us,
Your presence is still strong,
Because in your heart, we'll always find,
The love for which we long.

Miss you always and forever.

Your children Pat, Josephine, Elizabeth, Susan,
Helena, Jacinta, Paul, Mary and all your grandchildren.

Rest in Rece Chay

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PETER COUGHLAN

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.
18th Anniversary occurs 20th August 2026.

Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure,
You will always be with us,
In our hearts forever.

Sadly, missed and always remembered by
his loving family and friends.

CMay Reter Rest S Rece

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

RICHARD
& SANDRA
BOURKE

Richard’s 45th anniversary
occurred 7th June 2026.
Sandra’s 30th anniversary occurred
12th August 2026.

It does not take a special day
For us to think of you,
Each Mass we hear, each prayer we say,
Is offered up for you.
Sadly missed, loved and remembered by all the Bourke family,
extended family, relatives and friends.

CMay Richard K Qdandra
Rest S Reave

th

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JOSEPH DOWNEY

7 Harpurs Lane, who died
18th August 2005.
21st Anniversary.

As each day dawns, we think of you,
As each night falls, we pray for you,
And throughout our lives, no matter where,
In our hearts you are always there.

Always remembered by his family and grandchildren.

CMay Soseph Rest in " Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

KATHLEEN DOYLE

45 St. John’s Square, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs 17th August 2026.

*=
= Though your smile is gone forever,
M And your hand we cannot touch,

Still, we have so many memories

¥e
-
of one we loved so much.
Your memory is our keepsake,
with which we’ll never part,
God has you in His keeping,
And we have you in our hearts.

Miss you always and forever
Anne, Mick, Karen, Rachel, Eoin and girls xxx

Rest in Peave Gt
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANTHONY (TONY)
DUNNE

8 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs
15th August 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter & Paul’s
Church on Saturday 15th August at 6.30pm.

Your presence we miss,

Your memories we treasure
Loving you always, forgetting you never.
Also remembering my Mum Anne (Nancy) Dunne
whose 24th Anniversary occurs on August 19th.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving son Greg,
daughter in law Rose and grandchildren Koren and Davin.

My Anthony Rest in " Rece

B

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

HUGH ROCHFORD

12 Roselawn, Portlaoise
5th Anniversary occurs
15th August 2026.
It’s hard to believe youre no longer here,
We think of you, you feel so near,

In some small way every single day,
Memories of you come our way.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by Niall.

CMay FCugh Rest in Reace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANN WHELAN
Late of 85 St. Brigid’s Place.

25th Anniversary occurs on the
12th August 2026.

QBister

25 years has passed since you went away

Yet you're loved and missed every day
Not a moment goes by without a thought of you
For the love you gave remains forever true.

Loved, missed, never forgotten from your loving sisters
Guggie, Ellen, Mary, and brother Joe xxxx

Chay Ann Rest in ' Reace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

CATHERINE
(KITTY) SIDES

6 Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
20th Anniversary occurs
14th August 2026.
Your presence we miss, your memories we treasure,
Loving you always, forgetting you never.

Sadly missed and always remembered by her daughter Ann,
son-in-law Noel, Aoife & Damian and Aine & William.
Also remembering her husband Dick at this time R.1.P.

My Kty Rest S Rece
PORTLAOISE PARISH

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

one there is a confidential

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PETER FRAWLEY

Lynden Court, Portlaoise.

3rd Anniversary occurs
18th August 2026.

We hold you close within our hearts

And there you shall remain.
To walk with us throughout our lives
Until we meet again.
Sadly missed, always remembered.

Sister Sylvia, brother John, brother in law Pat, sister-in-law
Tanya, nephews, nieces and all extended family.

May Reter Rest in Rece

If you have lost a loved

one-to-one support, =
service available.
To make an appointment

Call 087-9878300
MOCHUA

RINT & DESIGN
MAKE AN IMPEESSION .

w Special Memorlala

Stationery
For Your Love Onej

Q Clonmmam Busmess Park
P . _‘Portlaoise, Co. Laois

# < 05786 34050 Sinfo@mochuaprint.ie

$ D www. mochuaprlnt ie



T KEEGAN'S ¥
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Sgwice in Portlacise.
ol =

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
08?—25 62137

Felf P@,ntla:m.lsle,
E15100e) Gentie

v TARMACADAM v SITE CLEARANCE Five Generations in Stone Cutting

FONCRETE AND FILLINGS
v CONCRETE _ Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
» KERBIMG v DRAINAGE superior quality headstones.

v tqf::ﬂ"ﬁ"hﬂf'ﬁ"l‘ o "_':'I"."T PEC.EE:EFFF All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre [s
SPREADER & FULLY INSURED guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified eraftsmen.

Thomas Lacey

e

FAMILY PUMN BUSINESS SINCE THE 1970s UniqUE‘HEHdStU‘I’IE‘SFH“HlSU‘hE dE"S-ig“E"‘ﬁ
and created to your own special
¥ J requiraments.

PORTLAQISE, OO, LADIS e = _. f

057 B670744 Visit our Showroom
086 3844321 andviewour il
Bl headstones and grave

LACEYTARMAC@GMAIL.COM it 38 Clonminam
Portiapise, Co. Lasés,  Tel: 057 B6B02S8 5
R3Z DWT1 Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlaoisestone.ie
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Portlaoise Parish

RO

Results for

13" August 2026

(8) (1) (23)

No €19,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 35 1,000 PROMOTER
Jamas O'Connor Online Lotio
Jung Onling Lotts
Mary Brown Cnline Lot
John Ging 22 Latto Gift

Anne Murray MMatch ambrose Larkin
YVeronlca Lalor 35 Parlksh Centre
Azhling Gleeson Lil Gl emon
Joan O°Reilly Receive John O Reilly
Anne & Baby Tom C4E Anne Brennan
Anne, Grace & Hannah each Anne Brennan
Rasie & Gerard O'Bymme Batty Brophy
Mary Doran Mary Doran
Jenni Maylan Aoss Maylan
Colette Lalor Paul Dooley
Marie O'Connor Peter Ryan
Marken O Connor Faddy O'Conmor
Biddy Kelly Anp Kally
Breda Hosey Heather Mortimer
EBC)E Peg Conroy Lucy Conroy
Clalre Byrne Pam Killeen
Ollie & L Duignam Pacelli Walsh
Teresa Maortimer Anne O Keefle

Play PARISH

QOO FollowUs¥ *=

—— g MLl N E—

weaiver s Llaoriepariihose

Next Week’s Jackpot is €20,000

Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7
Psalm: 66:2-3, 5-6, 8
Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
Matthew 15:21-28

Supporting our Parish

Each) e mmrgml.n weg I OF S RS SOl & ARasi J'h'.Hl.lT, Fa | mrutr.ﬁ.rm}- o
AT EMTYMASRL, T Gond knend @ Chirfisl phaty
Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make yvour contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
= Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlagise Parizh Account: IBAN: IESIAIBEO3IZIZTOILESEDAS
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBARM: IE1ZAIBKS3327916658201

Coan thiz OR Code to take you
diFectly 1o cur Denate Taciling

S Lamififigss W T

OR .'T:Iuﬂ_ !I“FFIJ'HT

Clergy of the Parish
Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
&
ﬁ
Deacon Eugene Keyes

Tel: 057 8621142
L & Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 B600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre du office hours
9am - Spm  Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 052134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Parches.
Diccesan Designated Liakon Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.is

I_*_af,r:_i:h i _l".;entre

L.r“‘-

— T

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mall: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MAMNAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
a,gm_un_u Michelle Conray

all Ma-"e: lnd verwices from I|1f F‘nrl:.h- f_'h-l.rl:h and
the Heath Church &re live stragmeed on our welsite

. LIMNEKE UP
lin
U

Monday to Thursday
Sam to Spm
Contact: Mary Schwer

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie
Advertising deadline: Tuesday S5pm

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Elegant candles
for your special
day

W\ AT OUR PARISH SHOP:
¥ 8\ MONDAY TO FRIDAY,
/ 9AM - 5PM.

Contact LU}

O 057 862142
Ext : 1007

our personalized candles and cards.



