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Repalr Work at Our Parlsh Church

The scaffolding currently in place at the front of the Parish Church is to
:-uf facilitate necessary repair work. The existing plaster, which has developed a
—— number of cracks, will be removed and the area replastered and painted. We

hope the work will be completed promptly and with as little inconvenience as
possnble

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 . | @Portiacisaparts

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & LII{E Uﬁo fb.com/portlaoiseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaoiselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




Seeking the stubborn

Facebook has gone from a start
up to a social network with over
3.12 billion users and Twitter
has over 611 million active
users. In a short period of time,
through social media, people
have found a new voice, a new
way to connect. In today’s
Gospel (Matthew 18:15-20), we
learn that 2,000 years ago
Jesus also told us that there is
power in numbers. First he says, ‘If two of you agree on
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven’. And then he says ‘where two or
three of you are gathered in my name, I am there among
them’. Jesus offers a procedure for helping others to see
the error of their ways and turn again to God. What Jesus
was saying was: ‘'If anyone sins against you, spare no
effort to make that person admit the fault, and get things
right again between you’. If we feel that someone has
wronged us, we should put our complaint into words. The
worst thing we can do about a wrong is to brood over it -
that is fatal. It can poison heart and mind until we can
think of nothing else but our sense of personal injury. If
we have a difference with someone, there is only one way
to settle it, namely face to face. If a private and personal
meeting fails in its purpose, we should take other people
along with us as witnesses should a charge be sustained.
What Jesus said is something like this, ‘When you have
given wrongdoers every chance and they still remain
stubborn, you may think that they are no better than tax
collectors and the Gentiles hopeless cases. My experience
is that they too have hearts to be touched and there are
many of them, like Matthew and Zacchaeus, who are
among my special friends. Even if the suborn sinners are
like tax-collectors or Gentiles, you may still win them over
as I have done’. Jesus regards no one as a hopeless case
and neither should we.

“If your brother does something wrong, go and have it out
with him alone, between your two selves.”

We welcome into our Parish Community

Ava Ehizemhen Ojeaga, Sand Wood
Aaron David, The Grange
John Patrick Stearns, Franklin Avenue E, Seattle.
Who were baptised recently.

Mass times for the coming week

(Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday

6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

SAFEGUARDING
All safeguarding statements and policies can be viewed on
our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Michelle Hughes safeguarding@kandle.ie

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Creation is God’s work. Before humanity was,
the rest of creation came into being. The earth
and her creatures - indeed the whole cosmos -
have beauty, dignity and meaning before
human presence. So to nurture awe at the
wonder of creation is part of our calling. Look
up into the skies, walk in the fields, stand at
the ocean’s edge. Everything belongs,
everything has beauty! The garden is such an
insightful model for our care of creation.. Our
call is to be good gardeners, thoughtful, alert
and diligent, working with the soil and with the
rhythm of the seasons, caring for the creatures
who find home and shelter in the garden.




ULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€16.99/kg

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Laois Physiotherapy
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HEARING AID | | | Clinic
Cconsultant - live life physically well

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T.,M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.I.A.A.

(36+ years experience with Private & ) JOHN SUGRLIE ®5c Msc Aisre NICOLA CALDEECK &% AfEr MAACF
Public Sector (H.S.E.) COMNOR BOLTOMN ese seseamsce  CONOR HORAMN nsc st susce
CILLLAN BERGIN 85 pic pimce

* Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years + laoi iothe linic.i
+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth - ! Eﬂliph‘ﬂﬂlﬂt FApyCanic.

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO @ 087 666 4808
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

+ Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests A L L E LA S.E E S F D R Eﬂz‘ﬁ

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro
in Clinic:

Senior exercise class Tues, al 11am
Online Pilates every Wed. at 9.30am
Osteoporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In Attendance Osteoporosis class every Thurs. at 4pm

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) In Parish Centre
Mon. mom. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am

Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm
Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

+ Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)

By Appointment Only

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE
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' Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment
Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner
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LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C l'f I V. PIPE -& INRAIN Ih‘iF‘l'l: o
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 057-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DEAINST

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
« NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

noIGrOUNTWOTKInEEdEd IbUY IDSCRIPOIICY

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669
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Andrew Greenlee provides practical legal advice
with professionalism and personal attention.

We specialise in:

Residential & Enduring Powers of
Commercial Conveyancing Attorney

Wills & Decision Support &
Estate Planning Capacity Law
Probate & Estate Wills & Estate
Administration Disputes

Home Visits can be accommodated if required

Greenlee Solicitors To Make an Appointment

please contact us at the below:

Zud o, 057-93 73574

Esker House, e
Tullamore. Co. office@greenleesolicitors.ie
Offaly www.greenleesolicitors.ie

Experienced | Approachable | Professional
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BREEN STEEL SHEDS

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois. R32 HF40

Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

7 ,
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+ Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

+ PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

+ Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

+ Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

+ All sizes manufactured; 7x5, Bx14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

+ Our range of 5teel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle
storage in residential areas, small workshops, office accommeodation, store rooms, games rooms.

M®CHUA
NATIONAL PRINT & DESIGN

PLOUGHING

CHAMPIONSHIPS DON'T WAIT UNTIL
SEPTEMBER 15t - 17t 2026 IT’S TOO LATE!

¢
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Vehicle Graphics

Wide Format Signage
Merchandise

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Henry Street, Newbridge, -
Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Co. Kildare W12 TF83 ° Promotional ltems
+353 (0)57 8634050 +353 (0)45 433569 ° Graphic Design

S



Maldron Hotel Portlaoise
offers stylish accommodation,
perfectly located for business
travel or a weekend exploring
our famous, historic town.

When it comes to thrilling flavours and endless
tasty choices, why not start the day with our
Vitality Breakfast or stop by our Grain & Grill bar
and restaurant for the daily carveries, a la carte
Menus and a generous serving of hospitality.

+353 57 869 5900
info.portlacise@maldronhotels.com
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SUNDAY 13™ SEPTEMBER
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OCCUPATIONAL

THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and

everyday function with clear, “
practical recommendations. "'

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:
, FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Si
v/ Housing Grant Reports v/ Handwriting Assessments

(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.) v/ Sensory Interventions PORTLADISE. ©0: LACHS

1/ Seating Assessments v/ Assistive Technology D 5 ? E E-? ﬂ?-ﬁ--ﬁ-
v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits 086 3844321

i

Book your appointment today LACEYTARMAC@GMAIL.COM

Q3 0831506755
@ www.originaltherapies.ie

>4 info@originaltherapies.ie

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
* ok k

HOWCASE

Sunday, 13th September
from 12-4pm

Appointments
recommendeq




FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,

lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck

available for hire.
CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

¢ Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

¢ Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
* Power Washing
® 15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

y

Carpets-Upholstary

Mattresses-Rugs
Prodessionally Steam Claaned
Sanitised and deodarised

Contact Darren
085 836 0077

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally
Tarmacadam
Kerbing
Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered
TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

¢ All Domestic Plumbing

e Solid Fuel & Qil Servicing
* Water Softener Installation
e Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

94 GREG
(%) THE HANDYMAN
. CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

e Flooring, tiling, carpets

® Fence maintenance and repair

® Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

Nolan
LOCKSMITHS

() NOLAN

== LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

DINO DIGITAL

Websites for Local Businesses
& Community Groups
Smart, mobile-friendly sites
From €59/month. No upfront fee.

WWW.DINODIGITAL.IE
CALL / TEXT / WHATSAPP:
087 404 1811
THEDINODIGITAL@GMAIL.COM

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

EXPERIENCED
PLASTERER AVAILABLE

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING

CONTACT
089-4567213

-~
HOMIE | MPROWEMENTS LLiMNS TLRE

W, pmchomeim provemenisienister com

PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

GARDEN SERVICES

Hedge trimming/tree pruning
Tidy ups/fallen trees cut up
Lawn Turf/spraying etc.
Tree and Hedge Planting.

TEXT OR RING RICHARD
087-9828558

CALL 085 113 4470
Roofing
Guttering
Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs
Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

8

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982




MIDLANDS LANDSCAPIMNG
HE TREE SURGERY
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Laois / Kildare / Offaly
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Portlaoise MBSR Course
Starts 16" September 2026

An 8-week Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction
(MBSR) course, in person in Portlaoise - rooted in
nature, grounded in science.

What Is MBSR?

MBSR is Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction - it combines
mindfulness meditation, gentle movement and group reflection to
help you respond to life rather than react to it.
Course Details What Is Included

©)  Location: Parish Centre, Porticoise
[ Date: Wednesday 16th September 2026

ssions, 6:30~ 900pm
session (Saturday, week

Join Us in Portlaoise in September!
Only 10 Places Available

@ fiona@fionamurphy.ie

@ www.fionamurphy.ie/mbsr-sept26

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI

2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

HEALING LIGHT ABUNDANCE

WITH MAGS
LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE MASSAGE
A gentle treatment supporting
lymphatic flow, helping reduce
puffiness, fluid retention and tension
while promoting relaxation and
wellbeing.

CONTACT MAGS 086-0288848

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlacise

@& 087-9080211

LAWN AND HEDGE
MAINTENANCE

Annual Packages available.
Free Quotes.

CONTACT
085-1754009

EXPERIENCED HOME
CARE WORKER

(Male)
available for part-time hours.

RING 087-9540351

DRIED HARDWOOD
FOR SALE

Quality dried hardwood ready to burn
€120 per tonne bag / discounts for
larger orders
Local delivery for additional charge
Collection available
Excellent Heat and long, steady burn

CALL OR MESSAGE 087-2234061

'1.

FOR SALE

Stanley Erin Solid Fuel Stove.

Perfect Working Order.
Drives 12-16 RADS.

PHONE
087-2416825

EXPERIENCED TEACHER

Required for 4th class grinds
in Maths/Irish.

Ballacolla area

CONTACT:
CATHY ON 0879608563

ADVERTISE WITH LINK UP TODAY!
Helping Local Brands Make a

ooakisn BIG IMPACT 7 4\
||ﬂk CONTACT = 8
p 057 8692154
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RELIABLE WOMEN

Available for House,
Windows & Office Cleaning

Own Transport -
3 years work experience.

TEL: 087-6608389




"For where two or three come
together in my name,

there am I with them."
Matthew 18:20

It is back to school time! All around the world, children E_
have either already started back to school or they will
very soon. It is very important for a teacher is o find out ,

what their students already know. That way, they will

know where they should start in teaching them what they should know.
I am going to give you a little quiz to find out how much you know about the Bible? As an
experiment, I made up a sample quiz to try out on you. Are you ready?

Question: How many of each animal did Moses take on the ark with him?
The answer: "None!", it was Noah that built the ark, not Moses.

Here is question number two. Are cars mentioned in the Bible?
The answer: "Yes, in Acts 2:1" Let's see what it says in Acts 2:1. . ."When the day of
Pentecost was come, they were all in one accord." Hey! I don't think it is talking about a
Honda Accord car there!

Those first two questions were trick questions, weren't they? Well, T promise you that the next
question is not a trick question.

Question: According to the Bible, can one plus one ever equal three?

The answer: "Yes!" How can that be? The answer is in the Bible. Jesus said, "For where
two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."

Oh, I see, if two are gathered in Jesus' name, Jesus is there with them — so one plus one equals
three. Look around the room you are in. How many people are with you, but whatever the number
is, you can add One to it, because Jesus is with you too.

PRAYER

Dear Jesus,

it is easy to say that we want to follow you,
but it isn't always easy to do. Help us to follow you.

Amen.

10
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1. 1217-25-15-11-2217

2 4-16-4-15-22-17 LOOSE EARTH
3. 20-16-4-15-22-2 BROTHER AGREE
4. 269172022 HEAVEN  BIND

5. 12.16-2-7 SISTER GATHER

LISTEN NAME

6. 22-28-17-15-1

7. 20-25.25-4.22

8. 11-22-26-5-22-2

8 82015112217

10. 2-26-21-22

When Someone Hurts You

“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you”.

1 5 Matthew 18:15
3 1
[5
BROTHER
3 > TESTIMONY
SIN
3 LISTEN
WITNESS
FAULT
CHURCH
TRUTH
ACROSS DOWN
1. A member of the same race, church,
3. A statement proven to be accurate religious group or
4. To pay attention; to make an effort to organisation.
hear something. 2. A person who sees an event happen
6. A spoken or written statement that 5. A quality in a person that
something is true shows that they are not

8. All followers of Christ as a group perfect.

7. Breaking a religious law

SCHOOL BAG BLESSING
A special Mass for all back to school students will take place next
:«._‘_. Saturday, 12th September at 6.30pm in St. Peter & Paul's Parish
Church. At this Mass all students are invited to bring their school
bags for blessing their new school year ahead.

11



PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES
24™—28™ AUGUST 2026

A wonderful few days in a very special place. A great experience for all 64
who travelled, enjoying a relaxed environment and a wonderful spiritual
connection in all the holy sites that were visited. Our thanks to Fr. Jim
O'Reilly & Fr. George Azgado. We all returned safely on the 28th August,
but sadly and with great shock, one of our Pilgrims John Molloy from
Mountmellick, passed away in his home during the night of the 28th. John Molioy

He will be sadly missed. Rest in Peace John. R.LP.

Y
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Join our care team for .r:C)"

coffee and become a o

Star in your Community INGLUSIVE i ! "
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T SEFTIMBER, 3136
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We work in local communities all over Ireland, helping to keep people safe and well at
home.
Will you join us ?

Find out about the benefits of a career in care with Dovida.
September 8, 2026

10am - 2pm

Time:
Ve nue: Portlaoise Parish Centre

Light up lives in your locality.

Become a Star in your Community. ¢ .. i g {}\?i a

Call 1800 911 855, visit dovida.ie z g D 3 d_ | £ and F s Hal
or scan the code to find out more. i "o %ﬁ Four Lie, Weur Wy e Sl:mlrll !mllﬂ el

B W
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 1ST SEPTEMBER

Top score: Frank Keenan. 1st Lady: Margaret Flanagan. 2nd Lady: Theresa Mulhare. 1st Gent: Sheila Duff. 2nd Gent: Tied; P ]

Cahill & Liam McCarthney. 1st Half: Tied; Sadie Chester & Catherine Fitzpatrick. 2nd Half: Betty Murphy. 13 Tricks: Paddy

Purcell & Liam McCarthney. Rafle: 1st Liam McCarthney, 2nd Molly O’Brien, 3rd Catherine Fitzpatrick, 4th Betty Murphy.

1 Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome, lessons

= available if required; Contact 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT No bowls till further notice Wednesday 2nd September sing along with Caroline from 3pm in Parish Centre.

New members welcome. Thursday 3rd September in Sue Ryder centre Kilminchy cards and chat from 3pm.New members welcome

"} tuition given. For further information contact Maria at 0879187157.

¢/ SUERYDERFOUNDATION IRELAND HALF PRICE SUMMER SALE continues in our Portlaoise Charity Shop. Our mission is to

" provide independent living for senior in our community. We have two residences in Laois. We are looking for volunteers to join our team
in our Abbeyleix & Portlaoise shop.
SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline poles, rotary clothes-
lines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.
FORTH WALL LAOIS THEATRE GROUP AGM on Wednesday, September 9th at 7.30pm sharp in the drama hall, Raheen Village.
New members wanted for acting roles & backstage (all ages). Enquiries to 0879614235.
ACTIVE RETIREMENT No Bowls till further notice. Wednesday 9th September afternoon with Moez from 3pm in Parish Centre - New
members welcome. Thursday 10th September in Sue Ryder centre Kilminchy Cards & Chat from 3pm new members welcome. tuition

8% given - for further information contact Maria at 0879187157.

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 8th September St Fiacc's Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 44 numbers € 1350. Double Number € 320.

Lotto € 3050. Bonus Ball € 2350

LAOIS VOLUNTEER CENTRE is secking Volunteers to join a crafting workshop, the aim is to make a handmade gift for the volun-
teers of SOSAD Laois. 30 small handmade gifts to be made for the volunteers of SOSAD Laois - a little 'thank you' to them for all
the work they do to support people experiencing mental health difficulties. If you are interested, please register ASAP. All materials

3 are supplied, workshop guided by a tutor. If you are available to start on Tuesday 15th of September until October 20th and resuming

. Tuesday, November 3rd to Tuesday, December 1st. From 10:30 - 12:30. To apply please go to https://www.i-vol.ie/volunteer-opportuni-
ty/?21D=a00WS00000aq9Nb or contact Emer on emer@volunteerlaois.ie

RELIGIOUS NOTES

."_ DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
o - ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.
VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in prayer and
¢ | service to Our Lady.

*| COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
. For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

T OUR LADY OF FATIMA 1st Saturday Devotion — 5th September 2026 in the Old Vestry in St Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise at
8.30am and at 3:45pm in the Holy Rosary Church, Abbeyleix.

ROSARY Sunday September 6th, first Sunday of the month, Rosary at the Shrine, Market Square at 2.30pm.
Tuesday September 8th, The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Rosary at the Church Grotto at 8pm.

| LR e [ NRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Eiuice in Portlaocise. FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& % 087-2562137
4 Contact Matthew !" . i, s

) 087-2549195
| David 087-2369887_

9NN e e
3 * &
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https://www.i-vol.ie/volunteer-opportunity/?ID=a00WS00000aq9Nb
https://www.i-vol.ie/volunteer-opportunity/?ID=a00WS00000aq9Nb
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~ Life’s greatest classroom isn’t a
lecture hall—it’s the messy, beautiful
journey of living itself. Every joy, every
heartbreak, every quiet moment of
doubt carries a lesson if we’re willing
to listen. God often teaches us through
the unexpected—through failures that
humble us, relationships that stretch
us, and seasons of waiting that build
our trust. Think about how Jesus taught
His disciples not just with words,
but by walking with them through
storms, feeding crowds, and showing
compassion to the overlooked.

Life’s lessons stick when we reflect on
them with Him, turning why is this
happening? into what are You showing
me here, Lord? It’s in those reflections
that character is shaped, faith deepens,
and we start to see His hand weaving
purpose through it all. What part of
your journey are you reflecting on
right now? September returns us to
schools and colleges reopening. This
process is not just reserved for the
young because in wisdom every day is
a school day. The more we grow often
the less we know for certain. In many
ways certainty is an enemy to faith. The
ability to live in the uncertainties of
our times can be very challenging and
I have no doubt that spirituality and a
personal relationship with God affords
us with rich opportunity.

One of the great benefits, of cultivating
a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ is his unending life giving,

grace- filled presence. In a world and

culture, where so much emphasis is on
perfection, achievement, excellence,
it's a great blessing that in faith,
our God, loves us as we are. All our
gardens like our lives, have both
flowers and weeds. Saint Paul, once
acknowledged, “When I am weak then

I am strong”. As we give thanks for the

gift of harvest, let us be fuelled with
a spirit of gratitude. May this new

month of September be a blessed one
for us all. Be mindful that each one of
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us produces rich fruits, often as a result
of patience, endurance, resilience and
courage. May we celebrate that the
rich diversity, that is the garden of
life, there is room for everyone, as the
melody sings...All God’s creatures has
a place in the choir.

There’s a story about a farmer who
grew award-winning wheat. Each year
he entered his crop in a competition
where it won a blue ribbon. On one
such occasion, a newspaper reporter
interviewed him and learned
something about how he grew it.
The reporter discovered that the
farmer shared his wheat seed with
his neighbours. He asked, ‘Why do
you share your best seed with your
neighbours each year when you are in
competition with them?’ The farmer
said, “The wind picks up pollen from
the ripening wheat and swirls it from
field to field. If my neighbours grow
low-grade wheat, cross-pollination
will degrade the quality of mine. If ’'m
to grow good wheat, I must help my
neighbours do the same’.

Clearly, the farmer was aware of the
connectedness of life. He knew that
his wheat couldn’t improve unless his
neighbours did also. Everything is
connected to everything else; nothing,
and nobody, exists in isolation. In
short, we all need each other, not just
human beings, but everything else as
well. Life can be a win-win situation
for all.

Jesus on one occasion summarized his
moral teaching as love of God and love
of neighbour. The two commandments
were one, he said, like two sides of a
coin. Love isn’t selective; it embraces
all. To close our heart to one person is,
in a true sense, to close it to all. That
is why a willingness to forgive is a
necessary condition for love.

Love is an invitation, not a command.
It is a call to be human. The only
authentically human way to live
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is in self-giving affection. There is only
one thing which can create unity in
our lives and action, and that is love.
It heals the divided self and calms
the civil wars that rage within us. To
allow ourselves to be loved is the first
step to personhood, because love is the
fundamental calling of every human
being. It leads a person from isolation
and loneliness to community.

Love is one of God’s practical jokes. God
says, in effect, ‘Forget about yourself;
think of the other person. If you
do, the first person to benefit will

be yourself. By forgetting about .
yourself, you won’t be the loser; you’ll
be the winner’. That turns logic upside
down, but the experience of life shows
it to be true. There is only one way of
getting love, and that is to give it. If
you want to have a friend, be a friend.
Where there is no love, pour love in,
and we will draw love out.

‘Love is God’s Holy of Holies.
Love alone is salvation.

Only in the Temple of Love do we
worship God.

Love alone introduces God to us.

Where love is, there God is’.
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Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

Catherine Delaney
Shanahoe

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JAMES (JIM)
FLANAGAN

Dunamaise, Stradbally.
13th Anniversary occurred
29th August 2026.

Your presence we miss, your memory we share,
Loving you always, forgetting you never.

Loved and remembered by Joe & Anita, Seamie,
Alicia, Minnie & Riley, Eamonn, Lauren & Shauna.

Rest in ' Reace ~im

Denis Kevin Croke
Inchanisky, Mountrath, and formerly
82 Main Street, Portlaoise

Sr Esther Delaney
Holy Family Convent, Newbridge,
Kildare/Ballinakill,

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANGELA LARKIN

176 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs

6th September 2026.

Even though you are not with us,

Your presence is still strong,
Because in your heart, we’ll always find,
The love for which we long.

Sadly missed by your daughter Michelle & son P.J.

Reast in " Reave Angela

Tony O'Brien

St. Jobn's Square, Portlaoise.

May Choy Reast S ' Reave

@ur OBympathies Are C¥lth Cheir sfumilies

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MARY BROPHY
(NEE McCORMACK)
West Yorkshire,
Sformerly of

St. John’s Square, Portlaoise,
whose 1st Anniversary occurs

Sunday 6th September 2026.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter & Paul’s
Church, on Sunday September 6* at 10am.

Our thoughts are ever with you,

Though you have paassed away,

And those who have loved you dearly
Are thinking of you today.
Sadly missed by her loving family.

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

RAY BERGIN

14 St John’s Square.

Ray, on your 63rd birthday, missing you now and always
from your wife Mossie, daughters Martina, Lisa, Sandra
and grandchildren xxx

Also remembering son Dean at this sad time.
Cllay Ray & Dean
Rest in Rece

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

CLAIRE DELANEY
(NEE SMITH)

New Ross, formerly Portarlington.
On her 3rd Anniversary.
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Your love surrounds us, it always did.

Your love supports us, through our ups and downs,
Even though you’re not here, we feel your love,

Missing your hugs and your smile.

Love Jackie, Niall, Gina, Paul & Tina.

Rest in Reace Glaie

a4 Clay My Rest in Rece
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
A TREASURED UNCLE

Q,; WILLIAM (BILL) DOYLE

New Road, Portlaoise.
11th Anniversary occurs
9th September 2026.
Remembrance is a golden chain
Death tries to break, but all in vain.
To have, to love and then part
Is the greatest sorrow of ones heart
Time may wipe out many things
But this they wipe out never
The memory of those happy days
When we were all together.
Always Remembered, Never Forgotten.

Also remembering Bill’s nephews Thomas, Patrick, Liam and Paul

Rest in Reace Sl

and all deceased members of the Doyle and Paisley families at this time.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
GERALDINE MARUM
CROSSAN

Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
st Anniversary occurs
9th September 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter & Paul’s
Church on Wednesday 9th September at 10am.

Loved and remembered everyday,
Forever in our hearts you will always stay.

Loved by your husband Mick, daughters Stephanie,
Amanda, Amber, Eve grandchildren, brothers, sisters,
extended family, relatives & friends.

Rest in ' Reace CGeraldine
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

RITA BRADY

Beechlawn and formerly Ferndale.

The family of the late Rita Brady who
passed away on 31.08.25
wish to sincerely thank all those who sympathised with them
on their great loss. We offer our heartfelt appreciation to all
who attended the reposal, funeral mass and burial.

For those who travelled, sent mass cards, posted messages
of condolences online and for all those who kept us in
their thoughts and prayers we are truly grateful.

Sincere thanks to Msgr. John Byrne, Michelle Bartley,
Matthew Keegan, David Goode and Sarah Troy.

Special thanks to our extended family, relatives, all the home
carers, also the Hse and Comfort Care staff, Dr Gerald White,
Portlaoise General Hospital and our friends and neighbours.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,

please accept this as an acknowledgement and expression
of our deepest gratitude.

The Holy Sacrifice of Mass will be offered for your intentions.

CMay Ritar Rest in Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PETER CARROLL

Lyncar, Ballytegan, Portlaoise.

%

5th Anniversary occurs /

’
11th September 2026. j y

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church, on
Sunday 6th September at 11.15am &
Friday 11th September at 10am.

A light from our household is gone, A voice we loved is stilled,
A place is vacant in our home that never can be filled.
We think of you in silence, we talk about you too,
We have loving memories, but we wish we still had you.
Nothing can replace you, nothing ever will,
In life we loved you dearly, in death we love you still.

Loved and remembered by your loving wife Clare,
sons and daughters and all your extended family.

Reast in Reave Reter

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JULIA (PEG)
HOLOHAN

12 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
14th Anniversary occurred
1st September 2026.

You're not just a memory silently kept,

You're a part of our family we will never forget,
Gone from our sight and from our touch,
But in our memories, loved so much.

Loved always and remembered by Liz,
Peter & family and niece Lorraine.

Gone from home that smiling face,
Those cheerful happy ways,
The heart that won so many friends,
In by gone happy days.

From P.J. & family.

It’s not the tears that are shed at the time,
That tell of the hearts that are broken,
But the silent tears in the after years,
When our loved ones name is spoken.

Sadly missed and remembered by Mary, Liam & family.
Thinking of you today and always.
From James & family.

Moy Sulia ( Reg) Rest in Reave d
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Fow £, MONTH'S MIND MASS OFFERING .3
The Month's Mind bass 'ﬁ:' Annette will be offered on

Sunday, 6 September 2026 at 10:00am

ity B Perer and Paul's Church, Portlaoise.
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As we approach our mam Annetie’s Month's Mind,
wo would like to sincerely thank everyone who cared for Mam
and supported us through her final months, weeks and days,
and through the difficult weeks that followed,
v
Crur heartfelt thanks to the nurses, doctors and carers ot Portlaoise General Hospieal,
the pharmacy stall ar MiHealth: the doctors and stall at the Cedar Clinic
the Palliative Care Team; Carrie (Personal Care);
Jeanne (Public Health Murse) and Shannon (Comfort Care).
L
We would also like to thank An Garda Sicchins in Portlsose, together with
the pn:;l. m:d F-n:.lpcnl; teamns and mnmiitc: w]'ln Fn-rrnm;]. the f_-'*unrl;' af H-:.:-nnur.
Owr thanks to Mensigner John Byrne, Portlacise Parish, Frances Doheny
:|:|1|:J the ].-uunh—u {_‘J1l:llll|:il|l.'\'l_'.
.
“rlr nre Bl‘nh:rul I:1‘Ill.lil_' i :u-r'lnr}r Fese ithe ’rl.'.;ll,.ll.lrl_ll FTNLERAC 101 |_I:|.'| i_']'ﬂ::':'ll.,
and Lowise Byrne for playing at the cemetery.

v
Thank you wlzes to Sean Phelan Food, Mulhalls, Cocor Stores,
Mam's friends, our neighbours, her bingo friends, and everyone who called,
visibed, sent messages, brought boeod, attended her wake nmd Funeral,
or simply stood beside us when we needed it most
*
Evervone played a part — whether in caning for Mam,
making her feel special, celebreating her life,
or giving her the send-off she truly deserved.

And finally, to our Mam...
We love you,
Tou were both a mother and a father o us.
You gave us everything vou had,

il'ld (RLELLY J'|.rﬁ. ':.-'\-I'I-UJ' e s Pesk

~ You go rest now, Mam. We'll do the rest.

This ian"t goodhbye, :
w NV slin & ach sldn go foill.  »
fe's maf ﬁ_l'r‘.lr:rfﬁ:"i'l jl':.'ml' H‘urn.l".l':'_}u‘ﬁ.li‘ FhErELS,

w
Faravar bvsad and forover magead,

Paul, Wayne, Gemma & Owen

awnd @ll her grandchildren
L L4 L
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JIMMY HINEY

Whose 21st anniversary occurs at this time.

Anniversary Mass Sunday, 6th September at
9:30am in St. Brigid’s Church, Shanahoe.

Time may pass and fade away,

But silent thoughts and memories stay,
No longer in our lives to share,
But in our hearts, you're always there.
Remembering you always, your loving wife Josie and Family .

CMay Simmy Rest in " Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PETER O’BRIEN

Ridge Road, Portlaoise,
who died 12th September 1980.
46th Anniversary occurs at this time.

God saw the road was getting rough,
The hill too hard to climb,
He gently closed your weary eyes,
And whispered "Peace Be Thine’.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving family.

Rest in Peave Reter

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

AGNES MARY WHELAN
(NEE LAWLESS)

71 Sefton Road Stevenage, Hertfordshire, England
and formerly of O’Moore Place, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
One year has passed since you went away,
Yet we miss you more with every day.

The World keeps turning, the year moved on,
But the love we have for you carries on.

We wish we could hear your voice once more,
See your smile and hold you like before.
There are so many things we’d love to say, if
Only Heaven wasn’t so far away.

Forever loved.

Forever missed by her loving children and grandchildren.

Reast in Reave é\gmf
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PORTLAOISE PARISH
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

If you have lost a loved
[one there is a confidential
one-to-one support
service available.
To make an appointment

Call 087-9878300
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior gquality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlasise Stone Centre s
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified eraftsmen.

|
Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

to discuss your rements
and vhew our mr
headstones and grave

ACCRSSOTINS.

Pl |~

www.portlaoisestone.ie
=
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Portlacise Parish Results for

MNo €20,000 Jrackput Winner

WINNERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Ewvan_ Lily anol Kon Byraae Ewmny Bryrna
Judy Wihelan Richard Whelan
Moel O Maill On Line Lottos
Mlary Bymmea 12 On Line Lotto
Bata Linchan Match On Line Latio
Armm Ward 35 Aursn Ward

Liz HillEnrd Liz Hillard
Apran Caodlirm Recelve rAartleys

Emily and Tadgh €84 Lil Gileeson
Catherine Doheony sach Margaret Doheny
PN Ll Limm Phielan

Mlary Thereas Durks Mary Theress Burkes

Play PARISH

m@@@@ Follow Us ’ s aniaeEasie

OMNLINI &lecusﬂ pollasismparishlsnis
WA podtla ol urpearinh, e

MNext Week’s Jackpot is €20,000

Clergy of the Pastoral Area

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

' Fr. Petru Medves C.C.
s Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

- Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

- « Fr. Paddy Byrne P.P.
f’h ‘#:1: 087 5048505

Fr. Sean Conlon C.C. P.E.
{ Ballinakill)

Tel: 057-8733336

. |Deacon John Delaney
| Tel: 057 8730844

Twenty Third Week in Ordinary Time
Ezekiel 33:7-9
Psalm: 94:1-2,6-9
Romans 13:8-10
Matthew 18:15-20

Supporting our Parish

Each ang musf ghae as ke or $he has decided i (hair faarl, nod reluclantly o
I.ITﬂE'r'ml'i'p'l.ﬂ‘ﬂm HGMWEMM' 2 Cominthiem 9:7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: [E1ZAIBKS9332T916658201

Scan this QR Code 1o take you
directly to our Donate facility

FoR YOUR SUPPORT

To contact tha Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre duri affice hours
9am - Spm = Tel: T BGE1142
Qutsida office hours in emargency anly
Tel: 0578621364

]
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Office Hours Monday to Friday Sam-Spm
Phone: 057-8621142 [/ 057-B660722
E-mail: info@portlasiseparich.ie
Twitter: (@ portlaciseparis
Facebook: fb.com/ portlasiseparishlaois

MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
BE00] 10|
AN Masses and serviies iroim Porilaodse Parlsh

[farivy phera adend ed pror to BMans Heras O 7

are lhie stroamed an oud webiite

LINK UP
Monday to Thursday: S%am to Spm

lin
L‘B 057-8692154

Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space

E-mall; linkup@portlaciseparish.ie
b.com/ portlasiselinkup

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




€ 1,250,000 STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL

Now to improve the showrooms for the future and clear excess stock, we will proceed with a
major refurbishing and re-merchandising programme. All this to make room for new ranges
in bedroom, living, dining and all categories. We must clear the floor without delay, so that
the work may commence. CLOUD9 Store will be temporarily closed while we prepare the
display for the launch of our € 1,250,000 CLEARING & GRAND FURNITURE SALE!

We must urgently sell all our furniture, all suites fabric and leather, sofas, sofa beds, chairs,
recliners, dining sets, wall units, sideboards, beds, bunk beds, mattresses, dressing tables,
chests, coffee tables, all accessories, pictures, ornaments, mirrors, rugs and much more...
ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING MUST BE SOLD OUT A.S.A.P.

EVERY SINGLE PRICE WILL BE DRASTICALLY REDUCED! THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!
All goods will be clearly marked for sale on a first claim basis. Everything including new factory
orders will be available to you with bigger savings than ever!

MASSIVE PUBLIC SALE THIS FRIDAY 4™ SEPTEMBER, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

JUST A SMALL SAMPLE OF WHAT’S ON OFFER IN THE STORE

Carrington Maidstone Electric Addison Round Table Alesta 6ft Ottoman
Black Coffee Table 3+2 Leather Suite Plus 4 Chairs Bed+1500 Pocket Mattress Coffee Table
Was €379 Was €2599 Was €699 Was €1927 Was €419
NOW €99 NOW €1599 NOW €279 NOW €898 NOW €119
Roseville Dark Oak Apero Swivel Recliner Doune Recliners Doune 1.4m Ext. Table
1.15m Ext. Table+4 Chairs Electric Dual Motor Tall Bookcase Various Size & Colours Plus 6 Ripley Chairs
Was €1299 Was €829 Was €599 Was €449 Was €1799
NOW €459 NOW €349 NOW €349 NOW €99 NOW €949
Leroy Dunmore Oak Chaise Lounge Sandhurst Doune
2 Seater Electric 1.6m Table+6 Chairs Red 3+1+1 Suite TV Unit 1400
Was €1099 Was €1859 Was €699 Was €2099 Was €439
NOW €599 NOW €949 NOW €199 NOW €1199 NOW €249

SPECIAL EVENT HOURS

I ! Friday 4™ September 10°™-6°™
I 0 U Saturday 5™ September 10°"-6"™

Sunday 6" September 12"°°"-5.30°™

Fu R N ITU R E All offers correct at time of going to press and subject to availability
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