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30th August 2026

Twenty-Second Sunday

IMMERSION IN LIVING WATER
Ezoklel 47:9,12 1st September - 4th October

“Future generations will never forgive us
if we miss the opportunity to protect our common home.
We have inherited a garden;
we must not leave a desert for our children.”

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 m @PortlaoiseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & Like USO ::.cum;;pu::auiser_m:shlauis
LCom/ porcaoliselinKup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



God’s
Round Table

It's hard to admit
to, but most of us
live on a bit of a
- ' : moral high ground
and its" not a good place l:o i:re Moral high grounds are
littered with treacherous pitfalls. The worst pitfall of all is
to assume superiority. It's a human failing. We assume
superiority over all sorts of other people. We decide we
are superior to those with less money or lesser jobs. We
decide we are superior to those who are less intellectual,
whose tastes differ, whose accents are alien or whose val-
ues don't match ours. We decide we are better than those
who have fallen foul of the law or who have succumbed to
an addiction. Why is superiority a pitfall? It's a pitfall be-
cause once we imagine ourselves superior, we start to
dismiss people. We start to rule out huge numbers of our
neighbours as unworthy of our attention.
Today we see Jesus at a wedding banquet where the

guests are jostling for places of honour at the dinner

table. It's a simple occasion that raises a big question.
Why are we all so anxious to be seated at the top of life's
table? Jesus gives the quests a piece of life changing
advice. "A person who exalts himself will be humbled, but
a person who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Humility doesn’t sit easily in our fame driven society,
that's because we associate being humble with being
“walked all over”. Jesus' brand of humility however, is
very different.

Humility does not mean trading feelings of superiority for
feelings of inferiority. Being humble doesnt mean being
timid or falsely modest. Humility means that
understanding that everything you have is a gift from
God, and that everything you have is for the service of
others.

In the tales of King Arthur and his knights, Arthur ordered
a round table so that no one could assume a greater or
lesser position. As Christians we are asked to adopt a
‘round table” approach to life.

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday to Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday

6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

The priests of the parish will attend their
communion calls during the week.

We welcome Sr. Mary Usifoh of
the Missionary Sisters of Our
Lady of Apostles who will speak at
* the Masses in our Parish Church
j this weekend

The Sisters of Our Lady of
Apostles founded in 1876 are
dedicated to spreading the Good MNews through
service and witness of their lives. Promoting women
and the marginalized is a priority in their apostolate.
The OLA Sisters are grateful for all the support over
the years in so many ways, and they encourage you
to continue in that support.

J‘h‘w""

We welcome into our Parish Community

Natalie Vera Keane, Corrigeen
Donnacha Brendan Byrne-5mith, Rossvale
lames Alan McDowell, Ashley Gardens
Aldina Carrie Pires Da Silva Lopes, College Avenue
hﬁnﬁ_ Alice May McEvoy, Buttercup Avenue, Esker Hills.

Who were baptised recently.

Mother Teresa
Of Calcutta

Saturday 5th September
Mother Teresa's life sounds like
a legend. The Albanian girl who
entered an Irish order to go to
India as a missionary and became an "Angel of the Poor"
for countless people. She was greatly revered by Christians
as well as Muslims, Hindus and unbelievers, as she brought
the message of Christian love for one's neighbour from the
slums of Calcutta to the whole world. A reminder to
everyone that faith can move mountains, and that hope
can never die. Blessing of the relic of Mother Teresa after
the 10am Mass on Saturday,




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€16.99/kg

—
Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Laois Physiotherapy

HEARINGAID 2% ) Clinic

Consultamnt <\ B live life physically well

Patricia Kilmartin i . ’
B.A.A.T.,M.L.S.H.A.A.,M.LA.A. The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

(36+ years experience with Private & B JOHN SUGRUE asc mMscamisce NICOLA CALDBECK Bse MISCP MAACP
Public Sector (H.S.E.) CONOR BOLTON ssc mscmsce  CONOR HORAN Bsc msc Misce
CILLIAM BERGIN &35c Afsc MiscP

+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +

+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth . ; |30l5ph¥5IDthEl"ﬂp'fCllnlC.l'E

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO @ 087 666 4808
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

+ Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests AL L C LASS E S FOR 2026

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro

In Clinic:
Senior exercise class Tues. at 11am
Online Pilates every Wed. at 9.30am
Osteoporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In Attendance Osteoporosis class every Thurs. at 4pm

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men’s health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) In Parish Centre
Mon. morn. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am

Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm
Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

+ Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)

By Appointment Only

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE
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Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment
Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Braver to Qbaint Ceresa of Calcutta
(Prayed each day of the Novena)

Saint Teresa of Calcutta,

You allowed the thirsting love of Jesus on the Cross
to become a living flame within you, and so became
the light of His love to all.

Obtain from the Heart of lesus
(here make your request )

Teach me to allow Jesus to penetrate and possess my
whole being so completely that my life too,
may radiate His light and love to others. Amen

Immaculate Heart of Mary, cause of our Joy,
pray for me.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta pray for me.

Keep the joy of loving Jesus in your heart and say often
during the day and night.

“Jesus in my heart I believe in your tender love for
me. I love you.”™

Saint Mother Teresa

NOVENA TO SAINT TERESA of CALCUTTA
Wil conclude Saturday Sth September with a
comrrrernorative Mass ab 10&m i
Sts Peter & Pawl's Church
Blessing with the relic will take place after Mass.
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Andrew Greenlee provides practical legal advice
with professionalism and personal attention.

We specialise in:

Residential & Enduring Powers of
Commercial Conveyancing Attorney

Wills & Decision Support &
Estate Planning Capacity Law
Probate & Estate Wills & Estate
Administration Disputes

Home Visits can be accommodated if required

To Make an Appointment
please contact us at the below:

Greenlee Solicitors

Zud o, 057-93 73574

Esker House, e
Tullamore. Co. office@greenleesolicitors.ie
Offaly www.greenleesolicitors.ie

Experienced | Approachable | Professional
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. 0578634050

Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF8
. 045 433569

Are you Festival ready

Let USH(

care of all

. your ng needs!

Stickers

Vehicle Graphics

BuUSINessS

Posters
Flyers

and lots more acts to be an iramir-(».x:i
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nt.ie

® 4006060808

OCCUPATIONAL

THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

v/ Housing Grant Reports

(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.) v/ Sensory Interventions

v/ Handwriting Assessments
1/ Seating Assessments ,/ Assistive Technology

v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits

Book your appointment toda -
y PP y !3 --a;._@
rrin -

Q3 0831506755
@ www.originaltherapies.ie

Y info@originaltherapies.ie

Thomas Lacey

v TARMACADAM
+~ CONCRETE
+ KERBING

+ MECHAMICAL
SPREADER

| ¢ SITE CLEARANCE
AND FILLINGS

' DRAINAGE

| & VAT REGISTERED
& FULLY INSURED

& - ta

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE THE 1970s

i J

PORTLAOQISE, CO. LAQIS

057 8670744
086 3844321

Sl

LACEYTARMAC@GMAIL.COM

Portlaoise, Co.Laois, R32 EH11
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WE ARE HIRING

FINANCE & OPERATIONS MANAGER

We are seeking an experienced accountant to join our
Senior Management Team

The successful candidate will:

* Play a vital role in ensuring effective financial
management across the Company

* Provide financial insights that shape
organisational strategy

o Work closely with the CEO and the Board of
Directors to support growth

 Gain experience in management accounting,
grant monitoring, financial planning, governance
and stakeholder engagement

 Join a collaborative team where your
contribution makes a tangible difference to
communities across Co Laois.

CLOSING DATE
Scan QR code for job ATH SEPTEMBER 2026

description or visit
Send cover letter & CV to @

www.connectlaois.ie
recruitment@connectlaois.ie




Maldron Hotel Portlaoise
offers stylish accommodation,
perfectly located for business
travel or a weekend exploring
our famous, historic town.

When it comes to thrilling flavours and endless
tasty choices, why not start the day with our
Vitality Breakfast or stop by our Grain & Grill bar
and restaurant for the daily carveries, a la carte
menus and a generous serving of hospitality.

+353 57 869 5900
info.portlacise@maldronhotels.com

Ik

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
* ok k

(g

HOWCASE

Sunday, 13th September
from 12-4pm

9
Appointments
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FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL
Washing Machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck
available for hire.
CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

¢ Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

¢ Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
® Power Washing
® 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

P

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses*Rugs
Professionally Steam Cleaned
Sanitised and deodorised

Contact Darren
085 836 0077

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally
Tarmacadam
Kerbing
Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All Domestic Plumbing
Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
Water Softener Installation
Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

ffinich *» THE HANDYMAN
P CALL 089 956 7135

® Home improvements and repairs

e Flooring, tiling, carpets

¢ Fence maintenance and repair

¢ Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM
== LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service
086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

Auto - Home - Commercial
www.jacknolan.ie

DINO DIGITAL

Websites for Local Businesses
& Community Groups
Smart, mobile-friendly sites
From €59/month. No upfront fee.

WWW.DINODIGITAL.IE
CALL / TEXT / WHATSAPP:
087 404 1811
THEDINODIGITAL@GMAIL.COM

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

EXPERIENCED
PLASTERER AVAILABLE

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING

CONTACT
089-4567213

GARDEN SERVICES

Hedge trimming/tree pruning
Tidy ups/fallen trees cut up
Lawn Turf/spraying etc.
Tree and Hedge Planting.

TEXT OR RING RICHARD
087-9828558

PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations
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SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

HEATH GOl




MIDLAMNDS LAMDSCAPING
& TREE SURGERY

FULLY QUALIFIED AMD INSURED

Phone: 0857837857
Laois f Kildare / Offaly

/@‘ FIONA MURPHY
5

Portlaoise MBSR Course

Starts 16" September 2026

An 8-week Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction
(MBSR) course, in person in Portlaoise - rooted in
nature, grounded in science.

What Is MBSR?

MBSR is Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction - it combines
mindfulness meditation, gentle movement and group reflection to
help you respond to life rather than react to it.

Course Details

©) Location: pari

ish Centre, Portiaoise

What Is Included
Eight weekly 2.5-hour
in-person sessions

= Date: Wednesday 16th September 2026

@ Group size: 10 participants

€ Price: €250 per person

s, 6:30-9:00pm
(s iturday, week

eel y sess
« Plu nudy
6) \o am-lpm

Join Us in Portlaoise in September!
Only 10 Places Available

@ fiona@fionamurphy.ie
@ www.fionamurphy.ie/mbsr-sept26

First Friday Devotion

4th September 2026
6:00pm Adoration
6.45pm  Divine Mercy
7.00pm  Rosary
7.15pm  Benediction
7.30pm  Mass
St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise

WITH MAGS

A gentle treatment supporting
lymphatic flow, helping reduce
puffiness, fluid retention and tension
while promoting relaxation and
wellbeing.

HEALING LIGHT ABUNDANCE

LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE MASSAGE

CONTACT MAGS 086-0288848

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

087-9080211

LAWN AND HEDGE
MAINTENANCE

Annual Packages available.
Free Quotes.

CONTACT
085-1754009

EXPERIENCED HOME
CARE WORKER

(Male)
available for part-time hours.

RING 087-9540351

Every Thursday and Friday Night in 5t. Mary's Hall

Starts 8pm

Buses cobecting from their useal pici-up points in the Portlacise area at 7-30pm. ‘\ ..ﬁ_ "ﬁ
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One afternoon, a boy called Jack went walking with his grandad. They were climbing a hill, and Jack had
brought a little backpack with his water, a sandwich and, most importantly, a big chocolate bar.

At the beginning, Jack raced ahead. “This is easy!” he shouted. But as the hill became steeper, the
backpack began to feel heavier. "Grandad,” Jack said, "I don't think I want to climb anymore.” His grandad
smiled. "We can turn around if you want. But sometimes the best things are waiting after the difficult
part.” So Jack kept going.

A little further on, they met an older man struggling to carry a bag. Jack
looked at his own backpack. He was already tired. He really didn't want
anything else to carry. But then he remembered something his teacher
had said: following Jesus means thinking about other people, not just
ourselves. So Jack offered to help. For the next few minutes, the climb
was even harder. Jack’s arms hurt and his legs were tired.

Finally, they reached the top. The view was amazing. Jack could see
fields, houses and roads stretching for miles. His grandad said, "“You
know, Jack, you could have chosen the easy way and turned back.” Jack
smiled. “"But then I would have missed all this.”

That evening, Jack thought about Jesus. In the Gospel, Jesus tells his friends that following him will not

always be easy. He says: "Take up your cross and follow me.” Jesus doesn't mean that we have to carry a
big wooden cross everywhere we go!

Our "cross” can be the difficult things we choose to do because they are good, kind and loving. It might
mean sharing when we would rather keep something for ourselves. It might mean being kind to someone
who is left out. It might mean saying sorry when we know we were wrong. It might mean helping at home
when we would rather be playing. Following Jlesus isn't always the easiest path. But, just like Jack
discovered on the hill, sometimes the most beautiful things are found when we keep going.

It might mean... J A little challenge for this week
' Ask yourself each morning:
“What is one kind thing I can do today,
even if it isn't easy?”
That might just be your little way of taking up

sharing when we  being kind to someone  S0ying sorry when  helping at home when

*I‘t“::’:w‘*::;* who is left eut. “"“:‘“:"“ “m“ your cross and following Jesus.
Dear Jesus,
. Help me to be kind and brave, even when things are difficult.
ﬁ"‘ \J Help me to think of others and follow you each day.

Give me strength to keep going and a loving heart to do what is right.
Amen.
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% Todays Gospel- Following Jesus
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DENY WORLD

September is the only month with the same number of letters in its number and name. It is
the ninth month and has nine letters in its name.

September 2nd 1666: The Great Fire of London was started, completely destroying the old
city located within the ancient Roman Walls. It was believed to have started in a bakery and
took three days to put out.

September 8th: Our Lady's birthday. We celebrate the birth of Mary and we wish Mary a
happy birthday.

September gets its name from the Latin septem, meaning seven, because it used to be the
seventh month of the year under the Roman calendar.

The Harvest Moon is the name given to the full moon that falls nearest to the autumnal
equinox around 22nd September.

September is the month of apples, as apple-picking becomes a common weekend pastime during
the month.

September 29th is the Feast Day of Saint Michael the Archangel: he is an angel. and the
leader of all angels and of the army of God. This is what the title "Archangel” means, TW

is above all the others in rank.
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€ 1,250,000 STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL

Now to improve the showrooms for the future and clear excess stock, we will proceed with a
major refurbishing and re-merchandising programme. All this to make room for new ranges
in bedroom, living, dining and all categories. We must clear the floor without delay, so that
the work may commence. CLOUD9 Store will be temporarily closed while we prepare the
display for the launch of our € 1,250,000 CLEARING & GRAND FURNITURE SALE!

We must urgently sell all our furniture, all suites fabric and leather, sofas, sofa beds, chairs,
recliners, dining sets, wall units, sideboards, beds, bunk beds, mattresses, dressing tables,
chests, coffee tables, all accessories, pictures, ornaments, mirrors, rugs and much more...
ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING MUST BE SOLD OUT A.S.A.P.

EVERY SINGLE PRICE WILL BEDRASTICALLY REDUCED! THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!
All goods will be clearly marked for sale on a first claim basis. Everything including new factory
orders will be available to you with bigger savings than ever!

MASSIVE PUBLIC SALE THIS FRIDAY 4™ SEPTEMBER, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

JUST A SMALL SAMPLE OF WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE STORE

Carrington Maidstone Electric Addison Round Table Alesta 6ft Ottoman
Black Coffee Table 3+2 Leather Suite Plus 4 Chairs Bed+1500 Pocket Mattress Coffee Table
Was €379 Was €2599 Was €699 Was €1927 Was €419
NOW €99 NOW €1599 NOW €279 NOW €898 NOW €119
Roseville Dark Oak Apero Swivel Recliner Doune Recliners Doune 1.4m Ext. Table
1.15m Ext. Table+4 Chairs Electric Dual Motor Tall Bookcase Various Size & Colours Plus 6 Ripley Chairs
Was €1299 Was €829 Was €599 Was €449 Was €1799
NOW €459 NOW €349 NOW €349 NOW €99 NOW €949
Leroy Dunmore Oak Chaise Lounge Sandhurst Doune
2 Seater Electric 1.6m Table+6 Chairs Red 3+1+1 Suite TV Unit 1400
Was €1099 Was €1859 Was €699 Was €2099 Was €439
NOW €599 NOW €949 NOW €199 NOW €1199 NOW €249

SPECIAL EVENT HOURS

m Friday 4™ September 10°™-6"™
0 U Saturday 5™ September 10°™-6"™

Sunday 6" September 12"°°"-5.30°™

F U R N I T U R E All offers correct at time of going to press and subject to av-a.lilability

Zone 3, Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, Eircode: R32PP30, Tel: (057) 863 0296
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 25TH AUGUST

Top score: Tied; Margaret Flanagan, 1st Lady: Theresa Mulhare, 2nd Lady: Paddy Purcell, 1st Gent: P J Cahill, 2nd
Gent: Leslie Hunter, 1st Half: Liz Cooper, 2nd Half: Catherine Galvin. 13 Tricks: Paddy Purcell & Mary Delaney. Raffle:
Ist Meave Morrissey, 2nd Christy Fitzpatrick, 3rd Liz Cooper, 4th P J Cabhill.

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome,
lessons available if required; Contact 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT No bowls till further notice Wednesday 2nd September sing along with Caroline from 3pm in
Parish Centre. New members welcome. Thursday 3rd September in Sue Ryder centre Kilminchy cards and chat from 3pm.
New members welcome tuition given. For further information contact Maria at 0879187157.

SUE RYDER FOUNDATION IRELAND HALF PRICE SUMMER SALE continues in our Portlaoise Charity Shop. Our
mission is to provide independent living for senior in our community. We have two residences in Laois. We are looking for
volunteers to join our team in our Abbeyleix & Portlaoise shop.

MOUNTMELLICK HERITAGE SOCIETY EXHIBITION cclebrating 201 years of Mountmellick Work will be held in the
Gallery, Mountmellick Library during opening hours for the month of August. Unique to Mountmellick this while on white
embroidery is a story worth telling and seeing. All welcome.

LOVELY LAOIS HOMECOMING FESTIVAL LINE DANCING Saturday, September 5th, Midlands Park Hotel, 11a.m.
with Maureen Culleton. All abilities welcome. Register with Maureen 087-6482038 or seanchistin@gmail.com.

GRAIGUECULLEN MONSTER BINGO Tuesday 1st September, St Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 44 numbers € 1220,
Double Number € 740, Lotto € 3000, Bonus Ball € 2300.

CONCERN Thanks to all who supported the recent church gate collection and to those who helped collect. A total of €3,067

was raised for Concern through your generosity. It was greatly appreciated.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the
Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in
prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 1st Saturday Devotion — 5th September 2026 in the Old Vestry in St Peter & Paul’s Church,
Portlaoise at 8.30am and at 3:45pm in the Holy Rosary Church, Abbeyleix.
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F"‘#golly Parton (January 19, 1946 - August
25, 2026) lived a life that, viewed through a
Christian lens, shines as a vivid testimony of
God’s grace meeting human grit, creativity,
and generosity. She died peacefully at 80 in
Nashville, as announced by her nephew Bryan
Seaver, who shared that she “has lived in the
light and is in the arms of Jesus, surely met
by Carl [her husband, who died in 2025], her
parents, and countless others.”

Born the fourth of twelve children into deep
poverty in the Great Smoky Mountains of
Tennessee, Parton grew up in a home shaped
by faith. Her maternal grandfather was a
Pentecostal preacher; the family attended
a little mountain church where Scripture,
prayer, hymns, and the conviction that
“through God all things are possible” formed
the air she breathed. She began singing and
playing in services as a small child. Songs
like “Coat of Many Colors” later retold her
childhood with biblical echoes—of Joseph’s
coat, of dignity amid lack, and of a mother’s
love that turned scraps into treasure. Her
music often carried gospel themes of seeking
God (“The Seeker”), resurrection hope (“He’s
Alive”), and simple trust.

Parton never claimed to be a perfect Christian
or a conventional churchgoer. She described
herself as “not that religious” but “very,
very spiritual,” someone who talked to God
“like he’s my best friend,” kept a personal
Bible background, and insisted that faith
in something greater than herself was
essential. She openly called herself a “vanilla
sinner”—too bad to be purely good, too good
to be purely bad—and admitted struggles
of doubt and decision. Yet she repeatedly
credited God as co-writer and co-pilot of
her gifts, dreams, and endurance. In times
of darkness, she returned to that “God core,”
reigniting it through prayer, Scripture, love,
and creativity. Her long marriage to Carl
Dean, her steady work ethic, and her refusal to
abandon her roots all reflected a life oriented
toward gratitude rather than bitterness.

Her public fruit—songwriting that gave
voice to the overlooked, the Imagination
Library that has placed hundreds of millions
of free books in children’s hands, support
for education and her home region, and a
public persona of kindness, humour, and
accessibility—embodied practical neighbour-
love. She turned success into service, echoing

the biblical call to use one’s talents rather than
hide them under a bushel. In an industry that
can reward ego, she largely kept a posture of
humility mixed with joyful flamboyance,
insisting the light belonged to the Giver.
Christian reflection on her death invites both
thanksgiving and honest hope. Scripture
reminds us that “precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of his saints” (Psalm 116:15)
and that nothing can separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38-
39)—a truth Parton herself found sustaining
after personal crises of faith. Her nephew’s
words place her in the presence of Jesus. For
believers, death is not the end of the story
but the doorway into fuller life with the One
who rose. Parton’s own gospel recordings and
lifelong trust point in that direction: the same
God who met a mountain girl in poverty, who
sustained her through fame and loss, and who
received her husband is the God who receives
her now.

Her legacy is not celebrity for its own
sake but a reminder that ordinary faith,
practiced imperfectly yet persistently, can
bear extraordinary fruit. She showed that
one can love glitter and still love God; that
one can dream big and still stay rooted; that
one can succeed spectacularly and still give
extravagantly. In the face of her death, we can
pray gratitude for a life that pointed many
toward hope, kindness, and the possibility of
redemption. And we can hold the Christian
hope that the One who wrote her first songs in
a cabin and who holds the universe together
has welcomed her home—where the music
never ends.

While Dolly Parton ranks as one of the most
iconic artists in country music—and in all
popular music for that matter, as her induction
into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame can attest—
her song “Coat of Many Colors” ranks as her
most definitive song, a stand-outin a catalogue
that includes several standards. Released in
September 1971 as the second single and title
track from the album of the same name, it’s
an astute example of autobiographical insight,
told from a personal perspective while sharing
lessons that are universal in a broader expanse
of emotion. Indeed, few songs share such
singular sentiments and reveal as much about
the artist that offers them.

The narrative is simple yet direct, gleaned
from Parton’s rural upbringing as
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one of 12 children raised in a one-room cabin
in the mountains of East Tennessee. Like
many Appalachian families, the Partons
were impoverished people with barely
enough means to scrape by. Those memories
of her rural roots are still an integral part
of her persona, one that defines her even
today. The song itself was inspired by real-
life circumstances. Her mother was given
a collection of rags of various colours and
subsequently used it to sew her daughter,
Dolly, a multi-hued coat while relaying to her
a Bible story about Jacob giving his favourite
son Joseph his own coat of many colours.
Parton was delighted, but when she wore

the coat to school, her classmates teased

her about taking such pride in a coat that
consisted of rags.

These powerful lyrics are deeply inspired by
Christian values of faith, hope and love.....
“And oh I could not understand it, for I felt I
was rich

And I told them of the love my momma sewed
in every stitch.

But they didn’t understand it, and I tried to
make them see

One is only poor, only if they choose to be
Now I know we had no money, but I was rich

as I could be

In my coat of many colors my momma made
for me.”

Dolly in her coat of many colours

N



KOur Pmyers are asked for those who recently died %)

nes Ro wne
née Mabher,
Dr Murphy Place, Portlaoise,
Laois / Roscrea, Tipperary

Marte Heavey
(née Kaye)

Monasterevin, Kildare

Fr Thomas O’Connor
St Patrick’s Missionary Society,
Kiltegan, Wicklow.

CC Portlaoise 2008 - 2019

Mary Coad
(née Egzm)’,

Skehana, Castlecomer,
Kilkenny / Ballinakill, Laois

Joe thzpatrzck

Mazread Cullzton
Mounteagle, Ballyroan, (née Conro
Laois

Glendowns, Port aotse

Tony O’Brien

St. John’s Square, Porlaoise

May Chey Rest S Reave

@

©ur O&ympathies Are With Cheir stamiliss
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PATRICK (PAT) DELANEY

Late of St. John’s Square.
Ist Anniversary occurs
2nd September 2026.

Anniversary Mass will take place in
St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise on
Wednesday 2nd September at 10am.

We would like to thank Pat’s neighbours and friends of
St. John’s Sq. who were very good to him over the years.

Thank you to Msgr. John Byrne for the lovely Mass.
Also Fr. Adriano Oliveira for calling to the house
and giving Pat his blessing,.

Our kind thanks to Hughes Chemist, Dr. Booth at the
Cedar Clinic, the First Responders, the Ambulance
Services, An Garda Siochdna and Keegan Undertakers.

Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very dear.

Sadly missed and always remembered by
Brothers William, Brendan, Joe, Francis and Noel,
Sisters Mary and Geraldine, nieces, nephews,
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law and the Maher family.

Reast i Peave Ratrick

th

TREASURED MEMORIES OF

WILLIAM (BILLY)
MULHALL

Coolnacarte, Mountrath, Co. Laois,
whose 1st Anniversary occurs on

September 6th 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Fintan’s Church
Raheen on Saturday 5th of September at 7pm.

A silent thought, a quiet prayer
For a special person in God’s care.

From your loving family.

My SSilly Rest in " Reace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MARY FARRELL
(NEE MAHER)

20 Mountain View Square, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurred 21st August 2026.
Loving you is easy, we do it every day,
Missing you is a heartache, that never goes away.
Sadly missed, loved and remembered by her loving
husband Patrick, daughters Martina, Mary, Sheila,
grandchildren and extended family.

Rest in Reace My
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

TOMMY KEOGH
Ridge Rd. Portlaoise.

26th Anniversary occurs
1st September 2026.

Forever loved and always missed
Your memory we hold dear
Though you're no longer here with us
We feel your presence near.

You will always have a special place
Within our hearts each day.

Loved, remembered, cherished still in every single way,

Sadly missed by your sons, daughters and extended family.

CMay Commy Rest in " Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
LINET MUKWENA

Ist Anniversary occurs 29 August 2026.

There was kindness, love, peace in you.
My best friend, later turned sister,
We miss you dearly.

Sadly missed by your friends/sisters Patricia Murambinda,
Sr. Paula Byrne, Tuelo Ncube and your children

Takudzwa, Munashe & Panashe Karigomba.
They miss you & carry you in their hearts.

CMay pour gonlle QBoul continue to
Reast in " Reave

o>

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ARON GING

Formerly 51 Borris Little
Whose 7th Birthday away from home occurred 28th August.

‘Chinking of you Abvays

It is especially difficult today not to have you here,
To celebrate the happy times we shared over another joyful year,
We wish we had just one more chance to see your happy smile,
To laugh and celebrate with you, just for a little while,

We'll hold you close forever, deep within our hearts,
And though you are not here with us, know that we’ll never part,
This day was always special, so we just want to say,
That we are thinking of you with lots of love,
On this, your Birthday.

ICiappy SCearvenly 30th SSirthday Aron

Always in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.

Loved and remembered by all your loving family.

Rest in Reave Aron

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JOHN SCULLY
Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.

6th Anniversary occurs
2nd September 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, on Saturday 5th September at 10am.

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others’ needs,
Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind.

Sadly missed by all his loving family and friends.

Rest in Reaave ohn

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

HENRY TOBIN

9 Elm Lawn, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary away from home occurs on 30th August.

Anniversary Mass in St Peter’s and Paul’s Church,
Sunday 30th August, at 12.30pm.

Three years have passed since you went away,
Yet we carry you with us, day after day,
Through moments of laughter, through moments of tears,
Your memory grows more precious each year.

The world keeps turning, the seasons move on,
But love doesn’t end when someone is gone.
For deep in our hearts, you’'ll always stay,
Our Daddy, our Hero, just a heartbeat away.

Forever missed Daddy, from Susan, Catherine, Tracey,
Nicola, Ciera, Henry, Rachel and Aideen, sons-in-law,

grandchildren and extended family.

Rest in Reace FCenry
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ALLAN WRIGHT

The Green, Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
9th Anniversary occurs
Ist September 2026.

& am still with pou

If it seems that I am far away,

on this empty and solemn day,
Just open your heart and know it’s true,
that I am still right here with you.

Sadly missed by your loving wife Iva, children Janet, Barbara,
Alan, Teresa and Siobhan, grandchildren, great-grandchildren

and all your loving family and friends.

Rest in Reave Dear Allan

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANDY WALSH

Birmingham and late of Pass, Portlaoise.

Who died 10th November 2025.
Andy’s family and his sisters Peggy, Bridie
and Kathleen wish to thank all those who supported,
sympathised, sent Mass cards, sent condolences or
kept us in their thoughts during our sad loss.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
will be offered for your intentions.

CMay Andy Rest in " Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JOHN MURPHY

The Hermitage, Portlaoise.

3rd Anniversary occurs
4th September 2026.

Your presence we miss,

Your memory we treasure,
Loving you always,
Forgetting you never.

Sadly missed by his loving wife Sadie, family and friends.

o Rest in Reaace ohn

r_ -
ﬂ IN LOVING MEMORY OF

( DOLORES FAHY
55 Beladd, Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise.

22nd Anniversary occurs
17th September 2026.

-

Anniversary Mass for Dolores and James will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Sunday 6th September at 12:30pm.

You carried us as children, and held onto our hands
You loved and treasured us every day and taught us how to stand
Of all the scary things in life that we could ever fear,
Nothing is so frightening as you not being here.
But you taught us to be strong and you taught us how to stand
Even when you aren’t here to hold onto our hands

We are grateful for what you taught us
And are grateful for your love
And we know that you watch over us
From the heavens up above.

Love you always Mam, James, Ber, Sharon, Elaine, Dor, sons-in-law,
daughter-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren xxx

4

IN LOVING MEMORY OF -

JAMES McEVOY

32 Upper Beladd, Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise.
14th Anniversary occurs \
6th September 2026.

James — this heartfelt message is for you
Each word is meant sincerely
Today, more than any other day we miss you so very dearly
You are so very special, losing you was hard to bear
Our hearts feel truly broken knowing you are no longer here
Sometimes our lives feel empty, nothing can take your place
We wish we could still hear your voice and see your smiling face
You will never be forgotten. We think about you always

We treasure the happy memories since the day you went away.

Love you always Dad, Mam, Keith, Eve, your nieces Aoife & Peggy,

aunts, uncles and cousins xx

My Dolores & ~James
Rest in " Reace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

CHRISTOPHER
HIGGINS

18th Anniversary occurs at this time.

Anniversary Mass in the Parish Church
Saturday 29th August at 6.30pm.

Your presence we miss, your memory we treasure.
Loving you always, forgetting you never.

From your loving family.

CMay Christy Rest in Reave
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B PORTLAOISE PARISH
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

If you have lost a loved
one there is a confidential
one-to-one support
service available.

To make an appointment

Call 087-9878300
v . | '
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Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669
The Parioh Shotr N P

Ferr Yourr Speciol Dy —
Stocking a wide selection of Wedding Candies, Gifts aond Cards

Monday to Friday 9am to S5pm
057 862 1142
www.portfaoiseparish.ie

At The Parish Centre

# < 057 86 34050 ' Minfo@mochuaprint.ie "

+ KEEGAN'’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

Q.
i

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

dRojtlaojise)
#i5ione Centie)

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre Is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unigque Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 38 Clonminam
Business Park
Portlacise, Go. Laois.
Rz DWT

Tel: 057 8660258 ™+~
Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlaoisestone.ie

il
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Results for
27" August 2026

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Justin Brown Online Lotto
Paula Kelly Lucy Kally
Laura Laura Skelly
Patrick Swayne 14 lenny Swayne
MNoal Houlihan Match James Houlihan
Clare Gullfoyle 35 Barbara Dowling
Ann Ward Ann Ward
Gemma & Sameer Lawlor Receive Gemma Lawlor
Elizabath Moara €72 Philip Fagan
P.). Digan aach Carmel Whelan

Brian Conroy
Rita Watkins
Vara R.

mMary Haslam

Brian Conroy
Pater Watkins
Vara & Girls
Tom Meade

Play PARISH

(9@@@@ Follow Usy BB o Uiy b

OHLINE- & LihE usn prortlaoivegror shilook
whsnw portlaciseparizsh.ie

Next Week’s Jackpot is €20,000
SAFEGUARDING

All safeguarding statements and policies can be viewed
on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Michelle Hughes safeguarding@kandle.ie

Clergy of the Pastoral Area

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Petru Medves C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

1 Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

S5, Deacon Eugene Keyes
& : Tel: 057 8621142

—""% 4 Fr. Paddy Byrne P.P.

4 e« (Abbeyleix)

f'f Tel: 087 9948505
-

(Ballinakill)

' g Tel: 057-8733336

. IDeacon John Delaney
4 Tel: 057 8730844

Fr. Sean Conlon C.C. P.E.

Supporting our Parish

Each ona must give as he or she has doeerded i thair heart, not reluctantly or
urnder compulsion, for God loves a cheerul giver 2 Corinthians 9:7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IEL2ZAIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours in emergency only
Tel: 0578621364

Parish _(:entre

o~ 5| b b

—_— RS =Y T

Office Hours Monday to Friday Sam-5pm
Phone:; 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
Facebook: fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley

Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church 5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

[Secristy phone attended prior 1o Mass imes 057 B600119)
All Masses and services from Portlacise Parish

are live streamed on our website.

"qk LINK UP
l.l Monday to Thursday: 9am to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




New Lawn Constructlons
Sod/Seed options

Robot:c Mowmg Solutions
Sales/Installation/Service

Green Space Profess:onals
and Sports Surfaces

AT z-‘i- - E

086 770 5510 ‘5"?{"




